THE FINGER OF GOD» 


Is pointing at you! 


Throughout all of recorded time, God has been pointing and guiding His 
people; the nation of Israel, and the Body of Christ; that is, the church. 
Sometimes they listen and are blessed, but at other times they harden their 
hearts and reject God’s message, His Messengers and His warnings. 

At this time in history, The Finger of God is pointing at you! Are you going 
to respond to Him, or continue to reject Him? If you accept Him, you will be 
blessed. If you reject Him, then you choose to live a life in eternity without 
Him. Selah. Pause and think about that. 
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Dedication 

This book is dedicated to God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the person of the 
Holy Spirit, all three in one, who created the heavens and the earth, and who put man 
upon this earth to be its caretaker; to have dominion over all living creatures upon this 
earth. Mankind was to follow just two simple commandments given by God the Father; 
but alas, mankind failed miserably to obey these two commandments and was led into 
sin by Satan. 


Jesus came to die on the cross for us, to provide a pathway for us to be restored in 
our communion with the Father. Jesus gave us two new commandments to follow; but 
alas, many have not learned from our past mistakes and continue to reject God’s word 
and have continued to turn away for God’s word and His promises. 


Therefore, this book is written “to awaken the church out of its sleep”, because 
the day of our visitation is nearer that we expect. Christ has promised to come to collect 
His betrothed, to take her to be His bride. This is to be a bride without blemish, at the 
Marriage Supper of the Lamb. 


Hence, the Finger of God is pointing at you! Are you sure that you will be part of 
His Bride? Are you ready to meet your Maker, or will you be part of the great multitude, 
who thought they were going to heaven, but ended up in hell, a place where you are 
forever separated from God and His blessings, peace and glory? 
Copyright 

The contents of this book remain the copyrighted property of Rev. Dr Jeffry David 
Camm and his estate in succession. Permission is given for extracts of this book to be 
used for Teaching or Bible Study purposes. Complete copies of this book may be made 
and used for evangelistic purposes, provided that the books are not sold for profit. 
Foreword 

Throughout recorded biblical history, mankind has had to learn to live with each 
other, either in unity, (where there was blessings and peace), or in conflict, (where there 
was strife, wars and bloodshed). 


We only have to look at the television news today to see that this statement is true; 
that people all over the world still have not learnt how to do this. Mankind continues to 
try to do things ‘in his own strength’; thinking that he knows better than God, but alas 
it does not work (and guess what - mankind does NOT know better than God.) 


In Deuteronomy chapter 28, God gives a series of promises to Israel, if they listen to 
His words and obey His commandments. These blessings given by God, promise peace 
and prosperity to the nation of Israel; but the chapter concludes with a series of curses, 
which God will manifest upon the nation, if they refuse to listen to His words and refuse 
to obey His commandments. 

Many of us have heard pastors tell us that the Old Testament is a shadow of what is 
to occur in the New Testament. Even though we now live under grace, we have to 
acknowledge the wisdom and promises of the Old Testament, because some of those 
promises are for the “end-time church”, which is you and me (and these events 
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haven’t happened yet). Therefore, we cannot ignore the Old Testament teachings, 
prophecies, blessings and curses; because many of them apply to us - even today. Just 
because we are a nation under grace, does not mean that we can ignore laws and 
promises from God which relates to nations, because God’s word is unchanging. He still 
judges nations today; in fact He judges them every forty years 


In 2 Chronicles chapter 7 there is an account of the completion and dedication of 
King Solomon’s Temple to the Lord God of Israel. God manifested Himself in a glory 
cloud, came down and abided amongst His people, so that the presence of God was so 
strong it prevented the priests from performing their duties; they were all “slain in the 
Spirit’. 

Then followed, seven (7) days of sacrifices, wnere people came from all over Israel 
and even from Egypt to take part in these celebrations. A final dedication service was 
held on the eighth day (a symbol of a new beginning). Let us continue the story from 
chapter 7, verse 12. 


One night the Lord appeared to Solomon and told him. “/ have heard your prayer 
and have chosen this Temple as the place where | want you to sacrifice to me. If 1 shut 
up the heavens so that there is no rain; or if |command the locust swarms to eat up all 
your crops, or if | send an epidemic among you; then, if My people will humble 
themselves and pray, and search for Me, and turn from their wicked ways, | will hear 
them from heaven and forgive their sins and heal their land. | will listen, wide awake, to 
every prayer made in this place. For | have chosen this Temple and sanctified it to be 
my home forever; my eyes and my heart shall always be here.” This is God’s promise to 
every nation who hearkens to the voice of the Lord. 

Here in Australia, this scripture is mentioned many times each year, from pulpits of 
many denominations, in bible study groups, in intercessor prayer networks and in 
private prayers. But have we really followed the precepts of these scriptures? 

As the nation of Australia, have we come together at Parliament House in Canberra 
and done what is commanded of us? 


AS A NATION: 


e Have we humbled ourselves before the Lord? 

e Have we repented of our past sins? 

e Have we turned from our wicked ways? 

e Have we chosen to seek His face? 

e Have we examined our national and state laws, to determine if any go against 
Gooa’s teachings and God's instructions? 

If the answer to any of these questions is NO, then God cannot and will not bless 
this nation, because God will not go against His word. 

Some people will have read this far and decided: “This book is not for me, it does 
not interest me; it does not affect me. Well, let me enlighten you and give you 
something to think about. As a nation, we were protected from the major effects of the 
Global Financial Crisis. We did not have banks go “belly up’, like what happened in the 
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USA, nor, as a country, go bankrupt like countries did in Europe. We were protected by 
God from this situation. 


AS A NATION: 


e Have we had a National Day of Thanksgiving? NO. 
e Do you think that God will continue to protect this nation if we continue to 
ignore Him and what He has done for us? 


Despite your level of spiritual maturity, or your belief systems, the events depicted in 
this book have a direct effect upon your life and the lives of your children, and your 
grandchildren, so | suggest that you read just a few more pages and see how you are in 
fact a participant in this story, not just a bystander, or a reader. 


CHAPTER ONE: THE FINGER OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 
In the Beginning 


In the Garden of Eden before the fall, God came and communed with Adam and 
Eve each and every day, so that continual fellowship was maintained between the 
Creator and His most wonderful creation, mankind. 


God gave Adam instructions he was to follow; to name all the birds of the air, the 
animals that walked upon the earth, or lived in trees, or in caves; to name even the fish 
of the sea. Adam obeyed this commandment from the Lord. But when Adam rebelled 
against God and took of the Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, judgement 
and spiritual death followed. 

The finger of God was pointed at Adam and both He and his wife were ejected from 
the garden and from the Tree of Life forever, to live out the remainder of their lives in 
labour, turmoil and heartache; because they knew from where they had fallen. 


Go Build an Ark 


For several generations God watched as mankind got progressively worse. They 
hardened their hearts, sought after manufactured gods (small “g”) and turned away from 
God, to sin and to do things which were an abomination’ in God’s sight. 


fot Fei God decided to destroy His most treasured 
P= creation, because they were now so sinful that it was 


- called Noah, who continued to live a righteous life, and 
to follow after God. He made regular sacrifices to God 
and to do what he believed to be right in God’s sight, 
based upon his level of spiritual understanding. 
Because God is a righteous God, He could not destroy 
| the righteous with the un-righteous. There must be a 


" All forms of sexual immorality are an abomination in the sight of God. 
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place to hide this man and his family from destruction. God could have made a cave for 
them and sealed them in so when the rains came they would be protected, but that 
would not make Noah appreciate his salvation. The plan had to include physical labour 
and a time of testing and humiliation, to show that Noah was worthy of salvation, and to 
create the new generations of mankind upon the earth. 


Scripture shows that the number 40 is a sign of trial and testing in the word of God. 
Therefore to be 100% sure that Noah was worthy of salvation, Noah and his family were 
to be tested for 120 years (3 x 40); he was to be tested 3 times the normal limits, to 
make sure he passed the tests. That is why it took Noah 120 years to build the ark. 


As soon as the ark was finished, God ordered Noah, his family and all of the animals 
into the Ark, closed the door Himself, and then the rains came. It rained for 40 days and 
40 nights (another time of testing). 


After one year the floodwaters rescinded and the ark anchored itself on Mount 
Ararat. Noah, his family and all of the animals got off the ark to commence a new life 
cycle upon the earth. So life on the earth began a new sequence and a new generation. 
All the sinful people of the previous generation were destroyed, BUT sin was not 
drowned in the flood. Sin still existed upon the earth. 


Separate Yourself from Your Family and follow me! 


So was the message that Abram received from God. Leave your mother, your father, 
all of your relatives and go to a land that | will show you; but don’t worry, | will guide and 
protect you, and | promise that your children shall be as many as the stars in the 
heavens. 


So Abram packed up his belongings, took some cattle, sheep, goats and a few 
camels and left to follow God’s directions. He did not know where he was going, and 
when he got there, he did not know where he was, but God was faithful and did as He 
promised; protecting Abram and his family and all his possessions, so that he became 
very wealthy and great among the nations of the earth. 


It got to a stage where fights broke out amongst his servants and the servants of Lot, 
(his nephew), about where they should graze, and which waterhole belonged to whom. 
They had become so prosperous that they had to split up and go their separate ways to 
maintain peace in their tents. 


Abram gave Lot the first choice, to select which place 
he wanted to live and Abram vowed that he would go 
elsewhere, so that peace could be among his people 
once again. 


Lot was a Spiritual novice compared to Abram, so he 
looked into the “natural realm’, for a solution to this 
problem. Lot saw that the valley of Siddim was nice and 
lush and green, with adequate water for his herds and 
places to grow crops, so he chose the valley of Siddim, 
leading to Sodom and Gomorrah. 
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This was a place to market his sheep and goats and 
any harvest he would get from the fields. 


. Lot and his family set up mud dwellings and soon had 
crops growing, sheep and goats in the pastures and 
~ everything seemed fine; but the draw of the cities was a 
_ temptation to his relatives, (who sought after the lovely 
girls of Sodom and Gomorrah), and to his wife, (who 
_ started looking for eligible men among these tribes to wed 
their daughters.) 


It was so easy to forget the God of Abram, to stop praying, and to stop offering 
sacrifices to God. They were so busy with their herds and their crops, and everything 
was going so well for them, or so it seemed at the time. They were accepted by the 
people of the cities and Lot was even asked to be the magistrate, to adjudicate over 
legal issues, because they perceived him to be a righteous man. 


— But the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were cities 
» which hid a terrible secret. These were cities which had 
=, handed over their souls to the devil and who followed 
almost every form of fornication. Unfortunately, Lot’s 
relatives were being drawn into this web of drinking, sin 
- and fornication, and less time was spent in the fields 
tending the crops, or protecting the sheep and goats. 


After ancl 5 years the crops were diminishing in produce, salt was detected in the 
soil, which rendered the soil useless for continued crops, there was now less feed for 
the animals and Lot and the whole groups that came with him into the valley were 
forced to seek shelter in the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, where they became more 
and more confronted with the sin of the city. They were slowly sinking into the cesspool 
and did not have any visible solution to get them out of this dilemma. 


On the other hand, Abram, true to His word went 
out in to the desert, with his family, his herds and his 
faith, trusting that God would continue to protect him 
and his belongings. Trusting that God would lead 
| him to waterholes in the desert, or to oasis’s which 
| gave water, shade and protection for his family and 
animals, as well as enough grass, or leaves from 
| trees to sustain the animals. 


And so it was in the desert oasis near Mamre 
that Abram heard that rival kings had come and 
attacked Sodom and Gomorrah and taken Lot and 
j.4 his family captive, along with many women and 
4 ‘ children, to be used as slaves. 
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He immediately pleaded with Almighty God and set off with his servants after the 
marauding kings, having no trained army personnel to use in the fight against these 
invaders. God was with him and he was able to find this mob in the desert, attack and 
demolish his enemies and rescue Lot, his family and all the captives and bring back all 
the spoils of war that had been taken by this attacking army. 


As Abram returns into the plains of Siddim with the freed women and children and 
Lot and his family there is a special encounter recorded in the scriptures in Genesis 
chapter 14. The King of Sodom came out to greet Abram and to reward him for his 
deeds, but Abram refused to take any of the spoils, telling the king he had made a vow 
with Almighty God not to take any of the spoils, because it was God who won the battle 
not him. 


Then the King of Salem (Salem means peace), [so the King of Salem, means the 
King of Peace*], brought out bread and wine (the symbols of Christ’s communion) and 
offered them to Abram. The King of Salem is known as Melchizedek, the Priest of the 
Most High God of Heaven. Then Melchizedek blessed Abram saying: “The blessing of 
the supreme God, the Creator of heaven and earth be upon you, Abram; and blessed 
by God, who has delivered your enemies over to you.” Then it is recorded in the 
scriptures that Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of all the spoils. 


| personally believe that Abram offered 100% of the spoils to Melchizedek because 
Abram knew that it was God who had won the battle, so the spoils (all of it) really 
belonged to God and as God’s representative on earth at that time, Melchizedek was 
entitled to receive all of the blessings and the spoils. It was then (| believe) Melchizedek 
gave 90% of the spoils back to Abram, telling him that 10% was enough as a 
thanksgiving offering. 

Again the King of Sodom pleaded with Abram; “Just give me back the people that 
were stolen from me (my slaves) and keep all the booty for yourself.” Again Abram 
spoke to the king and said: “| have solemnly promised Jehovah, the supreme God, 
Creator of the heavens and the earth, that | will not take as much as a single thread 
from you, lest you say, ‘Abram is rich because of what | gave him!’ 


All I'll accept is what these young men of mine have eaten; but give a share of the 
booty to Aner, Eschol, and Mamre, my allies.” 


Even after this warning from God, and a marvellous victory by God to recover the 
people and the booty, the King of Sodom and the King of Gomorrah did not change their 
ways. 

God told Abraham (name change from Abram) that He (God) had heard from Satan 
(the accuser of the brethren) that the people of Sodom and Gomorrah were evil, so He 
was personally going down to verify this for Himself. 


* Jesus is referred to as the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, but only the Prince of Peace, because 
God Almighty is not a God of confusion, but a God of order, and the King of Salem is here referred to as 
the King of Peace. 
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Have you ever really thought about this? Satan (the accuser of the brethren) 
continually tells God about the evil which is taking place in the world, (both the believers 
and the un-believers alike) and God decides what to do about it personally. This should 
be a check in your spirit, the next time you consider doing something that you know to 
be against God’s word, because God will find out about it. 


Abraham was sitting one hot summer's 
afternoon’ in the shade of the tent flap when he saw 
three men approaching in the distance through the 
heat haze. As was the eastern custom of the desert, 
he immediately rose and ran to them to greet them 
and to offer them hospitality. 


He perceived in his spirit that these were special 
guest and one of them was the Angel of the Lord. He 
then asked his wife Sarah to bake pancakes — 
enough for the three of them, while he went and 
ordered a prime calf to be slaughtered, butchered 
and cooked for their guests. While this was taking 
place, he took cheese and milk to them and stayed 
with them until they had all eaten their fill. 


Note: Whenever you see the “Angel of the Lord” referred to in scripture, please pay 
special attention to what is about to happen, because the “Angel of the Lord” is Jesus 
Christ in His angelic form. 


Therefore, we have Jesus and two angels coming to pay Abraham a visit, on their 
way to checkout Sodom and Gomorrah and see if the accusations made by Satan, 
regarding these two cities, were in fact correct. 


Sarah, who is hiding inside the tent, hears the Angel of the Lord promise Abraham 
that next year God will give them a son in their old age. Sarah chuckled to herself and 
said; “Can an old woman my age give birth to a child?” 


Then Jesus speaks up and says to Abraham. “Why did Sarah laugh?” Why did she 
say ‘Can an old woman my age give birth to a child?’ Is anything too hard for God? Next 
year, just as | have told you, | will certainly see to it that Sarah has a son. 


The Lord confided to Abraham that indeed Sodom and Gomorrah was an evil place 
and that He had come down to earth to supervise its destruction. Abraham intercedes 
for the people of the two cities asking the Lord if he would save the city if 50 righteous 
people were in the city, and Jesus agrees that for 50 righteous people Jesus would not 
destroy the city. 


° Genesis chapter 18, verse 1. 
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Abraham continues to negotiate with the Lord: for 40, 30, 20, even 10 righteous 
people? Yes, Jesus says; “even for 10 righteous people Jesus would not send 
destruction upon the city”. 


But alas, when the two angels went into the city their only found 4 righteous people 
within the city, so the city was destroyed, but the 4 righteous people were told to flee for 
their lives and not look back at the destruction taking place. Unfortunately, Lot’s wife 
disobeyed the voice of the angel and turned back to see the destruction and was turned 
into a pillar of salt, as a lasting testimony to future generations about what happens 
when you refuse to obey the word of God. Hence only three (3) righteous people were 
saved from destruction. 


Now let us look carefully consider this situation in today’s world. \s your city so 
evil that Satan makes a report to God about your city? Accusing you of terrible sins, just 
like Sodom and Gomorrah? If such a report was made to God and angels were sent 
down to the earth to investigate this report, would the angels find 10 righteous people 
within the city that would prevent the city from being destroyed? Let us continue thinking 
in this way and look closer to home. 


Was it the result of such a visitation that an inland tsunami besieged Toowoomba in 
2011, and caused damage and loss of life? Despite having 91 churches within the city 
boundaries, did the angels not find 10 righteous people within the city walls? It is 
important that we, as a city, continually do spiritual soul searching, because the Finger 
of God maybe pointing at us again in the near future. 


| personally believe that this is a prophetic warning to the church leaders and to the 
city intercessors, who are charged with the responsibility to be the “watchmen upon the 
walls”, guarding the city in the spiritual realm. 


Only future history will show whether God visits this city again, and whether His 
visitation will be remembered by Him pouring out His blessings, with signs miracles and 
wonders, or with trials, tribulations and His judgement. 


That decision rests upon the collective spiritual leadership of this city, as they 
accept responsibility to lead the combined congregations of this city to a higher level of 
spiritual maturity, as defined in Ephesians chapter 4. 


Joseph & Daniel - The Dreamers for God 


In the scriptures, we have evidence of God’s ability to bestow special gifts, onto 
and/or into specially selected people. And so it was with both Joseph and Daniel. These 
two people were nobody special. They were not kings or princes, just ordinary people, 
who God made extraordinary, when He selected them and He gifted them with the 
ability to see visions and dreams and to interpret them. 


As a result of these God-given abilities, Joseph was able to explain to the King that 
a famine was to come upon the land and to make storage silos to store the excess 
grain, in the good seasons, so it can be used in the famine period. 

On the other hand, Daniel received visions which applied to that period of time, but 
also to a time way into the distant future, which is yet to take place. These signs will 
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be the warning signs of the end-time and that Jesus is just about ready to come back (in 
the clouds) to claim His betrothed and take her to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. 


Some people look at these events in the Old Testament and consider them to be 
“good stories” for Sunday school — but not worth much from a theological viewpoint 
these days. 


Well, | for one really want to know when Jesus is coming back in the clouds to claim 
His bride. That is why it is so important for people who have been given these types of 
gifts by the Holy Spirit to use them and to warn the Body of Christ of upcoming events, 
so that we can be prepared for them in adequate time, and not be caught “like a thief in 
the night”. 


These people are the spiritual front-line warriors, ever listening to and hearing from 
the Holy Spirit about upcoming events discussed in Heaven. That is why it is so 
important to have intercessor groups praying in each town and city, praying for the 
church of the town or city. Not for the denominations in each town or city, but for “The 
Church” the Body of Christ, in each town or city. 


In _God’s eyes, there is only one church in each city, with each individual 
denomination being a part of that spiritual church in the city. Each church has a different 
“gift-mix” and a different calling, but all are called to be one — in unity, as Christ and the 
Holy Spirit are one; with God the Father. 


Therefore the challenge questions for this section of the book are these: 


e Do you have a citywide intercessor’s group (from all churches within your city) 
who come together to listen to and pray to God for their individual 
towns/cities? 

e Do they then go to the Church leaders of the city (like the seers of the Old 
Testament) and tell the leaders what God is saying to the city and to the 
nation, so that the leaders can prepare their congregations for the trials and 
tribulations ahead? 

e Do you have church leaders who recognise these gifts and listen to what the 
Spirit is saying to the church of their city? 

e Do you have church leaders who come together (from all the different 
denominations, within your city) to pray to God for unity within the Body of 
Christ in your city? 

Ephesians chapter 4 (NLT) says this: “1 beg you — I, a prisoner here in jail for 
serving the Lord — to live and act in a way worthy of those who have been chosen for 
such wonderful blessings as these. Be humble and gentle. Be patient with each 
other, making allowances for each other’s faults, because of your love. Try always 
to be led along together by the Holy Spirit, and so be at peace with one another.” 


It is so easy to be led (as an individual) by the Holy Spirit. Many people can give 
testimonies that this has happened to them, but that is not what Paul is saying here. 
Paul is admonishing the church “to learn” to be led along together, which means that 
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each member, of each denomination within the city, must learn to be led along 
together. 


To be led along together, means that: 

e Each member, of each individual church, must all be hearing from the Holy 
Spirit and 

e Must all be in unity with each other, and 

e Being led along in the same direction by the Holy Spirit, all 

e At the same time. 

e All the pastors, of all the different denominations within the city, must be 
hearing instructions from the Holy Spirit, and 

e Must all be in unity with each other, and 

e Being led along in the same direction by the Holy Spirit, all 

e At the same time. 

When this happens, God can move on a whole city, because His word clearly says 
that where there is unity God commands a blessing. 

If we extend this same simple spiritual model to all the cities in a state, and all the 
states in a nation, then God can bless a whole nation. | am sure most pastors and 
leaders would want that*. [For those pastors who do not want that, please have them 
contact me so | can pray for them.] 


The Finger of God guided Moses 


In the desert of Midian 


The scripture tells us that it was the Holy Spirit which guided and protected Moses 
in the wilderness, in the deserts of Midian. 

Here he had to re-learn who he was — a Jew from lowly parents. He had to unlearn 
his thinking about living in the palaces of Egypt, as a prince of Egypt. He had to leave 
his position as a prince of Egypt to become a prince of the desert, with snakes and 
scorpions as his subjects. 

And so it was that for forty years Moses wandered about in the desert, caring for his 
father-in-law’s sheep, communing with the “spirits of the desert”, listening to the tales 
about a sovereign God, told to him by Ruel (that is Jethro) his father-in-law, the Priest of 
Midian, but always wondering whether the God of the Jews really existed. 

God was looking for an acceptable vessel to use. Moses looked towards the 
mountain and saw a bush that appeared to be on fire — but this bush was different. Even 
though he could see the flames all about the bush, the leaves on the tree were not 
affected by the heat of the fire — they were not being consumed by the fire, so he went 
closer to look. Once God got his attention, God told Moses to take off his shoes, 
because the ground upon which you walk is holy ground. God talked to Moses, so He 
can talk to you; even as you are reading this book. 


“ See the prophetic references in the appendix. 
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The $64 question is this: If God talks to you — are you prepared to be obedient, 
to the calling upon your life - whatever the costs? 


God told Moses that the Pharaoh who wanted him killed had died and it was now 
safe for him to go back to Egypt. God told Moses that He had heard the cries of His 
chosen people (the Jews) and that He was going to bring them out of captivity into the 
Promised Land, the land that He had promised to Abraham and to his descendants 
forever. 


There was going to be a great leader who would go to Pharaoh and tell him to “Let 
MY People Go”. God told Moses that he was that great leader, that God would go 
before him and guide him in all he had to say and do. 


e Was Moses happy? NO! 
e Did he try to get out of his God-given assignment? YES! 
e If God talks to you will you do the same? 


| remember in 1985 just after the Leighton Ford Crusade had finished in Australia, | 
believed that Rani and | should go to Thailand. Why should we go? | did not know. What 
were we to do there? | did not know that either, but the feeling was so strong to go that | 
told Rani when | got back home, only to be told that she had already started packing; 
that was confirmation enough. 


When we checked into the hotel in Bangkok, we were met by a person we had not 
seen for several years, asking us why we had come to Thailand. We told him we 
believed God had wanted us to come to Thailand, but we did not know what for. 


He told us that he had been trying to contact me for over 6 months and to start work 
on Monday. So my work in Thailand began and lasted for the next 5 years. But | would 
have never had this job, if | had not obeyed the command of the Holy Spirit and stepped 
out in faith and went to Thailand. 


As well as working for the Thai government and later for the palace office we were 
able to see many people make decisions for Jesus Christ, to plant 6 churches in 
Thailand, and to attend many Full Gospel Businessmen’s meetings, which was a real 
blessing. 


It was also in Thailand that | started my Christian music and book writing, and this is 
book # 21. The rest of these books can be seen and downloaded at www.scribd.com. 
Just type in my name into the browse window and the 20 books will appear to be read 
online, or to download at your convenience. 


So my advice to all who are reading this book: Be prepared to answer God’s call 
when it comes to you. Don’t think about the costs, just answer and say: “Here am | 
Lord, send me”. 

Romans 8:28 says; and we know that ALL things work together for good, to those 
who love God; and to those WHO ARE CALLED according to His purpose”. 
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We know that if God calls you, it is a divine call. If it is part of His plan, then it is a 
divine plan. If it is His purpose, then it is according to His divine purpose. This is also 
confirmed in John 15:16 which says; “You did not choose me; but | chose you, and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain. That 
whatever you ask the Father in My name, He may give it to you”. 


God called people into His service in the Old Testament, and God is still doing it 
today, because God is an unchangeable God. 


So after a few words, and a couple of miracles with the rod that Moses is holding in 
his hand, Moses decides that he had better obey God and go back to Egypt. But what 
can Moses say to the Jewish people? 


How can a man who has been “out of circulation for 40 years”, suddenly re-appear 
on the scene with this fantastic story, that God has sent him to lead the people out of 
Egypt, because God has heard their cries of complaint over the last 407 years. How can 
he convince them? 


Moses tells them about the miracle of the staff in his hand and how it turned into a 
snake, but they did not believe him, until he threw it onto the ground and it changed 
before their very eyes. 


Now they believed him and they became a little scared of him also. What sort of 
man was this? When he arrives in Egypt God tells Moses to take his brother with him, to 
act as his mouthpiece before the Pharaoh, because Moses complained to God that he 
was slow at speech. 


What to say to Pharaoh? 

So what do you say to the ruler of a nation when you have been sent by God? We 
know that answer for Moses. God told him to say; “Let My people go”. 

But what would you say, if God told you to go to the steps of Parliament House in 
Canberra and proclaim before the whole nation a message from God? 

Would you even go? Now some would say; “Yes, they would go’, if they really 
believed that God had told them to do this; but many more would make up excuses as 
to why they should NOT go. Which type of person would you be? Selah. Pause and 
think about that. 

Moses goes to Pharaoh and he tells the Pharaoh, through Aaron his brother that 
God has said; “Let My people go”. We know that Pharaoh refused and that God 
proclaimed 10 miracles to fall upon the Egyptian nation before he changed his mind and 
told them to leave. 

This is all well documented in the Bible, in the Book of Exodus, so it is not 
necessary to dwell too much upon it here; just remember that when God’s finger is 
pointing at You, He expects you to respond and do what He has called you to do. There 
will be blessings when you do, and trials and tribulations when you don’t! (Just 
remember what happened to Jonah when he refused to obey the commandments of 
God and go to Nineveh). 
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The scriptures tell us that God’s word is confirmed in two or three scriptures, so let 
us look and see if that is true or not. 

Prior to this commandment to Moses, we have a series of well-defined stories 
which are already recorded in the scriptures and previously mentioned in this book. 

We have Noah, being told to go build an ark, in the middle of the desert, a long 
way from the sea, so that God can protect him and his family from the devastation 
which is to befall the earth, when God destroys all those who are rebelling against him 
and refusing to listen to the Word of God that Noah has been preaching to them for over 
120 years. 

The second one is also just as bizarre. God says to a Non-Jew, in the land of UR 
(modern day Iraq) to pack up his belongings, leave his family and go to a land that God 
will show to him. So Abram packs his belongings and starts to travel, not knowing where 
he is going, but trusting the Lord God to guide him, protect him and sustain him and his 
family, for the rest of their lives. Along the way, God changes his name from Abram, to 
Abraham and tells him that even in his old age that he and his wife will bear a son. 

Some will look at these accounts and then say: Yes these things are recorded in 
the Old Testament, but they don’t happen anymore these days. Let us look in the New 
Testament and see if they are recorded there as well. 

Two events instantly spring to mind. The first is recorded in the Acts of the 
Apostles in chapter 9, starting at verse 10. 

And there was a certain disciple in Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said 
the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, behold | am here Lord. And the Lord said 
unto him, Arise, and go to the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house of 
Judas [not Iscariot] for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for behold, he is praying. And he has 
seen in a vision, aman named Ananias coming in, and putting his hands on him, that he 
may receive his sight. 

Then Ananias answered, Lord, | have heard by many of this man, how much evil 
he has done to thy saints in Jerusalem: And he has authority from the chief priests to 
bind all that call on thy name. 

But the Lord said to him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear 
my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel. For | will show him 
how great things he must suffer for My name’s sake. 

And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on 
him said: Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way (as 
you came to Damascus) has sent me that you may receive thy sight, and be filled with 
the Holy Ghost. 

And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received 
sight forthwith, and arose and was baptized. 

In this account, we have recorded one of the most interesting passages in New 
Testament scripture. There is no mention of how Ananias heard about Jesus and who 
led him to become a Christian. Here is a disciple, who is so attuned to the Lord and to 
the Holy Spirit, that it only needs the Lord to speak his name, (just once) and Ananias, 
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who hears his name being called, recognises the voice of who it is who is calling him, 
and immediately responds to that voice. 

Jesus said: My sheep hear my voice and follow me. Here is a great example of 
that scripture being seen in action. 

After Ananias got clear instructions from the Lord in the vision, and got clarification 
about his mission, he went to the house to complete his task, without and further 
consideration for his own personal safety. He had received the revelation that when you 
are obedient to the Lord, and you do what He has commanded you to do, then it is 
God’s responsibility to guide and protect you from harm. 

The second account starts in Acts chapter 10 from verse 1 and is the account 
about Cornelius, the Gentile, who is a devout man from Caesarea, a Gentile - not even 
a Jew, who has been giving aid to the poor and whose giving has got God’s attention. 

In this account, we have the Lord speaking to him also in a vision and telling him to 
send to Joppa and have Simon called Peter, come to him and to explain to him a 
message from God. 

The important thing to remember about this story is that it was forbidden for a Jew 
to enter the house of a non-Jew, as it would be considered unclean and hence you 
would become defiled and have to go through the seven-day purification process before 
you could re-enter the temple again. 

God has to “re-educate” Peter with a vision to prepare him for the servants who 
are travelling to meet him and request his presence with their master, in Cornelius’ 
house, the house of a non-Jew. 

In Acts chapter 10, commencing in verse 9 the account of this story unfolds. In just 
a few verses, Jesus cuts through more than 4,000 years of Jewish culture and tradition. 

At this time in Peter’s understanding, the good news about Jesus, His resurrection, 
and his identity as the Messiah, was still restricted and available to the Jews only, but 
after this encounter and vision from the Lord, Peter gets the revelation, that the 
promises of the Old Testament are now being implemented in this new era. The Good 
News is now also available to the Gentiles. 

This is confirmed in his response in chapter 10, verse 34: Then Peter opened his 
mouth, and said: Of a truth | perceive that God is no respecter of persons: But in every 
nation he that fears Him, and works righteousness, is accepted with him. The word, 
which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (He is Lord 
of All.) 

Peter then goes on to tell all the people assembled in Cornelius’ house the 
message, the good news about Jesus Christ. He completed his message with these 
words: And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he 
which was ordained by God to be the judge of the quick and the dead. To him gave all 
the prophets’ witness that through his name whosoever believes in him shall receive 
remission of (their) sins. 

While Peter was still soeaking these words, the Holy Ghost fell upon all those who 
were assembled in the room who heard this message — both Jew and Gentile alike. 
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The Jews travelling with Peter were astonished at this turn of events, but they 
could not deny the evidence of the Holy Spirit upon the Gentiles, because they were 
also speaking in tongues, just like it was with them, when they first received the Holy 
Spirit. 

We have looked at three accounts of God speaking to people in the Old Testament 
and another two accounts of God speaking to people in the New Testament, so it is 
clear that God can talk to you, right now, even as you sit there reading this book and 
contemplating to yourself why God would want to talk to you (individually), and what 
could God possibly want you to do for Him. 

Do you realise that God has been talking to mankind ever since He created them? 
Why? Because He loves us; we are His greatest creation. The problem in many cases 
(and for many centuries) is that mankind has failed to recognise His voice, and when 
they DO recognise His voice, they fail TO ANSWER IT or OBEY IT in their own 
personal lives. 

e If God talked to you in a vision, or spoke to you in an audible voice today, 
what would you do? 

e How would you react? 

e Would you respond to the voice of the Lord, or would you close your ears and 
pretend you did not hear Him? 

e The answer to this question will determine your maturity level with Jesus 
Christ. 


Now back to the story: 


In the previous passages, we have the first instance where God tells Moses to do 
something extraordinary; something which was totally against established norms, and 
even against established cultures, by sending a lowly shepherd into a nation, to 
proclaim God’s Word to the ruling monarch, in this case the Pharaoh. 

Under the divine guidance and protection of God, Moses leads the tribes of Israel 
and all their belongings, servants and cattle out of Egypt into the wilderness. The 
journey from Egypt into the Promised Land should have taken only eleven days; but the 
people were still rebellious, they were not ready to enter, they still had a “servant 
mentality”. 

As it was with Moses, who had to walk in the wilderness for forty years to “unlearn” 
his training as a prince in Egypt, so the estimated 3 million people who came out of 
Egypt as the nation of Israel had to learn to become a nation of people, who trusted and 
relied upon God, not a bunch of slaves, who worked for the Egyptians, expecting to be 
fed and clothed by them. These 3 million people were uneducated, an unwilling, 
rebellious people, who had to be re-trained, educated, given laws and government 
structures, before they would be ready to enter the Promised Land that God had 
promised to Abraham and his descendants many generations before, as a newly 
established nation. 
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God Calls Moses to Receive the Tablets with the Ten Commandments -The First 
Time 

When the people had started to complain in the wilderness, God called Moses up 
the mountain where he remained for forty days and forty nights. [This was to be a time 
of testing for the new nation of Israel]. 

It was up the mountain that God gave Moses the two tablets of stone, carved out 
of the side of the mountain by the Finger of God, upon which written the Ten 
Commandments, the Divine Law for all the peoples of the earth to follow. 

| make this point now. This was for all the nations of the earth to follow — not just 
for the Nation of Israel. They were to be the “example nation”, the nation that was “set 
apart” as an example for all other nations to follow and to learn from. 

When this nation followed God’s Laws there was to be peace, prosperity and 
blessings, but when the nation was disobedient and rebelled against God’s laws, they 
would see that there was famine, or flood, or sickness befall the nation, and with wars 
against the tribes and nations around them. 

But while Moses was up the mountain, (for only 40 days) the people fell back into 
their old ways of sin, fornication and worshipping “other gods”. God sent Moses down 
the mountain, because he could see the rebellion that existed among His chosen 
people. 

Moses upon seeing what had taken place while he was away for such a short time, 
said that the nation was not worthy to receive the law of God and in his righteous anger 
he cast it down upon the earth, so that the nation would not be held accountable for 
their sin under the law. 

Yes, they were punished for their sin, but then Moses went up the mountain a 
second time to receive the law once again. This time he read it out to the nation, so that 
all who heard it would know their responsibilities before God. 

For those who are not exactly sure what the law contains it is listed in the 
Appendix 4, or it can be found in Exodus chapter 20 of the Holy Bible. 


So now Moses has the law, which has been read out to the nation; 


How to lead the nation of Israel in the wilderness 
e How do you manage 3 million uneducated, rebellious, complaining people? 
e How do you arrange food, water and clothing for them? 

o Simple: God provides manna from heaven each day, for the nation to go out and 
collect, so that they are no longer hungry. 

o Water is provided: it even flows out of the rocks, when Moses strikes them. 

o One would think that their clothes and shoes would wear out, especially with all 
the walking in the desert for forty years. But God manifested His power and the 
clothes and the shoes remained good for the whole forty years the nation 
remained in the desert. 

e How do you do that and still have time to minister unto your God and to listen quietly 
to his voice? 
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e Here again God gave Moses the answers to these problems by building a tabernacle 
in the wilderness for the people to come and commune with their God. 


Some pastors are already thinking aloud. “| have a congregation of only 200 
educated people and it is a big problem”. How did Moses do it? 


Well, he got to a stage where he was so engrossed in their whining and complaining 
of the people, that he no longer had time to hear the voice of God, so God got his 
attention in a very special way. 


God appeared to Moses’ father-in-law in a vision and gave him the template for 
modern corporation management and told him to go and explain it to Moses. Now Ruel, 
(Jethro) Moses’ father-in-law was the only person who, by culture, Moses must listen to, 
(because he is his wife’s father). 


When Ruel gave Moses this advice, he saw the wisdom of what was being said and 
he established this template within the Jewish nation, so that peace could be restored 
and he could once again have time to commune with His God. 


Why did | include this little piece of information in the story, out of all the many 
stories recounted about Moses and the people of Israel, which took place in the forty 
years while the nation wandered in the wilderness? 


Simple really; it goes to show that God is really interested about every part of our 
lives and about all our affairs. God existed before time and He will exist after time has 
ceased, but He wants us to use our time wisely, not wastefully, therefore He is prepared 
to give us management solutions so that we can manage our time more efficiently, so 
that we still have time to meditate and commune with our God. 


Who to choose from the princes of Israel to go and spy out the land 

Before you attack your enemy, you must know who your enemy is, and what are 
their strong points, and their weaknesses. This is normal military intelligence class 
“101”. So Moses prays to God and Moses is told to select a worthy man, a prince from 
each of the twelve tribes of Israel, to go out and spy out the people who are presently 
living within the “Promised Land’. 


Moses called the nation together before the Tent of Meeting and told the nation 
what God had requested. 

Numbers chapter 13, commencing at verse; And the Lord spoke to Moses saying, 
“Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which | am giving to the children of Israel; 
from each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, everyone a leader among them”. 

So Moses sent them from the wilderness of Paran according to the command of the 
Lord, all of them men who were heads of the children of Israel. 

Now these were the name of the twelve chosen men to go out and to spy out the 
land. 
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Tribe Name 
Reuben Shammua; the son of Zaccur 
Simeon Shaphat; the son of Hori 
Judah *** Caleb; the son of Jephunneh 
Issachar Igal; the son of Joseph 
Ephraim *“* Hoshea, the son of Nun 
Benjamin Palti; the son of Raphu 
Zebulun Gaddiel; the son of Sodi 
Joseph (the tribe of | Gaddi; the son of Susi 
Mannasseh) 
Dan Ammiel; the son of Gemalli 
Asher Sethur; the son of Michael 
Naphtali Nahbil the son of Vophsi 
Gad Geuel; the son of Machi 


These are the names of the twelve people that Moses selected to go and spy out 
the land before they crossed the Jordan to enter into it. 


They were instructed to spy out the land, looking for their strengths and their 
weaknesses and to bring back the fruit of the land, as it was the beginning of July, the 
time of the grape harvest. 


To change the name of the Hoshea to Joshua é 

Before they departed, Moses called these twelve | - 
before the people and announced that henceforth 
Hoshea’s name would be changed to Joshua. (Ref. , 
Numbers 13:16). 


After forty days in the land of Canaan, they returned to 
the nation of Israel carrying with them large bunches of 
grapes on a stick®, as well as pomegranates and figs. 

They assembled before the people to give the report of & 
their findings when they went to spy out the land of 
Canaan, which God had already promised to them. 

It should have been a joyous occasion, but it was not to be the case. Ten of the 
people came back with reports of giants who were over nine feet tall and of walled 
cities, which could not be conquered because Israel did not have the equipment or the 


° From Bible Pictures and What They Teach Us: Containing 400 Illustrations from the Old and New Testaments - With Brief 
Descriptions (Philadelphia, 1897) 
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technology to go up against these nations. It was all negative reports, and the nation 
began to murmur. 


Caleb stood up and reminded the nation of Israel that God had been with them. Did 
they forget so easily the miracles that God had performed in Egypt which had led them 
out of the clutches of the Egyptians, across the Reed Sea® and into the Promised Land? 
Did they not remember that God had told them already that He had already promised to 
give them this land? It was already theirs, all they had to do was believe God and go in 
a take possession of it. Two things we must understand from this little bit of the whole 
story. 


The first is that unity must be God’s unity, following after God’s purposes, looking at 
the “spiritual realm” and God’s promises, not looking at the “natural realm” and what you 
see with your six senses. 


Yes, ten of the spies came back from spying out the land with a united report — but it 
was a report about the “natural realm” that they saw, they did not consider any of the 
promises already made by God to the nation of Israel. Their report (even though it was 
in unity) did not give any glory or honour to God. 


It was only Joshua and Caleb who took the time to consider and remember God’s 
promises to the nation of Israel, before they went out to spy out the land and to see that 
this was the land promised to Abraham many generations before and that now was the 
time for the nation of Israel to march in and take possession of the land. 


But the murmuring continued. Now they wanted to kill Moses because he had 
deluded them by leading them into the desert to die. A big lesson coming up for the 
nation of Israel and also for us; you don’t touch the head of God’s anointed. 


That same night, the ten rebellious spies, the chosen princes of the tribes of Israel, 
all died. The only two who did not die were Joshua and Caleb. They also were the only 
people above 20 years of age who came out of Egypt, who were allowed to enter into 
the Promised Land, all the rest of the 3 million people (above 20 years of age) died in 
the wilderness, as punishment for their rebellion against God. 


And so it was that Moses lead the newly formed nation of Israel around in the 
wilderness for forty years. He was now 120 years old and it was time to hand over 
responsibility of the leadership of the nation to someone else. Who would it be? Moses 
went to God in prayer to find out his successor. 


Select and anoint Joshua to be your successor 
Moses was a man who understood how important it is to train and appoint a 


successor, so that at the appropriate time, his successor would be trained and qualified 
to take on the responsibility of leadership. 


In today’s Christian society, we have failed many times to implement these simple 
rules in the church. A great leader rises up, called by God to fulfil his/ner destiny and for 


° Early translations indicate that the Jewish nation crossed the Reed Sea into the wilderness, not the Red Sea, as is translated in 
modern English translations of the Bible. 
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a season (sometimes just a few years, and in other cases, forty, fifty, or sixty years) 
they go about the task that God Almighty has set before them, but fail to enquire of God 
who it is that God wants to replace him/her and continue “to do the work of the Ministry”. 


Moses was not one of these people. He enquired of God and then once he was sure 
that God wanted Joshua (which means salvation) to replace him He called him before 
the tent of meeting and told all the tribes of Israel that his time on this earth was coming 
to an end and that God had appointed Joshua to be their leader upon Moses’ death. 


But before Moses dies, he again reminds the nation of Israel of all the good things 
that God Almighty has done for them, by bringing them out of Egypt, giving them the 
Law, by which they now administer their new nation and that even the management 
structure that has been set in place to rule and govern the nation was given by God. 


Everything is now ready for the nation to cross over the Jordan and to enter the 
Promised Land, but alas, Moses cannot enter with them, because of his disobedience to 
God in the wilderness. God in His mercy does allow Moses to see into the Promised 
Land from on top of the mountain before He dies, but that was all. 


But we do know from the New Testament that Moses enters into the Eternal Land, 
because he appears with Elijah in their glorified form, when Jesus meets with them on 
the top of Mount Transfiguration and Jesus is also transformed. 


The accounts and the exploits of Joshua are well defined and recorded in the 
scriptures, so we don't have to go over them again here, just to mention that when 
Joshua listened to God the nation of Israel was blessed, but when he went and made 
decisions, without consulting God, then there was defeat upon the nation of Israel. 


Jericho was destroyed because Joshua listened and obediently followed the 
instructions given to him by God Almighty. He told the people that they must not take 
anything from the ruins, it must all be destroyed. But one family ignored the instructions 
and in disobeying God’s instructions set Israel on a path towards destruction. 


When Joshua sent spies to seek out information about this town (Ai) he did not 
enquire of the Lord whether he should go up and attack it or not. He listened to the 
commanders of his army, instead of calling upon God for advice. As a result, his army 
suffered a major defeat and many of his troops were killed. 


The lesson to be learnt here is this. Even though you are God’s chosen instrument 
for a time or a season, you will not be blessed if you don’t continually listen to the voice 
and direction of the Lord, seek His face and listen to His voice. 


When Joshua finally came to his senses and enquired of God, to find out why their 
army was defeated the problem became clear. God revealed that a family was 
disobedient to God’s commands and had taken treasure from the city of Jericho, in 
direct rebellion to God’s instructions. 

The whole nation was assembled and each tribe was tried by lot, until the rebellious 
tribe was identified. Then the families within this tribe were identified by lot until the 
offending family was identified. Aachen and his family were then taken outside the city 
walls and stoned to death, so that name no longer exists within the nation of Israel. 
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God knew who the offending family was when He told Joshua that someone had 
taken some of the spoils. He could have named and shamed them right from the start, 
but chose this method, to clearly show the nation of Israel that nothing is hidden from 
the Lord. 


We should be thankful that we are under grace and that this method does not apply 
anymore to our church congregations. But think about its implications. God does see 
each and every indiscretion which his family members do here on earth. Although God 
does not require that we be taken out and stoned to death like in Old Testament times, 
the lack of blessings for disobedience within the Body of Christ still applies. 


From the story above you will realise that just one disobedient family, within a tribe, 
affected the holiness of the whole nation. We have been commanded to be holy, just as 
Jesus is holy. If there is one disobedient family within our congregation, the same 
applies today. God cannot and will not bless that congregation, until the rebellion and 
sin is dealt with. 


That is why it is so important for the “watchmen on the walls”, the intercessors to be 
ever vigilant in their callings, to seek the face of God, listen to His messages and warn 
the church leaders when similar situations occur. 


In this day and age, it is the Holy Spirit which leads; guides and admonishes the 
Body of Christ; when things are not going according to God’s plan for each and every 
city. That is why it is so important for the western society churches to understand the 
Feasts of the Lord, so that they can appreciate why God has established them and why 
He uses them to reveal His messages to His people. 


We are on this side of the cross. We have experienced Passover (Communion, 
where Jesus laid down His life upon the cross for our individual and corporate sins), we 
have experienced Pentecost (the manifestation of the Holy Spirit upon our lives) and we 
need to experience the parting of the veil, whereby we get the spiritual revelation about 
what it means to be able to walk right into the Holy of Holies and into the presence of 
the throne room of God, to sit with Jesus, on the right hand of God the Father and talk 
to Him face to face. 


CHAPTER TWO: THE FEASTS OF THE LORD 
References: Lev. Chapter 23, and Duet. 16: 1-17 


Introduction 

It has been shown that people of the Western society, sometimes miss significant 
teachings and meanings from the Holy Scriptures, because they do not understand the 
culture, the heritage, or the history, of the Jewish people (God’s people). 

The Lord proclaimed to Moses the Holy Feasts which must be observed by God's 
people in the following references: Lev. chapter 23:2, which says; “Speak unto the 
children of Israel, and say unto them. Concerning the Feasts of the Lord, which you 
shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are My Feasts”. 
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The first thing to understand is: whose feasts are they? They are “the Feasts of 
the Lord”. He confirms this by saying; “these are My Feasts”. These are NOT Jewish 
Feasts, they are Feast of the Lord. 


God Almighty then goes on to say that these feasts shall be a holy convocation. So 
what does that mean? The Oxford dictionary says that ~convocation~ is a “calling 
together” of the assembly. 

This should give you an idea that these Feasts are important for God’s people and 
maybe, just maybe, we should take notice of God’s word, and try to follow the 
instructions given to us in His holy book, because that is how we learn and grow in 
spiritual maturity. 

When we come together in corporate worship, we have come together to pray, to be 
called together as a “holy assembly”, to fulfil the commandments given by God Almighty 
to Moses. This is serious spiritual warfare business. 

In Deuteronomy 16:1-17, there are four types of Festivals, as prescribed in the Old 
Testament: 

I. Pilgrim Festivals: People coming to Jerusalem as commanded by God. 
Penitential Festivals: Festivals of repentance 
Miscellaneous Festivals: To cover many different events: e.g. the birth of a 
child, marriage, funerals, etc. 


4. Sabbath Feasts: The feasts prescribed to be held in each Jewish household 
to celebrate the Sabbath; the reminder of the marriage relationship between 
God Almighty and the Jewish people. 


There are 3 pilgrim feasts which are mandatory for all Jews. These are: 
a) The Feast of the Passover 
b) The Feast of Weeks, held 50 days after Passover (Pentecost) 
C) The Feast of Tabernacles 


Each of the feasts has three significant meanings for the Jewish people, and 
when we understand these things, they have major spiritual importance for us, as 
Christians also. 


Jesus made it quite clear that He came not to abolish the Law, but to fulfil the Law. 
Therefore we should take special note of these Feasts of the Lord, so that we can 
become more Christ like in our daily lives. 


Jesus was a Jew who fulfilled the Law and participated in each of these feasts. 
Because of this fact, it is important for Christians to understand their meaning, so we 
can get a better understanding of their significance to us, as Christians. 


Each feast has the following significant references: 
1: Agricultural 

2. Historical 

3. Theological 
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THE PASSOVER FEAST 
Agricultural significance 


In the month of Abib, (spring) the Passover Feast is to celebrate the “first 
fruits of the harvest”. The Jews brought an Omer (sheaf) of barley from their 
fields to the Temple for thanksgiving. This is the offering from their first harvest 
crop. 

Historical significance 


e 400 years of Egyptian slavery; 

e Moses and a new process of redemption begins, as described in Exodus 
chapter 12 where God institutes a new spiritual calendar into the lives of 
the Jewish nation. 

e This will become the first month of a new beginning for you. (The month 
of Nisan) 

e Take a lamb on the 10" day, look after it until the 14" day the kill it and put 
the blood on the doorposts and the “angel of death” will PASSOVER your 
house. 

e Celebrate the Passover Feast as instructed and then on the 15™ day of 
Nisan, the march commenced towards the Promised Land. 

> Without the Passover, there is no _ historical beginning of the nation of 
Israel. 

> Without the new Passover (that we call communion) there is no historical 
beginning for Christians. 

After 70 A.D. (when the Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed) there were 
no more Passover feasts celebrated. A new feast was instituted called SEDER - 
which is still celebrated by every Jewish family around the world today. 


Theological Significance 


This represents the intervention of God directly into the life of the people 
of Israel to give them “freedom from oppression”. 


For the Christian, this is also a time when we celebrate God’s direct 
intervention for all peoples, (of all nations, tribes and tongues), by the offering up 
of His Son Jesus Christ on the Cross. 


We also remember His victory over death, to become the evidence of a 
new spiritual harvest, with Jesus becoming the “first fruits of the resurrection”. 


The Passover Feast - the actual ceremony 


Before this feast can commence, the wife and the daughters must 
thoroughly clean out the house, completely, wash all the special feast vessels 
and remove all yeast and leaven from the house. For 7 days they must eat 
unleavened bread. 

On the 10" day, a sheep would then be selected with great care from 
among their flock and cared for as a pet for 4 days (that is given special 
attention). 
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On the evening of the 14'" night, the Passover the lamb is killed, and 
roasted on the fire and prepared for eating - nothing must remain at the 
completion of the meal. The Passover table is laid out with the following 
ingredients on the table; Unleavened Bread, Bitter Herbs, Roasted Lamb, Wine. 


In the preparation of the Passover Feast, the Head of the House will be 
asked by the youngest male member of the family, why they are having this feast 
and why it is so important for them to celebrate it. 


The Father (or Grandfather) will then recount the story about how God 
Almighty gave special instructions to Moses about this Feast and why it is so 
special. These readings are from the Scriptures in Exodus 12:1-20. 


Then The Father (or Grandfather) will take up the unleavened bread and 
give thanks to the Lord, in a prayer of thanksgiving. Once he has finished the 
prayer he will break the bread into three pieces and interchange the second and 
third pieces before laying them back onto the table. He then takes up the bowl 
with the bitter herbs and eat a small portion. 


The second piece of bread is wrapped in a cloth and removed from 
the table and hidden. 


From the first piece that was broken off, he takes a piece and eats it and 
then a small portion of the lamb, and finally a glass of non-alcoholic wine. 


The spiritual significance of the breaking of the bread is not understood by 
many Jews, but it has special significance to Christians, because it is another 
confirmation of the Promises from God. The whole piece of the bread represents 
the Godhead. 


e The first piece represents God the Father. 

e The second piece of bread represents Jesus Christ. 

e The third piece of bread represents the Holy Spirit. 

When they take the second and third pieces, and interchange them, it 


signifies the promise that Jesus would not leave us nor forsake us, but would 
provide to us “The Comforter” the Holy Spirit to be with us and to guide us. 


The Scriptures record all the special things that Jesus did during His 
ministry here on earth. We know that the Ministry of Jesus was about three 
years. Yet we only have Him recorded as attending one Passover meal with His 
disciples. This is because He attended the first two Passover meals with His 
“earthly family’. 


You will recall that Jesus makes mention that the Passover Feast before 
His Crucifixion is a “special feast” that He wants to share with His disciples - not 
His earthly family. 

Even the way Jesus decides on the location of the Upper Room in which 
to hold this feast is special — but his disciples missed it. (Remember men don't 
carry water jugs in Old Testament times). Jesus was instigating a new concept 
into the Passover. 
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The family which participates in this feast (the New Passover) is a family 
which is selected by Jesus Christ and belongs to Him. Only Christian believers 
(people called by His name) participate in this feast — not unbelievers. 


The elements used by Jesus were the same as in the original Passover 
feast. They participated in the Jewish Passover, just like their forefathers had 
done from the time of Moses, breaking the bread into 3 pieces, interchanging the 
2" and 3™ pieces, hiding the 2™ piece and eating the 1°‘ and 3” pieces of the 
bread , the lamb and then dinking the wine. This was later followed by bringing 
the 2" piece of bread back to the table. But then something marvellous happens; 
as recorded in Matthew chapter 26. 


As they were eating, Jesus took up the second piece of bread and blessed 
it and then He broke it and said: This (second piece of bread) is my body which is 
broken for you, take and eat it. Then He took the wine, gave thanks and then 
gave it to them telling them: This is my blood of the New Testament (the New 
Covenant) which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 


Jesus was referring to the new covenant (which all of His disciples knew 
about) which is clearly identified in Jeremiah 31:31, and says; “Behold, the day 
shall come says the Lord, that | will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel, and with the house of Judah; not according to the covenant that | made 
with their fathers in that day that | took them by the hand, to bring them out of 
Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although | was a husband unto them, 
says the Lord. But this shall be the covenant that | will make with the house of 
Israel; after these days says the Lord, | will put my laws in their inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. And 
they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother 
saying, Know the Lord, for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the 
greatest of them, says the Lord; for | will forgive their iniquity, and | will remember 
their sins no more”. 

The second part of the Passover feast that Jesus instituted here was a 
confirmation of what had been practised and prophesied for centuries. The bread 
was the same - but the lamb was different. Jesus was pointing to Himself — the 
lamb without blemish — a once for all time sacrifice. 


Remember what has taken place. The Bread was taken by Jesus; He 
gave thanks to His Father in Heaven, just like it had been done at each and 
every Passover Feast, from the time of Moses. He then broke it symbolically into 
three pieces, interchanged the second and third pieces, and put them back onto 
the table. Up until this point there is no difference in the Jewish celebration. 

In the traditional Jewish Passover (or Seder) the second piece of bread is 
taken away from the table and hidden, so that the children present can find it and 
bring it back to the table, where they are rewarded with 30 silver coins. 
(Remember Jesus was betrayed by Judas for 30 silver coins) 
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Then Jesus tells His disciples that the bread represents His Body which 
will be broken for the remission of sins of all nations. The Scriptures does not 
record that He ate the bitter herbs (although He was forced to drink bitter liquid 
on the cross). It then states that Jesus took the wine at the end of the meal - 
indicating that the sheep which was brought to the feast for Passover was 
already eaten. 


Jesus then took the wine and told the Disciples that it represented the 
Blood of the New Covenant - his blood which would be shed for many. (This New 
Covenant was nothing new to the Jews as it is recorded in Jeremiah 31:31). 
Jesus told His disciples that they were to partake in this feast regularly, (as often 
as you meet) to remember Him, until He returns. 


So today, when we take part in the Holy Communion (the New Passover 
Feast) we must recognise that we are proclaiming that we belong to Jesus 
Christ, and that we are obeying His commandment by remembering the shame, 
torture and pain that Jesus suffered on the cross for our sins & that He died and 
was resurrected into victorious life & now sits at the right hand of the Father 
Almighty, continually interceding for us. 


It is therefore important that before we partake of this feast that we ensure 
our “Spiritual Houses” are washed perfectly clean and that there is no “leaven” 
(sin) remaining in our “Spiritual houses” - which is ourselves. 


Because God makes it very clear that people who partake of the 
Communion with an incorrect spiritual attitude will be judged for it - in just the 
same way as the Jews would be judged if they partake of leavened bread during 
the Passover Feast period. 


Remember, if a Jew partook of leavened bread during the Passover Feast 
period he was to be stoned to death. This is how serious it is to partake of 
communion with a wrong (sinful) attitude. Therefore, we should all remember the 
scripture which clearly says; examine yourselves before you come to the 
communion table & if you perceive any wrong that you have done to a brother or 
sister, leave the communion table, go and make it right, ask for forgiveness of the 
brother or sister and only then should you come back and participate in the 
Lord’s Supper. 
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AGRICULTURAL HISTORICAL THEOLOGICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE SIGNIFICANCE SIGNIFICANCE 


Thanksgiving for the “First 
Fruits of the Harvest’. 


Bring a sheaf of barley into 
the temple for a thanksgiving 
offering. (An Omer of barley) 


400 years of Egyptian 
slavery 


God sends Moses 


Without the Passover there 
is no historical beginning for 
the nation of Israel. 


The process of redemption 
commences. 


Take a lamb, sprinkle blood, 
protection against the angel 
of death. 
Eat the lamb as a 
celebration of salvation. 
15th day of the Month of 
NISAN (First month) march 
towards the Promised Land. 
After 70 A.D. no more 
sacrifices - a new ceremony 
was created called SADER - 
symbolic of the temple 
sacrifice in the synagogues. 
This ceremony consists of: 
. Bitter herbs 
. Unleavened Bread 
. Karousa - a mixture to 
remember the bricks of 
the temple. (90% of all 
Jewish families still 
celebrate the SEDER 
today) 
The centre of the Jewish 


religion is not the Temple — It 
is the family !!! 


Freedom from Oppression 


Freedom to grow - as 
individuals, groups and as a 
nation. 


To develop a concept of God 


Judaism & Christianity both 
understand a Monastic 
Theology - God working in 
History. 

God clearly showing His 
presence: a cloud by day &a 
fire by night - proving He is 
the Lord of History. 
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PENTECOST 
Agricultural significance 


From the Greek word “Penta” which means 50. The Hebrew word is 
“Hamisheen,” (the festival of weeks) and the feast is celebrated 50 days after 
Passover. The feast is to celebrate the first fruits of the main (wheat) harvest, the 
major food source for the nation of Israel. 


Historical Significance 


Called the “Festival of Weeks’, it is in fact Chapter 2 of Passover. 50 days 
after the first Passover in Egypt, Moses received the Law on Mt. Sinai (the first 
time). These tablets were destroyed because of the disobedience and the sins of 
the nation of Israel. 


Theological Significance 


3,000 people were destroyed at this time (in the desert) because of their 
rebellion against God. Jewish people stay up all night to read the Torah at this 
time. In particular they read the Book of Ruth. This is an expression of dedication 
and attachment of Gentiles to the Torah. It teaches Freedom ---- Law & order ---- 
- Discipline and obedience. 


For the Christian it is the time when we remember that God fulfilled His 
promise of Hosea 4:6 and the Words of Jesus Christ, just before his ascension 
into Heaven, to wait for the Promise of the Father, the Holy Ghost -- who is the 
seal of our salvation until the judgement day - our day of salvation. 


The Holy Spirit is also our promised gift of empowerment, to allow us to go 
on in the footsteps of Jesus Christ, to complete the tasks that have been set out 
before us - both collectively as the Body of Christ and singularly as individual 
Christians - independently chosen by God Almighty, to execute wonderful works 
in our lives and in the lives of others, through the blood and love of Jesus Christ. 


This is also the time when we remember the evidence of the main spiritual 
harvest beginning, with more than 3,000 Jews and Gentiles accepting Christ as 
their own personal Saviour, and being sealed by the Holy Spirit, until the day of 
salvation. This is a promise which is given to “all those who are afar off” - in both 
time and distance. 


Many churches today argue about the value of the Holy Spirit in the world 
today, and whether the Gifts of the Spirit of 1. Corinthians chapter 13 are evident 
in the world today. 

If the Holy Spirit is not in the world today, we cannot become saved today, 
because Acts 2:38 says: REPENT OF YOUR SINS, BE BAPTISED, AND YE 
SHALL RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT. These three conditions for salvation are 
all indicated in the same verse of Scripture. You cannot have one without the 
other; otherwise we are saying that God’s word is not true. 

In Ephesians 1:13-14 it says: In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard 
the Word of truth, the Gospel of your salvation: in whom also after ye believed, 
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ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of Promise. Which is the earnest of our 
inheritance; until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of 


His glory”. 

We are purchased by the blood of Jesus Christ, we are His possession, 
and the proof of this is that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit. 

If the Holy Spirit is not evident in the world today, we all have a problem 
because the Scripture says that He (the Holy Spirit) we will be withdrawn only at 
the time of Judgement. If He (the Holy Spirit) as they claim is gone and we are 
still here — we have missed the boat — Jesus must have already come and we 


are still here. 


According to the Word of God, any church which claims that the Holy 
Spirit is not in evidence in the world today is at risk of the following: 
a) Grieving the Holy Spirit - which is a direct commandment of a thing 
we must not do. 
b) Will be charged as being of the Church of Laodicea, as referred to 
in the Book of Revelations - a church that Jesus will spit out of His 


mouth. 


PENTECOST - SUMMARY 


AGRICULTURAL HISTORICAL THEOLOGICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE SIGNIFICANCE SIGNIFICANCE 


”Penta’” in Greek means 
50 - in Hebrew it is 
“Hamisheen” - Festival 
of Weeks - chapter 2 of 
the Passover. 


First fruits of the main 
harvest. Bring wheat to 


the temple - great 
importance and 
celebration 


Thanksgiving for all 
fruits at this time. 


At this time (7 weeks 
after Passover) on Mt. 
Sinai, Moses is given 
the tablets of the Law 
(the first time) “The 
giving of the Law “The 
Torah.” 


This was destroyed 
because of the 
disobedience of the 
Jewish people. 


3,000 people are 
destroyed in the desert 
for their disobedience. 


Moses had to receive 


the Law a second time. 


Freedom from 
oppression 


Law & Order 
Discipline & obedience 


Jewish people stay up 
all night reading the 
book of Ruth - an 
expression of 
dedication & attachment 
of the Gentiles to the 
Torah. 

3,000 people give their 
hearts to Jesus Christ 
when Peter preaches at 
Pentecost and are 
saved. 
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THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES 
The Agricultural significance 


This feast takes place in the autumn. This feast is to celebrate the in- 


gathering of the last of all the crops and animals before the winter. It is the time 
of greatest rejoicing of all Jewish Festivals. 


Pilgrimage Festival 


Many observances in the temple. 

Marching around the altar in the temple (now inside the synagogue). 

(Palm Sunday) - Christian Festival - is taken from the procession of the 
Festival of the Tabernacles). 

Many Christians believe that Jesus shall return at this time for the “final in- 
gathering of His saints”, because this is the only one of the Pilgrimage 


Feasts where the trumpets are sounded as a signal of victory. Revelations 
indicates that Jesus shall return “at the sound of the Trumpets”. 


HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 


To remember the wandering of the Jewish people in the desert for 40 
years. 


God Almighty provided Manna from Heaven to feed them. It tasted like 
whatever they wanted it to taste like. 

How did they live? In tents (Hebrew word: SOOKOT means tents). 

The first generation to leave Egypt failed in their obedience to God and all 
perished in the desert - except Joshua and Caleb. (See also reference to 
Jethro and his family, after they cross over the Jordan). 

Even today, Jews live in tents for 7 days to remember the hardships of the 
life in the desert, but to give thanks for God’s provisions and His mercy 
upon them. 


RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE 


e Itis a Festival of Thanksgiving: 
e Toremember God’s promises in His Word 
e To give gratitude to God for honouring His promises 


e 75 % of the Jewish Prayer book is read at this time, because it consists of 
prayers of thanksgiving. If 75% of the Jewish Prayer Book consists of 
prayers of thanksgiving, we need to get the revelation about how 
important prayer is today. 


e Remember Jesus said; My Father’s house shall be a house of prayer, 
but you have made it into a den of thieves. |If we examine our houses 
today, what sort of house do we find? Are they “houses of prayer”, or are 
they really something else? 


e The most important thing is to give thanks to God. 
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TABERNACLES - SUMMARY 


AGRICULTURAL HISTORICAL RELIGIOUS 
SIGNIFICANCE SIGNIFICANCE SIGNIFICANCE 


In-gathering of the last of | To remember the 40 years | A time of celebration and 


the season’s harvests in the desert and God’s thanksgiving for God’s 


promises and provisions promises of salvation. 
for His people 


PENITENTIAL FESTIVALS 
ROSH HASHANAH ~ SPIRITUAL NEW YEAR 


Head Year: There is a separation of 10 days between the Rosh Hashanah 
Festival and the Yom Kippur Festival. These are feasts of Repentance & 
Reconciliation. 


Theology: REALITY OF SIN - NOT CONCEPT OF SIN (This is not talked 
about anymore) - everybody blames faulty genes, or the 
environment in which a child was brought up in, as the causes of 
their “failures”. Nobody wants to take responsibility for their 
mistakes, nor recognise that they are sinners anymore. 


IN JUDAISM: SIN IS REAL - Man is free to obey or disobey. Man has freedom 


of will. 
REPENTANCE or ATONEMENT - 3 changes are required - 3 R’s 
e Recognition of wrong doing - - -> Recognition of Sin, both personal & 
national 
° Regret of wrong doing --- > Human sorrow before God to ask for 
His forgiveness 
e Resolve ---> Not to repeat the sins already 


recognised again 
At the Rosh Hashanah ceremony, there are two days of preparation, to 
recognise ones’ personal and ones’ national sins. 

1. During this time, there is an individual and a collective call, upon God 
Almighty for repentance of our individual and our collective sins. 

2. At this time, the “Shofar” the ram’s horn is blown. It dates back to the time 
of Abraham & Isaac and the sacrifice to God on the mountain. Hence the 
use of one of the oldest musical instruments in the world, which is still in 
use today. 

3. The horn is blown to wake up the unwary to their sins. 

Spiritually, our life is a road: 
° The horn is to blow us out of our apathy. 


° The blowing of the horn is to wake us up out of our spiritual sleep. 
e To make us change our ways 
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° To get us back before God 


During this time all Jews participate in a 24 hour fast - no food, no water. The 
only exemptions are people who are medically sick or in emergencies. 


Five (5) Services are held in the synagogues during that 24 hour period, as 
people are encouraged to examine themselves and their attitude towards God, 
and the people around them. 


YOM KIPPUR - FEAST OF ATONEMENT [AT-ONE-MENT] WITH GOD] 


Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, occurs on the 10th day of Tishrei, 10 
days after Rosh Hashanah. This is the feast where all Jews recognise that they 
have sinned. (“CHET”~~ missed the mark). 

It is a time of total fasting for 24 hours - it changes many people as they 
celebrate this festival of repentance & atonement - to allow people to get back to 
God. It is also a day of many miracles. 


Jewish tradition believes that on this day God places a seal upon the 
Divine decrees affecting each person for the coming year. In other words, 
decisions of life and death, peace and prosperity have all been decided and are 
now sealed. The Book of Life is closing on this day. 


The sequence of events in the cycle of the Jewish spiritual year starts with 
Rosh Hashanah and continues through the next 10 days to culminate with Yom 
Kippur. Divine decisions are made on Rosh Hashanah, when all of humanity 
stands in judgment before God. 


So you have a repentance window of 8 days. The number 8 signifies a 
new spiritual beginning. For the Jew, this is the last time they have to intercede 
before God for the upcoming year 

These decrees are sealed on Yom Kippur and the intervening 8-day 
period, the Ten Days of Repentance, are the window of opportunity for the 
human dynamic to influence the Divine decrees. On Yom Kippur we make our 
final plea to God. 

Yom Kippur is mentioned in the Torah, and described as a day upon 
which we are to "afflict our souls." 

This phrase has been interpreted by the rabbis to include prohibitions 
against eating, drinking, bathing, wearing leather shoes and sexual cohabitation. 

It is one of the major fasts in Judaism, meaning it begins at sundown and 
continues to the following sundown. The Torah specifically connects the concept 
of atonement with this day and that connection has remained central. 

The idea of atonement includes accepting responsibility for our actions (or 
inactions) through prayers of confession. 

These prayers mention both individual and communal sins and make up a 
large portion of the prayer services on Yom Kippur. 
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The Yom Kippur service: 


The evening begins with the prayer of “Kol Nidre”, which absolves the 
individual of unfulfilled personal vows between the individual and God for the 
coming year. Its haunting melody marks the start of the fast and sets the tone for 
the next 24 hours. 


Although Yom Kippur addresses both individual and communal sins, it is 
not a vehicle through which one corrects an injustice between individuals. 


There are two distinct relationships in Judaism: 


> Person to person, and 
> Person to God. 


To atone for deeds committed against another person, Jewish tradition 
teaches that you must confront that person directly and apologize. 


Yom Kippur will address the impact that deed had upon your relationship with 
God, but without the personal apology, the deed remains uncorrected. This 
element of the day often leads to difficult self-assessments and personal 
accountability for the choices made in the previous year. 

For the Jews it is a time of “self-examination”, both on the personal level with 
the people around you, and also in the personal relationship you have with your 
God. 


As Christians, we are also encouraged to regularly review ourselves, on a 
spiritual level, to look at our relationships with our brothers and sisters, and the 
people we come in contact with on a daily basis. 


If we see than something is not right, then today is a good day to change that 
for the better, to plead God’s forgiveness, to repent and to make a commitment 
not to make these same mistakes again. 

Where necessary, pray for the Holy Spirit to give you the additional strength, 
patience, or perseverance, to make sure that this never happens again. 

MINOR FESTIVALS 
Lag Baomer 

It is celebrated 33 days after the Passover Feast. It is celebration to 
remember the end of the plague which occurred against Israel when 24,000 
people died (33rd day of Omer). 

It is also a time to remember the war between Israel and the Romans. At 
this time bonfires are lit in Jerusalem (probably to remember the bonfires which 
were lit to burn the 24,000 bodies afflicted by the plague). 

HANUKKAH - The Festival of Dedication 

The origin for this festival is found in the Book of the Maccabees. This 
festival is now only an optional festival as some Jews do not practise it anymore. 
It is a festival to protect Judaism, when the Jews fought and defeated their 
enemies. It is a time to remember God’s promises to His people. 
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In the study of numerology of the bible, we know that 7 is the perfect 
number and that the Menorah is a candelabrum of 7 candles. The number “8” is 
the number signifying a new beginning and we all have an opportunity of a new 
beginning in Jesus Christ. 


The Hanukkah festival is celebrated with a special lamp in the temple 
which has 9 candles and is a festival of dedication, where they light 1 candle per 
day for 8 consecutive days, from the 9" candle, which is referred to as the 
“servant candle”. 


Remember Jesus said; If you want to be great in God’s kingdom learn to 
be a servant of all. We know that the number for Jesus is 888, and we 
(Christians) celebrate His birth by the lighting of one candle per week for the 4 
weeks of advent. 


PURIE FESTIVAL - (CARNIVAL FESTIVAL) 


This festival is celebrated on the 13th and 14th days of the month of 
ADAR and is held to remember and burn effigies of Haman, who tried to destroy 
Mordecai and Esther and all the Jews in the kingdom. 


During these two days the Book of Esther is continually read in each 
synagogue and in every Jewish home. 


THE SHABBAT - THE SABBATH FESTIVAL 
THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD 


The commandments for the Sabbath are clearly laid down in the book of 
Exodus for all believers to follow. 


Ex. 20:8-11. Earnestly remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy 
(withdrawn from common employment and dedicated to God). Six days you shall 
labour and do all your work. But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your 
God; in it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, your daughter, your 
manservant, your maidservant, your domestic animals, or the sojourner within 
your gates. For in 6 days the Lord made heavens and earth, the sea, and all that 
is within them, and rested on the seventh day. That is why the Lord blessed the 
Sabbath day and hollowed it (set it apart for His purposes). 


Ex. 31:13-17.Say to the Israelites, Truly you shall keep My Sabbath’s, for it is a 
sign between Me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I, 
the Lord, sanctify you (set you apart for Myself). You shall keep the Sabbath’s 
therefore, for it is holy to you; everyone who profanes it shall be put to death; for 
whoever does work on the Sabbath shall be cut off from his people. Six days 
may work be done, but the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, sacred to the Lord; 
whoever does work on the Sabbath day shall surely be put to death. Wherefore 
the Israelites shall keep the Sabbath, to observe it throughout their generations, 
a perpetual covenant. It is a sign between Me and the Israelites for ever; for in six 
days the Lord, made the heavens and earth, and on the seventh day He ceased 
and was refreshed. 
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The Sabbath is clearly very important for the Jews and Christians alike, as 
it is a time of obedience to God, and also a time of celebration and remembering 
the wonderful things that God has done for us. 

As Christians, we believe we are “the Bride of Christ”. The Jews celebrate 
the Sabbath as a “Bridal feast” - because they are also part of the Bride of Christ 
- because the promises to the nation of Israel has not been withdrawn. This may 
come as a surprise to some Christians! 

WHAT DOES GOD MEAN WHEN HE COMMANDS US NOT TO WORK ON 
THE SABBATH? 

In Exodus chapters 20 through 31, we see that the building of the 

tabernacle had to stop on the Sabbath, as this was considered as “work”. 


Examples of work: 


1. To saw shelves, to hammer them together, but also to chop wood. 

2: To bake showbread, reaping grain, winnowing, making dough, kneading 
dough. 

3. To make tapestries, spinning wool, dying weaving, etc. 


4. Forbidden to light a fire. 

In total there are 39 activities that were necessary to build the tabernacle, 
and all these activities are considered as “work” or “Malacha’. 

WHY DID GOD GIVE THE COMMANDMENT OF THE SABBATH? 

All these 39 activities have one thing in common: they cause a change in 
the creation of an item, originally created by God Almighty. 

So “Work”, as defined by God, is an activity by which man makes a 
change in creation, (either physically or chemically) by using his intelligence and 
skills. 

THE SABBATH EXPERIENCE 


God Almighty named all the days commencing from sunset till sunrise 
(darkness to light). Sabbath starts Friday afternoon with sunset (Gen. 1:5) 


At the commencement of the Shabbat the family will go to special services 
at the temples. This is followed by the story of the two angels. The story is briefly 
explained below. The story does not come from the Bible, but from the 
Babylonian Talmud Tractate Shabbat 119b. 


“Two ministering angels: - one good and one evil - escort a person home 
from the synagogue on the eve of the Sabbath. 

If a Jew arrives home and finds a burning lamp, a set table and a made 
bed, the good angel says ‘May it be (God's) will that it also be so next Sabbath’. 
The evil angel is compelled to answer, ‘Amen’. 

But if not - then the evil angel says, ‘May it be (God’s) will that it also be so 
next Sabbath.’ The good angel is compelled also to say “Amen”. 
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The aforementioned passage forms the basis for the custom of singing the 
well-known evening song Shalom Aleichem. If every Jew is accompanied home 
by two ministering angels, then it is only proper that he greets them and seeks 
their blessing. 


Therefore, he should prepare his home and person for the Sabbath queen 
as if he were about to play host to a human queen. The song in Hebrew (Shalom 
Aleichem) is reproduced below: 


“Shalom Aleichem malache hasharet malache eljon mimelech malache 
hamelachim hakadosh baruch hu. 


Boachem leshalom malache hashalom malache eljon mimelech malache 
hamelachim hakadosh baruch hu. 


Barchuni leshalom malache hashalom malache eljon mimelech malache 
hamelachim hakadosh baruch hu. 


Tsetchem leshalom malache hashalom malache eljon mimelech malache 
hamelachim hakadosh baruch hu”. 


The celebration feast is prepared before sunset, because no work can be 
done after sunset - even lighting a match. The Sabbath table is laid out similar to 
the sketch below with a special place left vacant for the “bridegroom” - the 
Messiah. The bread is especially baked with a platted layer on top. The plait is 
made up of six strands - to remind us that God provided Manna from heaven for 
6 days, but He commanded that on the 6" day the Jews were to collect enough 
manna for the Sabbath also. 


Also on the table are bottles of wine, very low in alcohol content, which 
every person drinks at this time. 


Chair left vacant for the 
\Bridegroom" - the Messiah 


the crust - to remind us that 6 days God provided 
manna from heavens and on the 6 th day He 
provided enough for the Sabbath also. 
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The celebration starts with the “lady of the house” - the wife, or the oldest 
daughter, lighting the candles and singing a welcoming hymn, to welcome the 
Messiah into their presence. (The candles must be lit before sunset) 


This is followed with wine being drunk by the oldest male, reciting from the 
Torah the passages about the Sabbath and offering prayers of thanksgiving to 
the Lord. The bread is taken and broken into pieces “Kiddush” as a sign of 
sanctification and thanksgiving, and is eaten with salt (the universal sign of 
peace). This is then followed by the oldest male drinking the wine and then 
everybody drinks the wine and the meal begins. (There is great similarity here 
between this feast and the “Passover feast” - the bread and the salt representing 
the body and peace of Jesus Christ and the signifying the new covenant through 
the blood of the Messiah - Jesus Christ). 

Conclusion: 

As can be seen from this series of teachings, we have “missed the mark” many 
times in our modern churches today, because we fail to understand some of the very 
basic laws, as laid down in the Old Testament and reminded to us by Jesus Christ. 
Many argue that these laws are in the Old Testament, so they don’t apply to us 
anymore, because we live under grace. 


If that is the case, then it is no longer a sin to commit murder, or to commit adultery, 
or to commit treason against a king or a national leader. | am sure that you agree these 
laws still apply and we have national laws to reinforce this claim in our legislations in 
most countries today. So, if these parts of the Old Testament still apply, then how can 
we argue that it all does not apply? Remember God’s word is unchanging. 


Therefore, maybe we need to do more study on when and how often we should 
meet and when and how often we should celebrate communion. 


Finally a thought: 


> Jesus told us to celebrate communion, as often as we meet together, in 
remembrance of Him. 

> What would happen, if Jesus only remembered us, every time we remembered 
Him, by celebrating communion to Him? 

Selah. Stop, Pause and think about that. 


CHAPTER THREE: THE FINGER OF GOD IN THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST 


Before time began, Jesus was. Jesus was the Word that was with God, nothing was 
made without Jesus being involved in its making. Jesus was present in Genesis when 
Satan rebelled and attempted a coup in heaven. He was there when Satan was cast out 
of heaven and the angels who rebelled with him were sealed in the third level of 
Gehenna until the judgement day. 


For all of time (as we know it) God the Father has had the Finger of God pointing at 
His Son. God the Father was so proud when His Son was born that He sent angels to 
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proclaim His birth. All through His life whilst He was on this earth God the Father was 
constantly watching and being in communion with His Son. Why was that the case? 
Because He loved Him so much and there was such a bond between them, that no sin 
could interrupt their eternal bonds. 


Jesus said: / only do what | see My Father doing. | only say what | hear My Father 
saying. That gives us a clear understanding of the closeness of the relationship 
between God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ. They were (and still are) 
inseparable. 


Even today as you read this book, Jesus is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father, continually interceding for the saints and diverting the accusations of Satan 
away from the believers, because He reminds the Father that he has already died for 
their sins and that their sins are covered by His blood. 


Apostle Paul encouraged us to become more “Christ-like”, so that we can approach 
the limits of faith that Jesus had (faith without limits). That we can perform the miracles 
signs and wonders that Jesus performed whilst He was upon the earth. In fact Jesus 
said that we would perform greater things than He did, because He has gone to be with 
His Father once again. 


When we become Christ-like, it gets God’s attention. When we become Christ-like, 
we become a vessel that God the Father can use for His glory. Up until the time that we 
are selected for a task we are nothing, just ordinary men and women. 


But when we are selected by God, when the Finger of God is pointing at us, we 
become extraordinary, through the gifts that the Lord bestows upon us, to do the tasks 
we have been selected to do. 


Jesus was sent down upon this earth as part of God’s eternal plan, before the 
creation of the world, to be the lamb without blemish, the “once for all of time sacrifice”, 
so that He could take His own blood into the Holy of Holies and sprinkle it onto the 
mercy seat, as an eternal covering for our sins. 


Because of the blood of Jesus Christ, we have the power to overcome the enemy 
(Satan and his principalities and powers). His blood cleanses us from. all 
unrighteousness and through the power of the Holy Spirit we are sealed until the day of 
our salvation. 


This should make everybody reading this book so happy and joyful. We have an 
intercessor who sits at the right hand of His Father, continually interceding for us, 
whenever the accuser of the brethren comes into God’s presence and makes 
accusations against us. 


Because of the blood of Christ which has already been shed for us, the accuser of 
the brethren cannot point to any of our sins which occurred before salvation, because if 
he does, then Jesus says they are covered by His blood and that is the end of that. 
However if there are sins we have committed since we became a Christian, that we 
have not taken to the Lord and confessed and asked forgiveness for, then Satan is able 
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to bring these sins to the Father, where the Holy Spirits acts to convict us of these sins, 
so that we can confess them and once again be clean on the inside. 


Jesus did many signs and wonders whilst He was upon the earth and He did these 
only because the Finger of God (The Holy Spirit) was with Him. He told His disciples 
that He only did what He saw the Father doing. He only said what He heard the Father 
saying. 

We have to learn this basic concept also. To say what the Father (or Jesus) says 
and, to do what the Father (or Jesus) does, to proclaim what is written. Whenever we 
speak out proclaiming: /t is written ... followed by the Word of God, miracles will 
happen. But this can only happen if you know what is written in God’s word. You cannot 
say it if you don’t know it! 

It has been said that the earth has many seas and rivers waiting for people with 
faith to walk on them. Because the Body of Christ has failed in its responsibility to teach 
sound doctrine, the church is dying. Why do | say that? Well we keep hearing church 
leaders tell us to pray for revival. You only pray for revival if something has died. The 
physical building maybe still there, but the spiritual building, which is each saved soul, 
seems to becoming less and less sensitive to the things of God and more sensitive of 
the things around them, the things of this world. 


Here in Australia, our nation needs to become less politically correct and more 
biblically correct, so that God can continue to bless and protect this nation; that it does 
become the great southland of the Holy Spirit; that the last great revival upon the earth 
will arise from this nation and go to all the nations of the earth. 


As Jesus was a radical in His day, challenging the establishment and the way they 
worshipped God, so the church needs to become radical in this day and age, so that 
God’s attention is re-directed back towards His church. 


God’s word says that we will be known as Christians by our love. But in many 
churches, love is not the centre focus of our existence. 


If God is love and we are to be God’s ambassadors, then surely our actions should 
exhibit God’s love among the congregation members, and to the outside world, (the 
unbelievers), who are crying out for love, and looking everywhere trying to find it. 


That is why the world seems hell bent on finding love in all the wrong places; 
because they don’t find it in the church, or the congregation members, where it should 
be. We are to be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ. We can either be “good” hands 
and feet, or “bad” hands and feet, that is our choice, but either way, we all have a 
responsibility to fix this problem, because we (individually & corporately) will have to 
give an account for our actions (or lack of actions) before the Father. 


Selah. Stop, pause and think about that. 
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CHAPTER FOUR: THE FINGER OF GOD AT PENTECOST 


Throughout the Old Testament, God gave His message through His prophets, as 
they were anointed by the Holy Spirit, on the outside. In Jeremiah 31:31, God reveals 
that He was going to make a new covenant with the house of Israel and that this 
covenant would be different to the original one that was given to the nation of Israel 
through Moses, because it was going to be a covenant of the heart. The effect of this 
covenant was going to be an in-dwelling presence of God; God was going to come and 
dwell within us. God was going to become Emmanuel ~~ God living in us. 


When the first covenant was given in the wilderness, people rebelled and 3,000 
souls perished. When the second covenant was given at Pentecost, 3,000 souls were 
saved. Thus the first century church started with 3,000 souls, no divisions, no 
denominations, and one interpretation of the scriptures. 


We know that Jesus is referred to as the “first fruits of the resurrection”, as He 
resurrected at Passover, which is the celebration of the “first fruits” of the first harvest. 


The second harvest (the main harvest) commenced at Pentecost, and has been 
continuing till this very day, as the Holy Spirit adds to the church “daily” those He has 
chosen to become part of the bride. 


Unfortunately as we all know, (but don’t like to admit) Satan has been allowed to 
enter into the Body of Christ to cause divisions, and water down the power and authority 
of God’s divine word. 


Why do | say this? Because we now allow people to operate in the church today, 
which were forbidden in Old Testament times and in the First Generation Churches in 
the Book of Acts. 


Some churches allow gay and lesbian priests to be ordained into their 
“denominations”, whilst others are strongly against this practise. 


Some believe in “sprinkling” at birth as a form of baptism, whilst others say that this 
is really a “dedication” by the parents, to follow God’s word and teach their child about 
God, so that when he/she is at an age later in life, they can then make up their own 
minds whether to follow Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, or not. 


These denominations believe in a “baptism” after “a conscious decision” to follow 
Jesus Christ, not a generational inheritance. 


Then we have the arguments about the Holy Spirit and the spiritual gifts and the 5- 
fold ministries given to the Body of Christ. 


Some denominations tell their congregations that the gifts of the Holy Spirit were for 
the first generation church only and are not for today. This is countered by other 
denominations who point out that without the gifts of the Holy Spirit operating today, we 
could not be warned about impending calamities which are to befall mankind and 
therefore we could not become prepared for them. 
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This is then further confused by the group of denominations who point out that 
without the Holy Spirit operating within the Body of Christ, and providing the Body of 
Christ with leadership, in the form of the 5-fold ministries, the church as a whole could 
not move forward towards maturity. This group of denominations infer that if you don’t 
believe in the 5-fold ministries for today, you may as well rip out several chapters of 
Paul’s Epistles where he teaches about these things. 


So you see the church has a problem. God’s word is unchanging. God the Father is 
unchanging. Jesus is still seated at the right hand of the Father continually interceding 
for us. 


The Holy Spirit is listening to the discussions going on in heaven and relaying that 
information to believers here on earth. The Holy Spirit is communicating to the ones 
who want to hear from God and be obedient to His wishes and to His commands, at all 
times. 


If there is no Holy Spirit for today, then no communications from God to His people 
today. That could be a REAL Problem! 


CHAPTER FIVE: THE FINGER OF GOD IN THE FIRST CENTURY CHURCH 

The New Testament gives us an account of the growth of the Body of Christ and 
how God’s promise, to take His word to the Gentiles was fulfilled. Was Satan happy that 
his worldly kingdom was being invaded by God’s people? NO. Did he try to do 
something about it? Most definitely, and we have seen that constant battle ever since. 


We are told that we do not battle against flesh and blood, but against principalities 
and powers in high places (in the spiritual realm) and that we need to have the power 
and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit to help us overcome the enemy; to make us what we 
really are ~~ victors ~~ not victims. 


We see recorded in the New Testament, testimonies of heroic actions by people 
who were prepared to be beaten, tortured or even put to death for Jesus Christ. They 
are recorded so that we can get a better understanding of what it means in today’s 
society to be a true believer and a true practising disciple of Jesus Christ. 


These people were prepared to lose their lives for Jesus, so that they would gain a 
life with Jesus for eternity. 


But the Book of Revelation gives us a clear warning of the different church types’ 
which Jesus Christ identified to Apostle John. Of the seven (7) church types identified in 
this book, only two types were considered acceptable in their original state without any 
changes being implemented. 


The first one, the church of Smyrna is an image of the “persecuted church” where 
people suffer torture, even unto death, but refuse to deny Jesus Christ. 


’ See the teaching on the 7 churches of Revelations in Appendix 5. 
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As | write this book in 2013, | am reminded of the churches in Pakistan who have 
been bombed and many people killed as they were worshipping, proclaiming their faith 
in the face of adversity and threats from the Islamic extremists. 


Similar situations are occurring in Egypt, lraq and Iran, as well as many of the 
African Islamic states. These churches are standing up for righteousness sake, even if it 
means death. God’s word tells us that they will be rewarded for their efforts. 


But what of the churches in western society, where there is so much freedom to do 
whatever we like? Do we suffer for righteousness sake? NO. Do we even try to help 
those churches mentioned above who are being persecuted? NO. Do the church 
leaders make petitions to their government leaders to intervene to stop the bloodshed? 
NO. So what does that say about the western society churches? 


Who are we? May | suggest that we will be identified by Jesus as the church of 
Laodicea, the church which is financially rich, but spiritually poor, the church which 
Jesus has already warned He will spit out of His mouth, because we are neither hot nor 
cold; the church which is neither operating by the Law, or operating by Grace, but a 
mixture of the two. As it is written in the scriptures, “now is the time for the church to 
wake up out of its spiritual sleep”; and get on with doing what God has called each of us 
to do. 


CHAPTER SIX: IS THE FINGER OF GOD VISIBLE IN THE MODERN-DAY CHURCH? 

As has been seen in the study of the seven churches in the Book of Revelations, 
(see appendix 5) Jesus considers that only two types of churches are acceptable to 
Him, in their present format without major changes. 


| personally believe it is a pastor with very little wisdom who claims that his church is 
acceptable to God in its present format, without any change. That is unless he/she can 
claim that your church is in fact a church of Smyrna. 


This is why | have included the questionnaire in Appendix 5, so that you can score 
your church and then yourself (as a member of your church) and see if there is any 
need for correction. 


This brings me to an important question which | dealt with in detail in my previous 
book entitled Opening Heaven’s Gates. In this book, | reminded the readers that God 
said that there would be two types of priests® in the Body of Christ right up until the day 
he returns in the clouds for His betrothed, to take her to heaven to be His bride and to 
partake in the marriage supper of the Lamb. 


These two types of priests will have a very different effect on the Body of Christ. 
The Abiathur priesthood is identified as being “less esteemed” before God and in fact 
are allowed to minister among people, but are forbidden from ministering unto God. 
The Zadok priesthood are those which God finds acceptable and they are permitted to 
minister to the people, but they are commanded to minister unto God. 


8 See Appendix 6 
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The New Testament scriptures tell us that we are a royal priesthood, a holy nation 
and that is true. But the question is what sort of priest are we? Are we a priest of the line 
of Abiathur, or are we a priest after the line of Zadok? 

In a recent article written by Rick Joyner he also raises this same question. His 
article is reproduced below, as it also confirms what | have previously written in my 
previous books. 


Rick Joyner: True Messengers: The Great Voices of History - Who are the Sons of 
Zadok in Our Time? Great Voices in History. (From the Elijah List) 


When we have more faith in people than in God, we tend to get our security or 
confidence by how many people share our views. Jesus had a different perspective, 
saying in Luke 6:26: "Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for their fathers 
used to treat the false prophets in the same way." It is noteworthy that the great 
voices in history, and those whose perspective proved true, were almost 
always rejected by the majority, and often stood completely alone. 


We see this with the first apostles. Even so, if we know we are sent by God and 
that we have received our message from Him, then it really does not matter what 
men think about us. 


As Paul said, "/f / [were] still [seeking to 
please] men, | would not be a bondservant of 
Christ" (see Galatians 1:10). Just the 
mentality of seeking our approval or 
encouragement from men can be the biggest 
stumbling block that keeps us from being true 
messengers. 


Paul understood this well. When his 
apostolic authority was challenged, he ° 
pointed to his afflictions and persecutions as 
evidence that he was indeed an apostle. How 
different is that from most who claim to be 
apostles today? 


Of course, just because not many people - 
listen to us, does not prove that we are right 
either. However, we must heed such 


warnings as Matthew 24:12: "Because of the > a = 
increase of wickedness, the love of most will os y ae 
grow cold, but the one who stands firm to the > > . <a> 


end will be saved" (NIV). 


If we get our security from the crowd rather than from the Lord, we will follow the 
crowd instead of the Lord. The Lord did not say that the love of "some" or "many" 
would grow cold, but "most." If we are prone to follow the majority, then we will end 
up being deceived just as “all Israel went astray" following Absalom and turning on 
his father, King David. 
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How could this thing happen in Israel? The 
~ same way it has happened so many times 
since and still happens today. Like a good 
politician, Absalom met with people and 
_ showed sympathy for their problems. 


He gradually increased his authority with 
people because he was a good politician. Then 
David's sin with Bathsheba was exposed. You 
would think that God would certainly depart 
from David after such a diabolical sin. However, 
God has considerably more grace than people 
do, and He did not abandon David. He 
disciplined David because He loved him, but He 
would never leave him or forsake him. 


HIGH PRIEST OF ISRAEL 


Sons of Zadok 


Zadok was High Priest during Absalom's rebellion. At the risk of his ministry and 
even his life, he picked up the Ark and followed David into what seemed like certain 
defeat. Even though “all Israel" was following Absalom, Zadok had the discernment 
to know that the anointing was still on David and that the Lord was still with David. 
So, he risked everything to follow the Lord. That is remarkable spiritual discernment 
and faith. It is the kind that is desperately needed in spiritual leadership in these 
times. 


Centuries later, one of the greatest commendations of all time was given by the 
Lord to Zadok through Ezekiel the prophet. The Lord said that it would be the "sons 
of Zadok" who would be allowed to come near to Him to minister to Him personally 
(see Ezekiel 44:15-16). So who are the sons of Zadok today? 


When the Pharisees told Jesus that they were free because they were sons of 
Abraham, Jesus replied that if they were children of Abraham, they would do the 
deeds of Abraham (see John 8:39-41). Likewise, the true sons of Zadok are those 
who do the deeds of Zadok — those who follow the Lord even when they are a 
minority or are alone, and even when it seems certain to cost them everything, 


maybe even their lives. We are in desperate need of "sons of Zadok" today. 


CHAPTER SEVEN: THE FINGER OF GOD IS POINTING AT YOU 


The challenge that has been left hanging over each of us at the close of the previous 
chapter is clear. As Christians, we are all part of the royal priesthood and we are all in 
Christ Jesus, and we are with Him seated at the right hand of God the Father. But what 
type of priest are we really, that is as individuals? 
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Do we minister unto the people, because we want the praises and the accolades of 
the people, or do we stand before God in all circumstances, even if it means that we 
stand before God alone in holiness, because we believe what we are doing lines up with 
the word of God, and we want to receive the praises from God which are eternal, 
irrespective of what the people may think? 


In today’s society we are continually told “to keep short accounts with God” so that 
Satan cannot accuse us of any unconfessed sin. What of our “priestly sins’? Have we 
ever sat down and taken a long hard look at ourselves, and tried to understand why we 


do certain things in the church and what “benefits”, “recognitions”, or “rewards” we hope 
to receive from doing these things? 


Do you belong to the worship team so that you can “be seen” by the other 
congregation members? 


Do you welcome the people to each meeting, so that you can be “noticed” by the 
congregation members as they come to church each Sunday? 


Do you make the tea and coffee, with a purely “servant’s heart’, or is there another 
motive for your actions? 


Are we part of the intercessors group, because we have a “purely servants heart” 
and want to bring God’s messages to the people, or is it so that we hear from God 
before anybody else, and so we can brag about what God is planning to do in His 
church? 


As | am writing this book, | have to ask myself the same question: “Why am | writing 
this book”? Is it to wake up the church, to get them off their spiritual backsides and onto 
their knees, to repent of their present spiritual lives, or is it for the accolades of men? 


| personally believe that God the Holy Spirit had been giving me the wisdom and the 
knowledge to write this book, so that others may be changed. You will be the earthly 
judge of this, but Jesus Christ knows the intentions of my heart and He will be the 
ultimate judge of my walk in His presence. 


In all circumstances, the Finger of God is pointing at each of us, calling us back to 
Himself, through the blood sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross; so that we have a 
gateway to eternal life, through the power of His blood, for there is no other way for 
salvation under heaven, than through the blood of Jesus Christ. 


It does not matter if you believe in Buddha, or Mohammad, or that you are a good 
person, and you give many gifts to the poor and to the needy. Unless you believe in 
your heart that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that He died on the cross for your 
individual sins, and you are prepared to confess this fact by your mouth; unless you do 
this, you will not be saved. But if you do, then all the blessings of heaven are available 
to you, as you are once again grafted into the root of Jesse for eternity. 


Each of us will have to give an account of what we did (or failed to do) while we lived 
our lives upon this earth. This is not limited to just Christians. The scripture tells us that 
“every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord”. 
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When you stand before Jesus Christ, what will you say to Him? Have you been an 
Abiathur priest, have you been a Zadok priest, or have you been an unbeliever? This 
account will be judged by Jesus Christ Himself and it will determine your eternal future. 


Selah. Stop, pause, and think about that. 
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APPENDICES 


APPENDIX 1 
Details about the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 


Demonstrating the historical reliability of the Bible; through archaeological research 
and related apologetic investigations. Refer Expert - Apr 16, 2008 - by Bryant G. Wood 
PhD 


EXCERPT: When the archaeological, geographical and epigraphic evidence is 
reviewed in detail, it is clear that the infamous cities of Sodom and Gomorrah have now 
been found. What is more, this evidence demonstrates that the Bible provides an 
accurate eyewitness account of events that occurred southeast of the Dead Sea over 
4,000 years ago... 


Related Articles 


Genesis and Ancient Near Eastern Stories of Creation and Flood: Part IV Many 
suggestions, for a unifying theme of Genesis 1-11 as a whole...Genesis and Ancient 
Near Eastern Stories of Creation and Flood: Part Ill. 


Until recently, the Creation and the Flood have often been treated as separate units. 
One of the reasons...Genesis and Ancient Near Eastern Stories of Creation and Flood: 
An Introduction Part |. Creation has been one of the most interesting and intriguing 
subjects in the Old Testament. This article was originally published in summer 1999 
issue of Bible and Spade. 


The names Sodom and Gomorrah (1) are bywords in our modern society. An 
especially wicked place is described as a "Sodom and Gomorrah." Pastors are 
sometimes said to be preaching "fire and brimstone." And we have the legal term 
sodomy for unnatural sex acts. These allusions, of course, stem from the Biblical 
account of events that occurred in the days of Abram in Genesis 19. 


But did these places ever exist and will they ever be found? Most scholars think not. 
In his Anchor Bible Dictionary article on Sodom and Gomorrah, M.J. Mulder concluded 
that they were, Two legendary cities from prehistoric Israel in the neighbourhood of 
the Dead Sea...it is highly uncertain, if not improbable, that the vanished cities of the 
Pentapolis will ever be recovered (1992: 99, 102). 


In their textbook on the history of Israel and Judah, Miller and Hayes state: The 
Sodom and Gomorrah story reflects yet another motif pattern known from extra-biblical 
literature, that of divine beings who visit a city to test the hospitality of its people and 
eventually destroy the inhospitable city. One can compare in this regard the Greek myth 
of Baucis and Philemon. The presence of such traditional motifs in the Biblical 
narratives raises the possibility that at least some of these narratives are purely 
products of the storyteller's art, which of course raises serious questions about their 
usefulness for historical reconstruction (1986:60). 


Looking for the Sites: 


Sodom and Gomorrah were two of five cities referred to in Scripture as the Cities of 
the Plain. From references to the "plain of the Jordan" (Gn 13:10), "the Valley of Siddim 
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(the Salt Sea)" (Gn 14:3) and Abram looking down to see the Cities of the Plain from the 
area of Hebron (Gn 19:28), it is clear that the cities were located in the vicinity of 
the Dead Sea. Since the mountains come close to the shore on both the east and west, 
the cities must have been located either north or south of the Dead Sea. Various 
commentators over the centuries have suggested locations both north and south 
(Mulder 1992: 101 102). The reference to "bitumen pits" in Genesis 14:10, however, tips 
the scale in favour of a southern location (Howard 1984). Bitumen (a natural petroleum 
product similar to asphalt) was commonly found in the shallow southern basin of 
the Dead Sea in antiquity. (Bilkadi 1984; 1994; Clapp 1936a: 901-902; 1936b: 341- 
342). 

One popular theory, repeated yet today, is that the Cities of the Plain were located 
in the plain south of the Dead Sea and later covered by the waters of the southern 
basin, never to be seen again. The level of the Dead Sea has receded substantially in 
recent years, causing the southern basin to dry up. Two (2) Extensive exploration and 
activity in the area has produced no evidence to indicate that there were ancient sites 
there (Rast 1987a: 193). 


It wasn't until 1973 that solid archaeological evidence for locating the Cities of the 
Plain was found. At that time an archaeological survey of the area southeast of 
the Dead Sea was conducted by Walter Rast and Thomas Schaub in conjunction with 
their work at Bab edh-Dhra, an Early Bronze (ca. 3300-2000 BC) site on the east side 
of the Lisan peninsula. (3) Rast and Schaub discovered four additional sites south of 
Bab edh-Dhra, which they suggested might be related to the Cities of the Plain of 
the Old Testament (Rast and Schaub 1974). Subsequent excavations at Numeira, 13 
km (8 mi) south of Bab edh-Dhra, have verified its close affinity with Bab edh-Dhra. 
Follow-up work at the other three sites, Safi, Feifa and Khanazir, however, has not been 
as rewarding. 


Explorations at Safi, Feifa and Khanazir: 


When Rast and Schaub visited es-Safi in 1973 they discovered a large Early 
Bronze Age cemetery. To the east of the cemetery they observed wall remains and 
Early Bronze sherds indicative of a settlement site (1974: 911). Unfortunately, in the 
years following their survey, homes have been constructed on the site and "subsequent 
visits have been unable to confirm the presence of an [Early Bronze Age] town site" 
(Schaub 1992: 895). Less than a month of excavation was carried out at Feifa and 
Khanazir, 16 December 1989-13 January 1990. 


An enormous Early Bronze Age cemetery was found at Feifa by Rast and Schaub in 
1973, as well as a fortified enclosure (1974: 11-12). Upon excavation, the enclosure 
turned out to be an Iron Age II (eighth century BC) fortress constructed over part of the 
Early Bronze Age cemetery (de Vries 1991: 262; MacDonald 1997: 65). At Khanazir, 
walls observed by Rast and Schaub in 1973 (1974: 12-14) were in reality rectangular 
structures marking Early Bronze IV shaft tombs (deVries 1991: 262; Rast 1992: 560; 
MacDonald 1997: 65; Schaub 1997b: 62). Even though the locations of three of the 
Cities of the Plain remain elusive, evidence is strong that the two most important, 
Sodom and Gomorrah, have been found. 


Map of the area south of the Dead Sea, (next page) showing the 
proposed locations of the Biblical Cities of the Plain. 
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Identifying the Sites 


Bab edh-Dhra and Numeira are the only known inhabited towns in the region of 
the Dead Sea between ca. 3300 and 900 BC. Moreover, Bab edh-Dhra is the largest 
site from the pre-Hellenistic period in the area (Rast 1987b: 46). The conclusion that 
these sites are associated with the Cities of the Plain is inescapable (Rast 1987a: 190- 
94; 1992: 561). 


In determining which archaeological site should be identified with which Biblical 
place name, we begin with Zoar. Because Lot fled to Zoar to escape the catastrophe 
(Gn 19:21—23), the town was spared from God's judgment. From later references to 
Zoar in the prophecies against Moab (Is 15:5; Jer 48:34), we know that the town 
continued to exist. It is further mentioned in various ancient references from the 
Hellenistic period to the Middle Ages (Schaub 1997b: 63; Astour 1992; Howard 1988b) 
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(4). The most important source for locating the site is the Madaba map, a mosaic map 
on the floor of a church 


Bab edh-Dhra—view east along the south wall. 


Note the proximity of the mountain in the background. The angels told 
Lot, 


"Flee to the mountains or you will be swept away!" (Gn 19:17). 


Bab edh-Dhra town-site and cemeteries. Although the northern wall 
was lost due to erosion, it is estimated that the size of the fortified area was 
9-10 acres. There was occupation to the east, south and west of the city 
walls as well. The main burial area throughout the more than 1,000 year 
history of the town was Cemetery A to the southwest. 


eae ss 


In Madaba, Jordan, depicting Palestine in the sixth century. Zoar is shown on the 
southeast shore of the Dead Sea, just south of the Zared River (Wadi Hesa) (Donner 
1992: 42, No. 18). This places ancient Zoar in the vicinity of modem Safi, although its 
exact location is not known at present (Schaub 1997b: 63-64). The Bible tells us that 
Lot and his daughters lived in a cave in the mountains near Zoar (Gn 19:30). At the 
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edge of the mountains just to the east of Zoar, the Madaba Map depicts the Sanctuary 
of St. Lot, a church built in memory of Lot. 


H. Donner and E.A. Knauf discovered the ruins of the church in 1983 (Donner 1992: 
42), although McDonald claims to have found the site in 1986 (Politis 1993: 338). Built 
in front of a cave thought to be where Lot and his daughters lived, the church is located 
7 km (4 mi) northeast of Safi on the north bank of the Wadi Hesa. The earliest evidence 
of occupation at the site is from the Early Bronze Age. Since the other four cities are 
always mentioned in pairs—Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim—it is logical to 
presume that Sodom would have been located near Gomorrah and Admah near 
Zeboiim. Thus Bab edh-Dhra and Numeira should be identified with one of these pairs, 
but which one? 


Turning to the site to the north of Safi, Numeira, we can make a linguistic 
connection with one of the Cities of the Plain. Many times ancient names are preserved 
in modem Arabic place names. The consonants of the name Gomorrah are c (ayin) MR 
and the consonants of Numeira are N M R. The ancient and modem names match, 
except for the first letter. Initial laryngeals like the ayinin cMR were commonly lost or 
transformed in the process of time, or when they came over into other languages or 
dialects. In this case, it is possible that nasalization took place, so the ayinin 
Hebrew cMR became the N in Arabic NMR (Shea 1988: 17). 


Jericho has been called the lowest city in the world, being at an elevation of 220 m 
(720 ft) below sea level. Bab edh-Dhra is at about the same elevation. The title of the 
world's lowest city, however, must now go to Numeira since it is situated at 280-290 m 
(920-950 ft) below sea level. The site to the north of Numeira, Bab edh-Dhra, would 
then be Sodom. Since Bab edh-Dhra is the largest ancient ruin in the region it stands to 
reason that it should be identified as Sodom, the most famous of the Cities of the Plain. 
It was occupied throughout the Early Bronze Age for a period of over 1,000 years. 


The Evidence: 


General 

Geological studies have shown that the level of the Dead Sea was at a low point during 
the Early Bronze Age (Neev and Emery 1995: 62) and thus the shallow basin, or "plain" 
south of the Dead Sea, would have been dry land and probably cultivated. (5) The 
location of the Early Bronze Age sites along the eastern edge of the plain fits the Biblical 
description of the cities as being of the plain. "Cities of the Plain" is in the construct state 
in the Hebrew, which means that the word "cities" has a close association with the word 
"plain." The cities were not in the plain, or on the plain. If that were the case, a different 
construction would have been used. Rather, the cities were "of" the plain—they had a 
close association, or connection, with the plain. They were doubtless dependent upon 
the plain for their livelinood. 


Paleobotany 
The first description of the Cities of the Plain in the Bible is in the account of Lot 
separating from Abram in Genesis 13:10-13. There, the plain is described as being 
"well watered" as far as Zoar (Gn 13:10). The Hebrew words translated "well watered" 
are kullah, an intensive form of the verb meaning "to be complete," and masqgeh, from 
the verb meaning "to give to drink" or "irrigate." The meaning of kullah masgeh, then, is 
to be completely and totally irrigated. Paleo-botanical studies have shown that there 
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was a rich diversity of crops grown at Bab edh-Dhra and Numeira. Most common were 
barley, wheat, grapes, figs, lentils and flax. Less common were chickpeas, peas, broad 
beans, dates and olives (McCreery 1980:52). Several of these crops could only have 
been grown with the use of irrigation: 


There is little doubt that agriculture was an 
important component of the economic base of 
the EB cities in the region and that irrigation was 
a key element of the agricultural industry 
(McCreery 1981: 168; cf p. 167, 1980: 52). 


City gate at Bab edh-Dhra. Located on the 
northeast side of the site, this is the gate that 
was in use at the end of the life of the city. The 
angels met Lot in the city gate. (Gn 19:1-3). The 
arrow shows the direction of entry. 


It appears that each of the five Cities of the Plain controlled the water from the 
principal streams that flowed into the plain from the east. 


Fortifications 
When the two angels came to Sodom to warn Lot of the impending doom, they found 
him sitting in the city gate (Gn 19:1). This indicates that Sodom was fortified. Bab edh- 
Dhra, which means "gate of the arm," had imposing fortifications. The city wall, 
enclosing an area of 9-10 acres, was a massive 7 m (23 ft) wide and made of stones 
and mud bricks (Schaub 1993: 134). Evidence for settlement was found outside the 
walls as well. The total population at the time Bab edh-Dhra met its end was between 
600 and 1,200 (Rast 1987b: 47; 1992: 560; Schaub 1993: 134). Within the walls were a 
sanctuary on a high spot at the southwest end of the city, domestic and industrial areas, 
and a gateway on the northeast side. 

The gateway was comprised of two flanking towers with massive stone and timber 
foundations. They were ca. 4 m (13 ft) wide and 10 m (383 ft) long, with a 3-4 m (10-13 
ft) passageway between. When Lot saw the angels, "he got up to meet them and bowed 
down with his face to the ground" (Gn 19:1). He then invited them to his home. Houses 
at Bab edh-Dhra were of the typical Early Bronze Age "broad room" style. They were 
rectangular, being about 5 m (16 ft) long and 2-3 m (7-10 ft) wide with an entrance in 
one of the long sides (Rast 1987b: 46). 

At Numeira, a town smaller than Bab edh-Dhra, the city wall was found to be about 
4 m (13 ft) wide. Inside were houses very much like those at Bab edh-Dhra. It appears 
that the residents of Numeira buried their dead in the enormous cemetery at Bab edh- 
Dhra since no cemetery was discovered at Numeira. Supporting this hypothesis is the 
fact that pottery from Numeira was found in burials at Bab edh-Dhra (Rast 1987b: 47). 

Bab edh-Dhra—view north along the west wall, with the excavation areas at the 
west gate visible. The main gate was located here throughout most of the history of the 
city, giving easy access to the agricultural fields in the plain below. About 25 years 
before the final destruction, however, Bab edh-Dhra suffered a destruction which 
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caused the citizens to purposely block up the west gate and construct a new gate on the 
northeast. This can be linked to the attack of the coalition of Mesopotamian kings 
described in Genesis 14. 


Two Destructions 


The Bible tells of not one, but two, traumatic events that occurred in the final days of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. Genesis 14 describes an attack against the Cities of the Plain by 
a coalition of four Mesopotamian kings. The battle was joined in the Valley of Siddim, 
probably at the northern end of the plain. Following their rout of the army of the Cities of 
the Plain, The four kings seized all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their 
food; then they went away. They also carried off Abram's nephew Lot and his 
possessions, since he was living in Sodom (Gn 14:11). 

Then, in Genesis 19, we have the record of the final destruction when, because of 
their sin, The Lord rained down burning sulphur on Sodom and Gomorrah—from the 
Lord out of the heavens. Thus He overthrew those cities and the entire plain, including 
all those living in the cities—and also the vegetation of the land. (Gn 19:24—25). 

Plan of the excavated areas at Numeira. On the south is a 4 m (13 ft) town 
wall with an adjacent open area. North of the wall is a residential area, with blocks of 
houses separated by an east-west street. The entire area was covered with a thick 
layer of ash from the firestorm that totally destroyed the town. 


54 


The Finger of God 


From the chronological data given in Genesis, it is possible to approximate the time 
span between the sacking of Sodom and Gomorrah by the kings of Mesopotamia and 
the final destruction of the cities. The account of the attack of the Mesopotamian 
coalition comes between the time when Abram left Haran when he was 75 (12:4) and 
the conception of Ishmael when Abram was 85 (16:3). Since Sodom 
and Gomorrah were destroyed at the time of the conception of Isaac when Abram was 
99 (17:1, 21:5), the sacking of Sodom and Gomorrah by the kings of Mesopotamia took 
place between 14 and 24 years before the final holocaust. There is evidence at both 
Bab edh-Dhra and Numeira for two destructions. (6) 


Excavation area at Numeira as it appeared following the 1977 season. 
Occupied for less than a century, the remains were better preserved at 
Numeira than at Bab edh-Dhra. Textiles, string, rope, seeds, and even a 
cluster of grapes survived amazingly well. Every room was filled with ash 
and burned debris from the dreadful holocaust that overtook the city. 
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Evidence for Destruction at Bab edh-Dhra 


Throughout most of the life of Bab edh-Dhra the main entrance to the city was 
located on the west side, giving access to the plain below. Within the last 100 years of 
occupation, the west wall and gate area underwent a major destruction (Schaub and 
Rast 1984: 46; Rast 1987b: 47; Schaub 1997a: 249). This resulted in the citizens 
intentionally blocking up the west gate and constructing a new gate in the northeast 
(Schaub and Rast 1984: 46; Schaub 1993: 134). The new gate was founded on a meter 
of burned destruction debris resulting from the calamity (Rast and Schaub 1980: 28; 
Rast 1981a: 20). 

Shortly thereafter, at the close of the Early Bronze III period, the fortified city at Bab 
edh-Dhra met a final fiery end. Even though the site is badly eroded, enough evidence 
remained in several areas to show the severity of the disaster. The northeast gate was 
destroyed by fire as indicated by charcoal, broken and fallen bricks, and areas of ash 
(Rast 1981: 21). There was a massive pile-up of mud-brick in the west end suggesting 
heavy destruction in this part of the city (Rast 1981: 31). At this time the city wall fell and 
the mud-brick superstructure of the sanctuary collapsed, apparently after burning (Rast 
1992: 560). The many stone and boulder fields within the city came from walls that were 
disrupted and transported downslope (Donahue 1980: 51; 1985:136). 

Following the destruction, there was occupation at Bab edh-Dhra in the Early 
Bronze IV period, but almost exclusively outside the destroyed Early Bronze III fortified 
town. Following this brief period of extramural settlement, the site was permanently 
abandoned. 


Two victims of the destruction of Numeira. These two skeletons were found 
adjacent to the east tower, lying in the ashy debris of the conflagration which brought 
the city to an end. They were buried under the collapsed stones from the tower. 
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Evidence for Destruction at Numeira 


At Numeira, a better preserved site than Bab edh-Dhra, the evidence is even more 
dramatic. Unlike Bab edh-Dhra, the remnants of the town did not suffer erosional 
damage. Also in contrast to Bab edh-Dhra, Numeira was occupied for less than 100 
years (Rast 1981b: 42; Rast and Schaub 1980: 43). On the east side of Numeira is a 
large tower 7.4 m (24 ft) wide and at least 10.0 m (33 ft) long (Coogan 1984: 80). It was 
built over an earlier domestic phase that suffered a heavy burning. 


This earliest phase of occupation was destroyed by fire; the walls and rooms that 
collapsed over the ashy destruction debris consisted of considerable mud-brick detritus, 
many large wooden beams, and carbonized grasses and reeds still tied by the ropes 
that had held them together as thatch. On the occupational surface of Room V (NE 10/2 
Locus 5) was the skeleton of a mature male who had perished in the destruction of this 
earliest phase (Coogan 1984: 79). 


Similar evidence was found in Room 4 just inside the southern wall. Some 20-30 
cm (8-12 in) below the final phase was an earlier phase with fragments of human bones 
(Rast and Schaub 1980:44). 


As with Bab edh-Dhra, Numeira was violently destroyed at the end of the Early 
Bronze Ill period. The type of pottery lying on the floors of the houses confirms that it 
met its end at the same time as Bab edh-Dhra (Rast and Schaub 1980: 45). A thick 
layer of burnt debris was found in almost every area excavated (Rast 1981b: 41; 1987b: 
47). Michael Coogan, one of the excavators of Numeira, described what the 
archaeologists encountered: 
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Under the topsoil (desert pavement) and a naturally deposited windblown sandy 
soil, the entire area was covered by the ashy debris of the final destruction of the town, 
up to 0.40 m in depth. This ash contained fragments of wooden beams that had 
supported the roofs of the dwellings and lay immediately over the latest occupational 
layer within each room, sealing the material beneath it. Not infrequently there was mud- 
brick detritus over the ash, which had resulted from the collapse of the mud-brick 
superstructures after the final conflagration (1984: 76). 


On the inner side of the tower more startling evidence was found for the tragedy 
which overcame Numeira. 


Over the final layer was a thick (0.50-0.10 m) layer of ashy debris, in which were 
found the skeletons of two mature males who perished in the final destruction of the 
town; over this was mud-brick detritus and rockfall (Coogan 1984:80). 


In Room 4 just inside the southern wall were fragments of human bones above and 
on the final surface (Rast and Schaub 1980: 44). Numeira met a tragic end and was 
never again occupied. 


It is possible to estimate the time span between the earlier destruction and the final 
destruction at Numeira. The area adjacent to the inner (west) face of the tower was 
used as an outdoor activity area. More than 20 alternating layers of chaff and 
carbonized material were found between the earlier domestic phase and the final 
destruction layer. The nature of the layers suggests seasonal activity (Coogan 1984:80). 
Thus, we can estimate the time span between the two destructions as being a little 
more than 20 years, which agrees with the Biblical time frame (14 to 24 years) between 
the events of Genesis 14 and 19 (Shea 1988: 18-19). 


Trade with Syria 


In 1975 a great archive of clay tablets dating to 2400-2350 BC was discovered at 
Tell Mardikh, ancient Ebla, in northern Syria (Archi 1997). One of the tablets is a 
geographic atlas listing 289 place names. An analysis of two segments of the list by 
William Shea indicates that they are sites located in Palestine, possibly places visited by 
merchants from Ebla (Shea 1983). The second segment, sites 188-219, traces a route 
from Syria south through the central hill country of Cisjordan, along the western shore of 
the Dead Sea, south of the Dead Sea Plain and then north along the east side of the 
Plain and Dead Sea. In the area corresponding to the east side of the Dead Sea Plain 
there are two places named—Number 210, Admah, and Number 211, Sodom. If Shea's 
readings are correct, this would be the only confirmed mention of the Cities of the Plain 
outside the Bible. (7) But why were not the other three cities,Gomorrah, Zoar, and 
Zeboiim, mentioned? The excavations at Numeira perhaps can shed some light on that 
question. These excavations revealed that Numeira (= Gomorrah) was in existence for 
only a short period of time, less than 100 years. It appears that the Ebla Atlas was 
composed prior to the founding of Numeira. The same may true of Zoar and Zeboiim. 
There has been some corroborating evidence from Bab edh-Dhra for this proposed 
contact. Among the cultural items that reflect foreign contact...the majority—including 
architectural features, cylinder seal impressions, jewelry, some forms of pottery, and a 
carved bull's head—show Syrian, if not Mesopotamian, influence (Schaub 1993: 135). 
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Route traced by the Ebla Geographic Atlas. Site number 210 is Admah and site 
211 Sodom—the only known occurrence of names of the Cities of the Plain outside the 
Bible. 
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Means of the Destruction of the Cities of the Plain - The Biblical Description 


The Bible provides a detailed description of the calamity that befell the Cities of the 
Plain. In that description are two Hebrew phrases and a Hebrew word that must be 
examined in order to understand the event: goprit wa es, the material that fell on the 
cities (Gn 19:24), hapak, what happened to the cities (Gn 19:25), and kqitor 
hakkibsan, what Abram observed (Gn 19:28). 


The word “goprit’ is a foreign loaned “BORROWED?” word, most likely derived from 
Akkadian ki/ubritu, which means sulphurous oil (black sulphur) (Gentry 1999). The word 
accompanying goprit, wcc es, simply means "and fire." In other words, the material that 
fell on Sodom and Gomorrah and the Cities of the Plain (except Zoar) was a burning 
petroleum product. The term hapak means to overturn, or overthrow. 


When Abram looked down upon the scene of devastation, he observed smoke 
rising from the land of the plain, kegitor hakkibsan, "like smoke from a furnace." 
A kibsanis a pottery kiln (Wood 1992). Air passing through a pottery kiln does so by 
means of a forced draft resulting from the heating of the air. The smoke exiting from a 
kiln is forced out of the exit flue and pushed upward into the air. That is what Abram 
observed; smoke; from the land of the plain being forced upwards. The word used for 
smoke, gitor, is not the word used for smoke from an ordinary fire. Rather, it is a thick 
smoke, the smoke that comes from sacrifices. It is clear that something unnatural or 
extraordinary is recorded here. 


59 


The Finger of God 


The Biblical description, then, of the destruction was of burning material raining 
down from above, accompanied by an overturning of the cities and thick smoke being 
forced upward from the land. A rather apocalyptic scene; one that was forever etched in 
the minds of the ancient Israelites. The awful devastation and destruction that occurred 
that day became the example par excellence of God's judgment of sin. 


Cross-section of the Dead Sea area, showing the geological strata and fault lines 
on either side of the Dead Sea Plain. A possible explanation for the destruction of the 
Cities of the Plain is that pressure from an earthquake caused underground flammable 
petroleum products to be forced up through the fault lines. They then become ignited 
and rained down on the surrounding countryside. The sites of Bab edh-Dhra and 
Numeira are located precisely on the eastern fault line. 
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Geological Investigations 


At first reading, it would seem that the destruction was caused by a volcanic 
eruption. When geologist Frederick G. Clapp visited the region in 1929 and again in 
1934 he found that there was no evidence to indicate that lava or ash eruptions had 
taken place as recently as 4,000 years ago. He determined that topographic 
relationships render it probable that the last outburst in the vicinity took place thousands 
of years before Abram's time (Clapp 1936a: 906; 1936b: 339-40). More recent 
assessments support that conclusion (Neev and Emery 1995: 147). 


Clapp found that the region south of the Dead Sea is very unstable, being bordered 
by fault lines on the east and west. Earthquakes are common in this area. After 
surveying the geology of the district, Clapp concluded that combustible materials from 
the earth destroyed the cities. He found bitumen and petroleum in the area. Natural gas 
and sulphur, which normally accompany bitumen and petroleum, are also present. 
These combustible materials could have been forced from the earth by subterranean 
pressure brought about by an earthquake resulting from the shifting of the bounding 
faults (Clapp 1936a: 906; 1936b: 40). Geologists who have studied the area in recent 
times agree with Clapp's reconstruction (Harris and Beardow 1995: 360; Neev and 
Emery 1995: 13-14; 33, 37). If lightning or surface fires ignited these combustibles as 
they came spewing forth from the ground, it would indeed result in a holocaust such as 
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described in Genesis 19. It is significant to note that both Bab edh-Dhra and Numeira lie 
at the edge of the plain, exactly on the eastern fault line! 

Abram, after having previously spoken with the Lord, knew of the impending 
judgment. Rising early in the morning he looked toward the Cities of the Plain from his 
vantage point at Hebron, high on the Mount Judah range west of the Dead Sea. Smoke 
rising from the plain south of the Dead Sea would have been readily visible from 
Hebron. In fact, mist rising from the Dead Sea can be seen almost any day from there. 
Abram's eyewitness description fits the theory of a conflagration of petroleum products, 
for such a conflagration would result in a thick black smoke being forced into the sky by 
the heat and pressure of the burning materials shooting out of the fissure in the earth. 

Evidence at the Town Sites 

That an earthquake occurred at the time the cities were destroyed is clear from the 
work of geologist Jack Donahue of the University of Pittsburgh. At Bab edh-Dhra he 
found that during the period of occupation there was sedimentation, or infilling, and a 
build-up of cultural debris (Donahue 1985: 135). Following the destruction, this changed 
to an erosional regime, brought about by an uplift of the area (Donahue 1980: 50; 1985: 
134-36). The uplift produced an increase in the elevation differential between the town 
site and the Wadi Kerak on the north side of at least 28 m (92 ft) (Donahue 1985: 
134).This resulted in severe erosion on the north side of Bab edh-Dhra, causing the 
north wall to eventually collapse into the wadi (Donahue 1985: 136). At Numeira the 
findings were similar: It is suggested here that the tower collapse and extensive burn 
layers over the site were caused by an earthquake generated by fault movement 
(Donahue 1985: 139). 

The earthquake caused either an uplift in the vicinity of the site or a down dropping 
of the rift valley to the west, resulting in a 50 m (164 ft) increase in elevation differential 
between the town site and Wadi Numeira to the north (Donahue 1984: 86; 1985: 137). It 
also caused a change in direction of the Wadi Numeira, which flowed south of the site 
during the period of occupation (Donahue 1984: 86, 88; 1985: 138). Heavy erosion 
following the event resulted in the loss of the north part of the settlement, including the 
north defensive wall (Donahue 1984:87;1985:138,139). 


Evidence found at Numeira suggests the residents fled the town in haste. Most 
identifiable doorways from the latest phase of occupation had been deliberately 
blocked. This apparently was an attempt to strengthen the homes against damage. In 
addition, no valuable small finds were discovered nor were there foodstuffs in the 
storage facilities. On the other hand, large quantities of pottery were found on the floors 
of the houses, evidently too heavy and bulky to transport in the hasty evacuation. It 
appears the residents had some early warning, such as preliminary tremors, and did 
what they could to prepare. They shored up their houses, gathered up their valuables 
and as much food as they could carry, and fled their homes never to return (Coogan 
1984: 80-81). 
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Stone-lined grain storage pits at Numeira. Many such pits were found at 
Numeira, but they were all empty. Evidence suggests the inhabitants fled their homes 
with as much food as they could carry, with the idea of living out in the open until the 
earthquake was over. They never returned—Numeira lay in ruins until discovered and 
excavated by archaeologists in the 1970s. 


— 


Evidence at the Bab edh-Dhra Cemetery 


We have detailed the evidence that both town sites were destroyed by an 
overwhelming conflagration. Additional evidence from the cemetery at Bab edh-Dhra 
demonstrates that the destruction included areas outside the towns, thus involving "the 
entire plain" (Gn 19:25) and that it "came out of the heavens" (Gn 19:24). 


During the Early Bronze Ill period the dead at Bab edh-Dhra were interred in 
charnel houses built above ground. Five of the buildings that were excavated, A8, A22, 
A41, A51 and A55, were in use at the end of the life of the city. In each case the 
building was extensively burned (Schaub and Rast 1989: 326-26, 344, 384; Rast and 
Schaub 1978: 24; Rast and Schaub 1980: 37). The explanation the excavators offer for 
this burning is that it was intentionally done by a human agent that also destroyed the 
town (Rast and Schaub 1978: 24; Rast 1987:49; Schaub and Rast 1989: 396). The 
evidence we have discussed above points to destruction by earthquake rather than by a 
human agent. Even if Bab edh-Dhra was destroyed by an enemy, it seems highly 
improbable that a conqueror would go into a cemetery located several hundred meters 
away and systematically set fire to and demolish all the burial houses. This would be an 
unprecedented act for which there are no known parallels. There is a more logical 
explanation. 


Plan and section of Charnel House A22 at Bab edh-Dhra. The largest of the 
excavated charnel houses, or funerary buildings (51 x 26 ft), the structure was 
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destroyed by fire at the same time the city was destroyed. The fire started on the roof 
and spread to the interior when the roof collapsed. This provides graphic evidence that 
"the Lord rained down burning sulphur on Sodom and Gomorrah—from the Lord out of 
the heavens" (Gn 19:24). 
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During the 1979 season, the last and largest of the charnel houses, A22, was 
excavated. The building was 15.5 x 7.8 m. (50.8 x 25.6 ft) in size and constructed of 
mud bricks. The floor consisted of small pebbles and the roof was made up of wooden 
beams, reed matting and mud. Underneath the rubble, the archaeologists found the 
interior of the building filled with pottery and other funerary objects, and piles of human 
skeletal remains and_ skulls in disarray (Rast and Schaub 1980:36-37). 
The building had been severely burned. Remnants of charred posts and beams from 
the roof were found among the ruins. Much ash was also found, along with bricks that 
were turned red from the intense heat. More intriguing than the mere fact that the 
charnel house was destroyed by fire, however, is the way in which it was burned—from 
the inside out. At first, the archaeologists thought this was a deliberate burning 
associated with some religious or hygienic practice. The excavation of Charnel House 
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A22, however, has laid that theory to rest. It is now evident that the roof, engulfed in 
flames, collapsed into the building and caused the interior burning: 


The extensive burn is clear evidence of the tomb's destruction by fire. Burning was 
concentrated along the interior wall in the centre of both sectors, where the majority of 
posts and beams were uncovered. Along the south wall impressions of desiccated 
beams angled down toward the interior transverse wall, indicating that they had 
collapsed in the center across the interior wall (Rast and Schaub 1980: 37). 


The destruction of the charnel houses at Bab edh-Dhra was brought about by the 
roofs first being set on fire, then collapsing, causing the interiors of the buildings to burn. 
This is entirely consistent with the Biblical description of the destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, when "the Lord rained down burning sulphur on Sodom 
and Gomorrah—from the Lord out of the heavens" (Gn 19:24). 


Date of the Destruction 


A rather precise date for the destruction of the Cities of the Plain can be worked out 
from the internal chronology of the Old Testament. Since the Lord told Abram and 
Sarah about the coming birth of Isaac just prior to the destruction (Gn 18:10—14), the 
date of the destruction can be calculated based on the birth date of Isaac. If we assume 
a mid-15th century BC date for the Exodus, the date for the destruction would then be 
ca. 2070 BC. (8) 


The archaeological date for the destruction of Bab edh-Dhra and Numeira, however, 
is considerably earlier than this. Rast gives the date for the end of the Early Bronze III 
period and the destruction of the cities as 2350 BC (1987: 47; 1992: 560). Schaub 
places the date slightly later at 2300 BC (1997: 249). (9) This leaves a discrepancy 
between the Biblical date and the archaeological date of 230-280 years. Does this 
mean that we cannot correlate the archaeological findings at Bab edh-Dhra and 
Numeira with the events described in the Bible? 


In reality, the archaeological date for the end of the EB III period cannot be 
determined with any degree of certainty. Dating for the Bronze Age in Palestine is 
dependent upon synchronisms with the known history of Egypt. To date, we have no 
such synchronisms for the EB III period. There are a few correlations for the previous 
EB II period, suggesting that it was approximately contemporary with the Archaic Period 
(First and Second Dynasties) in Egypt, ca. 3100-2700 BC (Mazar 1990: 135; Ben-Tor 
1992: 122; Kitchen 1996: 11). The dates for the Archaic Period only are known to within 
200 years (Kitchen 1991: 202). 


Similar connections for the beginning of the ensuing Middle Bronze Age indicate 
that it was roughly contemporary with the beginning of the 12th Dynasty of the Egyptian 
Middle Kingdom, ca. 1973 BC (Mazar 1990: 151; Ben-Tor 1992: 159-60; Kitchen 1996: 
11). Manfred Bietak, based on his important work at Tell el-Daba, Egypt, places the 
beginning of the 12th Dynasty at ca. 1970 BC and the beginning of the Palestinian 
Middle Bronze period somewhat later at ca. 1900 BC (1997: 90, 125-26). The dates for 
the Middle Kingdom are known fairly well, within plus or minus 10 years, according to 
Kenneth Kitchen, a recognized authority on Egyptian chronology (1996: 9). 
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How the intervening 700-800 years from the end of EB II to the beginning of MB 
should be divided between the EB III and EB IV periods is strictly an educated guess. It 
is thought that EB III was the longer of the two periods because of multiple phases of 
building and destruction found at a number of sites, including Bab edh-Dhra (Ben-Tor 
1992: 123). It is entirely within the realm of possibility, therefore, that the destruction of 
Bab edh-Dhra and Numeira could have occurred at the Biblical date of ca. 2070 BC. We 
shall have to await further discoveries before an accurate archaeological date can be 
assigned to the end of EB Ill. 


Time of Year When the Destruction Occurred 


There is one additional correlation that can be made between the Biblical record 
and the archaeological findings—the time of year when the earthquake occurred. As 
pointed out by William Shea, the time can be set at late spring or early summer (1988: 
21-22). When the angels visited Abram the Lord announced, 


"| will surely return to you in the spring, and Sarah your wife shall have a son"..."At 
the appointed time | will return to you, in the spring, and Sarah shall have a son" (Gn 
18:10, 14, RSV). 

If we assume that conception occurred approximately one month after the 
announcement, it would place the visit of the angels, and thus the destruction of the 
Cities of the Plain, in the late spring or early summer. The well-preserved ruins at 
Numeira produced a number of surprises, including whole grapes. (11) During the 1977 
season a large cache was found. 

It is remarkable, for example, that the grapes in Locus 17 of SE 3/1 were preserved 
even with their outer skins, due perhaps to the burning material which collapsed over 
the area and sealed these items (Rast 1981: 43). 

Although carbonized whole grapes have been reported from Salamis, Hesban and 
Jericho, the size of the Numeira hoard, which consisted of over 700 whole grapes, is 
very uncommon (McCreery 1981: 168). 

The fact that the grapes were intact indicates that they were freshly harvested. In 
the hot climate of the Dead Sea valley the harvesting of grapes occurs earlier than other 
parts of the country—in the late spring or early summer. In the 1981 season more 
grapes were found, prompting the excavator to comment on the chronological 
implications: 

The infrequent small finds included...more whole carbonized grapes with the stems 
attached and what preliminary analysis indicates were carbonized watermelon seeds 
(both evidence for dating the destruction of the site to late spring) (Coogan 1984:77). 


Conclusion 

When the archaeological, geographical and epigraphic evidence is reviewed in 
detail, it is clear that the infamous cities of Sodom and Gomorrah have now been found. 
What is more, this evidence demonstrates that the Bible provides an accurate 
eyewitness account of events that occurred southeast of the Dead Sea over 4,000 
years ago. 
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APPENDIX 2 


Prophetic Word received by Rosemary Amy at the Regional Intercessors Meeting 
on Wednesday, 14 August 2013 

“My dear children, | am with you always. | will never leave you nor forsake you for | 
have called you to gather together and bring through prayer the peace of my heaven 
here on earth. Through prayer you shall see victory in this place. You shall see many 
salvations and growth. My angels of revival are going to and fro about this region. They 
are calling my people to arms, to stand and repent. For through repentance you will see 
the growth. Power and might are coming to the church. Power and miracles are about to 
break forth in ways you have not seen before. 

Those small miracles you have seen so far are nothing compared with what is to 

come. 
People will come up to Christians on the streets and paths; they will wish to find out 
what you have and how to get it. This will see revival in this region. The days are 
coming and coming fast, where services around this town will be daily 24 hours long... 
So now is time for growth.... | have sent many to this nation, and | will send many 
more... You are ready to receive, you will receive. | have much to bring to you my 
children, much more than you could ever ask or think of, you think the end is near, yes!! 
It is near. 

My Son will return soon and gather my beloved ones. Yet there are many in this 
city, who will be there with you that today are not ready. Do not be afraid, for | am taking 
my children out and about to bring new children in, they will not all go to the churches 
you attend, yet they will come and know me well. 

My children are very complacent, | am about to stir them up, stir them well, that 
there will be a great and compassionate cry from the heart. It will come through many at 
the one time. You will do what | am calling you to do. You will not be ashamed, you will 
stand strong and firm. My Word will go out from many and bring my lost people home. 


APPENDIX 3: FIVE FOLD MINISTRIES OF EPHESIANS 4 

As was stated in the scriptures in Ephesians chapter 4, God (the Holy Spirit) has 
given special gifts to the Body of Christ, so that this fullness can occur. We must 
embrace these scriptures, not reject them. The Spirit of the Lord has announced that a 
company of apostles would come forth to establish divine government in the Kingdom of 
God. There has been much speculation as to what that would mean, what it would look 
like, and how it would take place. If a “corporate divine government” is to come forth, 
one thing must take place first, and that is “a divine doctrine” must be established which 
will be the foremost work of the apostles. 

The word “doctrine” simply means “teaching” or that which is taught, or the act of 
teaching that is “instruction”. It is the receiving of what is to be received from God as 
His instruction (what is heard from God) and then taught as being the substance of God. 
His word IS truth! 

The early church of the first century did not have the problems that we have today, 
with many different concepts (doctrines) taught within the Body of Christ. The first- 
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century Apostles had been taught by Jesus Christ therefore they all believed the same 
thing. They simply believed what Jesus taught them. After the resurrection, the risen 
Christ spent time with His disciples and instructed them in Divine Doctrine. 


Acts 1:2-3: “..... until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy 
Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, to whom He 
also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by 
them during 40 days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God”. 


The first century apostles taught what Jesus had taught them, and as a result, great 
power and grace was upon them all, and mighty miracles took place in their midst. 


Acts 2:42-43: “... And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. Then fear came upon every soul, 
and many signs and wonders were done through the apostles”. Let us stop and look 
around us for a minute and review this scripture. 


> How many churches do you know “that steadfastly follows the 
apostles’ doctrine”? 

> Many churches today proclaim that “apostles” were only for the 
first-century church — but not for today, so it is very hard for those churches to 
obey the scriptures, and steadfastly follow the “Apostles’ doctrine’. 

> How many churches do you know that “have fellowship with church 
leaders from other churches, in your town, city, region, or nation”? 

> We are all part of the same Body of Christ, therefore we have to 
learn to have fellowship with other church leaders, so that the Body of Christ 
in that town or city can knit together, to fight a common enemy (which is satan 
— not another pastor, or denomination in that city or town). 

> How many church leaders do you know that invite church leaders 
from other denominations, to come together to break bread and to pray 
together for their city? 

> Maybe that is why you don’t see signs and miracles in your town, in 
your city, or in your church. 

Why? Because the church leadership have imposed rules and laws upon the city, 
which they do not practise themselves, and that do not line up with God’s word — just 
like the Priests of the day when Jesus walked the earth and as He said it would happen 
in Matthew chapter 23. “Now is the time to wake up out of our spiritual sleep” and get 
back to God’s word; the apostles’ doctrine, and claim the signs and miracles of the early 
church, which are still available to us today, if we just are obedient and follow His word. 

Remember: Obedience is better than sacrifice!!! 

“Doctrine” has a lot to do with our faith. The early church was not double-minded. 
They knew what they believed, and they performed many signs and wonders, because 
their faith was not diminished by man’s teachings (the doctrines of men and of devils). 

This is why God must, at this time raise up people into the office of Apostles, who 
will re-establish a pure doctrine. This pure truth will set you free! Your level of faith 
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cannot be demonstrated beyond your level of understanding. Therefore let us look at 
some scriptures to confirm this. 

“My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge” 

“Without a vision my people perish”. 

“Righteousness exalts a nation”. 


These are three basic scriptures which draw us back to the Holy Word and to the 
real purpose of the church leaders in the world today — to “make way for the King”, and 
to “equip people for the work of the ministry’. 


So, without a “good level of understanding” you cannot move towards the finish line, 
in the race that Christ has set before each of us. Even prophecy itself will not transcend 
the boundaries of one’s theological understanding. Theology is established by one’s 
doctrinal position. 


Ephesians 2:20 tells us that “the Church’, the Body of Christ, is to be a holy temple, 
which is built upon the foundation (doctrine) of the apostles and the prophets, with 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone (beginning place) of that which the 
apostles and prophets have established, according to that which Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit taught them. 


If anyone of you wants to do all (the complete) will of God, a pure doctrine must be 
established, because we will never do what we perceive to be incorrect, even though 
what we perceive to be incorrect, maybe present truth, i.e. healing and casting out 
demons. 


Truth IS truth, even when nobody is doing it. Lies ARE lies, even when everybody is 
doing it. 

Out of this discussion will arise the $64 question “Who will these apostles be, and 
how will we know that they will establish the truth’? The scriptures warn us that there 
will be false prophets and false apostles, and there definitely will be. 


Those who are truly sent from God, as apostles will faithfully follow in the footsteps 
of Jesus. This will be their greatest desire — to do all of the will of God the Father who 
has sent them. 


John 7:15-18, And the Jews marvelled, saying, “How does this Man know letters, 
having never studied?” Jesus answered and said; My doctrine in not Mine, but His who 
sent Me. If anyone wants to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether 
it is from God, or whether | speak on My own authority. He who speaks from himself 
seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the glory of the One who sent Him is true, and 
no unrighteousness is in Him. 

2 John 1:9-10. “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ 
does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the 
Son. If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into 
your house, nor greet him.” 

| personally believe that in these last days of the Gentiles, (the Third Day) the 
Master will teach those who want to do the Father’s will. 
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Hosea 6:1-3, “Come, and let us return to the Lord: For He has torn, but He will heal 
us; He has stricken, but He will bind us up. After two days He will revive us; on the third 
day He will raise us up, that we may live in His sight. Let us know, let us pursue the 
knowledge of the Lord. His going forth is established as the morning; He will come to us 
like rain, like the latter rain to the earth.” 


Jesus will come to the earth as the former and latter rain. The former rain for 
Apostle Paul was his divine encounter with the resurrected Christ on the road to 
Damascus. The latter rain was when Paul was lifted up into heaven itself to be taught 
the doctrine(s) of Christ. 


2 Corinthians 12:1-7, It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. | will come to 
visions and revelations of the Lord: | know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago; 
whether in the body | do not know, or out of the body | do not know, God knows: such a 
one was caught up in the third heaven. And | know such a man; whether in the body or 
out of the body | do not know; God knows how he was caught up in Paradise and | 
heard inexpressible words, which is not lawful for a man to utter. Of such a one | will 
boast; yet of myself | will not boast, except in my infirmities. For although | might desire 
to boast, | will not be a fool; for | will speak the truth. But | refrain, lest anyone should 
think of me above what he sees me to be, or hears from me. And lest | should be 
exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was 
given to me, a messenger of satan to buffet me, lest | be exalted above measure. 


Those apostles now being called must be willing to endure the attack of the enemy, 
just like Apostle Paul did. They will be called upon to earnestly contend and defend the 
faith. 


Jude 1:1-4, Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James. To those 
who are called, sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ: mercy, 
peace, and love be multiplied to you. Beloved, while | was very diligent to write to you 
concerning our common salvation, | found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to 
contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. For certain 
men have crept in unnoticed whom long ago were marked out for this condemnation, 
ungodly men, who turn grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 


The faith delivered was the doctrine of the apostles. “Faith comes be hearing and 
hearing by the Word of God (the doctrine of God).” 


Apostle Paul relates the power of obedience to true doctrine in Romans 6:16-18. 
Do you not know to whom you present yourselves to obey; you are that one’s slave who 
you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 
But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you who obeyed from the 
heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. And having set free from sin, 
you became slaves of righteousness. 


Once the divine truth is again established, the final separation of the wheat and the 
tares within the church will take place. So please read the following poem very carefully, 
as your destiny depends upon your answers to these questions: 
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Where will you be? 


Where will you be, on the day Jesus comes? 
Saying your prayers, or doing your sums, 
Counting your blessings, or counting your wares, 
Sorting the wheat, or just burning the tares. 
Jesus will come like a thief in the night, 

To all the people who don’t get it right, 

To those who are not following the Lord, 

Not searching, not listening, to His mighty word. 
When the trumpets sound, then Jesus will come, 
He will reject the believers, but welcome His sons, 
Take them to Heaven, to be part of His Bride, 
A glorious party, the universe will decide. 

So where will you be on the day Jesus comes? 
Will you be rejected? Or welcomed as sons? 


Romans 16:17-18, Now, | urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and 
offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. For those who are 
such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and 
flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple. True doctrine is important, and that 
which Christ has taught must be re-established for it is the power of His Word that 
upholds all things. 


Hebrews 1:1-3, God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in times past 
to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom 
He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; who being 
the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all 
things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high. 


The writer to the Hebrews begins with these words and finishes in chapter 13:9 with 
this: “Do not by carried about with various strange doctrines, for it is through God that 
the heart be established by grace.” The divine grace has been established in the 
Master’s truth, in His Words, and in His teaching (by example). A pure doctrine has 
been given. May we pray and strive to know and understand that truth, because it is 
THAT truth which will set us completely free. 
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APPENDIX 4 — The Ten Commandments 

Exodus Chapter 20° 

‘And God spoke all these words: 

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
You shall have no other Gods before me. 


*“You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 


° You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for |, the LORD your God, am a 
jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate me, 


® but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 


“*You shall not misuse the name of the LorRD your God, for the LorpD will not hold 
anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 


8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
° Six days you shall labour and do all your work, 


‘but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LoRD your God. On it you shall not do 
any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor 
your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. 


"For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that 
is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the 
Sabbath day and made it holy. 


'2“Uonour your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the 
LORD your God is giving you. 


'3 «You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour. 
“You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your 
neighbour's wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbour.” 

'8 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw 
the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 

'2 and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have 
God speak to us or we will die.” 

2° Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that 
the 

fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.” 


3“ 


14 « 
15 « 
16 « 


* As recorded in the King James Version of 1611. 
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“'The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick 

darkness where God was. 
Idols and Altars 

72Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites this: ‘You have seen for 
yourselves that | have spoken to you from heaven: 

231Do not make any Gods to be alongside me; do not make for yourselves Gods 
of silver or Gods of gold. 

*4“Mlake an altar of earth for me and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and 
fellowship offerings, your sheep and goats and your cattle. Wherever | cause my 
name to be honoured, | will come to you and bless you. 

*° If you make an altar of stones for me, do not build it with dressed stones, for 
you will defile it if you use a tool on it. 

26 And do not go up to my altar on steps, or your private parts may be exposed.’ 


APPENDIX 5: THE SEVEN CHURCHES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATIONS 


Before we look at the seven churches themselves, let us try to find out on whose 
authority the book was written, and for what purpose, and to whom. 


The author of the book of Revelations is clearly defined in Rev.1:1. It is the divine 
Word of Jesus Christ Himself, sent down to Apostle John, by an angel, to record it for all 
time, for us, the churches in Asia and for all churches, of all denominations, in all the 


countries of the world (for all generations). 


The writer was Apostle John and the book is thought to have been written in AD 
90~100, some 60 years after the ascension of Jesus Christ our Lord into Heaven. It was 
written whilst John was in exile on the Isle of Patmos, for continuing to preach the 
gospel, after he had been forbidden by the laws of that land, at that time. 


The Book of Revelations has some very special points which the serious Bible 
student must be aware of:- 


a) The Book of Revelations is the only book in the Bible which contains 
promises for pastors who read the text of this book aloud in the 
congregations of the saints. 


b) The Book of Revelations promises blessings to all people who hear the 
Word and PUT IT INTO PRACTISE in their individual lives. 


c) The number 7 (God’s perfect number) is the ruling number in this book. 
e.g. 7 candlesticks, 7 churches, 7 seals, 7 trumpets, 7 thunders, 7 vials, 7 
spirits, 7 stars, 7 “no mores”. 


d) The closing chapters of Revelations, contains a striking contrast to the 
opening chapters of Genesis. Genesis speaks of the creation of the sun, 
the entrance of sin into the life of man and into the world, the curse 
pronounced upon the ground, Satan’s triumph in being given authority 
over all things, on the earth, by man (not by God). The exclusion of man 
from the “tree of life”. 
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e) On the other hand, the Book of Revelations tells of a place where there 
will be no need for the sun, (the sun will not shine), all sin will be banished, 
no more curses upon the earth, because there will be a new earth, satan 
shall be overthrown, admission of men once again to the “tree of life’. 

We see in Rev.1:9, the testimony of John, as to why he was in exile, on the Isle of 
Patmos, banished for preaching the Word of God, the proof of which is Jesus Christ. | 
challenge each of the people reading this book and studying the seven churches, to ask 
yourselves the following question: 


If the Government of the country you belong to, or reside in at present, were to 
issue a new law, forbidding you to preach, proclaim, or believe in the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and they boarded up the front doors of the churches, would you still be 
prepared to proclaim that you are a Christian ??? 


What if the penalty was banishment from your home to an island somewhere out in 
the Andaman Sea? Would you, as an individual, be prepared to continue to preach the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, no matter what the consequences to you might be, or what the 
punishment might entail? 


What about all of you so-called “TV Evangelists’? Would you arrange to have 
“pirate TV stations” set up and still proclaim the Gospel, without fear of persecution and 
destruction of all your assets? How would you re-act to such a proclamation, if it was 
issued? 

A lot of you have just thought, it will never happen, what a crazy question, it does 
not concern me, but in each case you will be WRONG, because these questions will 
define your attitude to Christ and His Word. 


We see even though Apostle John was placed into this situation, described above, it 
does not change his attitude to the Lord, or His teachings, as we see John, under the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit, being borne up into the spiritual realm, to be given divine 
revelation from the Lord Himself, to record for our later spiritual growth and well being. 


The glorious thing about the Book of Revelations is that despite the isolation of 
John, from the world, by a worldly law, John is not isolated from God. 


This clearly proves that the Lord cares for and guides His obedient children, 
wherever they are on this earth, (or even up in the spaceships circling around it), 
nothing is too difficult for Him. 

John hears divine instructions to write down all he sees and hears in a book, just 
like the instructions given by God to the Old Testament Prophets. John is told to send it 
to the seven churches, named by the Lord in Asia at that time. 

Upon hearing the voice, John turns around to see a being, in the image of the 
description recorded by Daniel the prophet, in Dan.7:13-15, and recognizes the Lord 
Himself. 

To make sure that John is not mistaken, in identifying who is talking to Him, we 
have the verbal confirmation of the vision in Rev.1:18. 
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“| AM, living in the eternity of the eternities. | died, but see, | AM alive for 
evermore, and | possess the keys of death and hades (hell)”. 


Jesus clearly confirms who He is (| AM) and then He makes a statement which 
must be fully understood. Jesus says: “I possess the keys of hell”. 


Many Christians, who have not studied their Scriptures thoroughly, believe that the 
keys were given to Peter, but the Lord Himself says in the Book of Revelations, some 
60 years after His resurrection, “I POSSESS THE KEYS OF HELL”. 


Does this mean that Jesus gave the keys to Peter and then took them back again? 
No! He never gave them to Peter in the first place. The misunderstanding has been 
because of the translation of the two Greek words ‘Petra’ and ‘Petros’. One Greek word 
means pebble, (small stone) and the other meaning giant rock (like the rock of 
Gibraltar). 

Jesus Christ is the Giant rock, whilst Peter is the very small insignificant pebble. | 
prefer to have my faith for the church built on the giant rock (Christ), not the small 
insignificant pebble (Peter). 

In Rev.1:20, Jesus explains to John, the various meanings of the symbols he is 
seeing now that he has been transported into the spiritual realm. 


As we commence to study the messages sent to the seven churches, we should 
also understand the meaning of each of these symbols. 


Seven Stars 


The seven stars are the seven angels, one assigned to each church identified in the 
vision. Do you realize that God has appointed a special messenger angel to speak to 
YOUR church? 

Do you realize that each church has an individual angel to report to God, the 
activities of its congregation and to give messages to the church, (via an acceptable 
receptive vessel, if anyone is attuned by the Holy Spirit) and the church is prepared to 
listen. 


Seven Lampstands 

The seven Lampstands are identified as the seven churches, to who the messages 
from the Lord were to be sent. This means that your individual church is a lampstand 
before the Lord. How bright this lampstand shines, depends on the individual candles 
(the individual Christian brothers and sisters who belong to that church body) whether 
they are alight, smouldering only, or completely gone out. 

It is interesting to notice in the Scripture of Rev.1:13 that the image of Jesus is IN 
THE CENTRE OF THE SEVEN LAMPSTANDS. This means that JESUS IS THE 
CENTRE OF THEIR ATTENTION. 


It is important for us to recognize that JESUS CHRIST SHOULD BE THE CENTRE 
OF ATTENTION IN OUR CHURCHES ALSO — AT ALL TIMES! 
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The other point to recognize in the placement of the churches around Jesus Christ, 
as the central figure, is to understand that all their attention is directed towards Him and 


is not distracted by things of the world, (or things going on in other churches), but that 
they concentrate and look directly upon His face. 
With Jesus Christ as the central figure, it is more difficult for satan to get the 


attention of the believers, because he is BEHIND THEM and that is where Jesus said 
satan should always be. 


CHURCHES IN REVELATIONS 


* * 
EPHESUS SMYRNA PERGAMUM 
22°? 
ees a 


YOUR JESUS 


* 222 


* 


* * 
LAODICEA PHILADELPHIA SARDIS 


Is your church pointed in the right 
direction ??°? 


It is recognized by theological scholars today, that the seven churches referred to 
by Jesus, were not only the seven physical churches referred to by name in the 
Scriptures, but are also the seven CHURCH TYPES, which would appear and exist 
throughout the “age of the Gentiles”, prior to Christ’s return for His chosen people, and 
so we are to be AWARE that these church types COULD and DO EXIST TODAY. 

You will see in the previous diagram that | have added an extra angel and an extra 
church and called it “YOUR CHURCH”. 


During this chapter, we will examine each of the church messages and then | will 
leave it up to yourself (and God) to allocate the score for your church, wherever you are. 


75 


The Finger of God 


Remember you maybe able to fool me, or somebody else with your score, but you 
can’t fool God with it, so | urge you to take this matter very seriously, as we now look at 
the first church, the church of Ephesus.(reference Rev.2:1-7) 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINT FOUND BY JESUS 
INDUSTRY 


ACTIVITIES 


LABORIOUS TOIL 


ae ae 
aS 


NO CORRUPT MEN 


TEST ALL TEACHINGS 
PROCLAIM CHRIST ALWAYS 
HATE THE NICOLAITANS 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINT FOUND BY JESUS 
1 ABANDONED FIRST LOVE WHICH IS JESUS CHRIST - 
CHURCH IS GETTING COLD 
2 FALLEN FROM ORIGINAL HEIGHTS AND LOVE OF 
JESUS CHRIST 
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CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS STATED BY JESUS CHRIST TO GET BACK 
INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD 


| TEM CORRECTIVE ACTIONS STATED BY JESUS 


REMEMBER YOUR FIRST LOVE - WHICH IS JESUS 
CHRIST 


REPENT OF YOUR SINS - ASK FORGIVENESS FROM 
GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST 


CHANGE YOUR INNER WILL - CLEANSE YOUR 
HEART FROM UNRIGHTEOUSNESS 


4 TURN BACK TO GOD 
FOLLOW HIS CHOSEN PATH 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
PROMISES TO ALL REPENTANT BELIEVERS 
IN THIS CHURCH 


PROMISES IF YOU REPENT 


GOD PROMISES THAT ALL REPENTANT BELIEVERS 
SHALL EAT OF THE TREE OF LIFE, WHICH IS IN 
HEAVEN. THESE PEOPLE ARE PROMISED ETERNAL 
LIFE FOREVER WITH JESUS CHRIST - IN THE 
PRESENCE OF GOD THE FATHER. 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
CONSEQUENCES TO THOSE WHO DO NOT REPENT OF THEIR 
SINS IN THIS CHURCH 


ITEM CONSEQUENCES IF YOU DON’T REPENT OF YOUR 
SINS 


1 JESUS WILL VISIT YOU PERSONALLY AND REMOVE 
THE LAMPSTAND FROM YOUR CHURCH. THE LIGHT 
WILL BE EXTINGUISHED. THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL 
DEPART FROM THE CHURCH, AND ALL BELIEVERS 
WHO DO NOT REPENT SHALL NOT ENTER THE 


KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AT THE SECOND COMING OF 
CHRIST. 
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In today’s world, one would think that a church doing all these GOOD DEEDS would 
be acceptable to God, as it preaches, teaches, tests the Word of God, etc. 

But in the EYES OF JESUS CHRIST, who is given ALL AUTHORITY IN HEAVEN 
AND IN EARTH, this is not enough! 

The fact that this is a church, which has started to grow cold in its spiritual walk with 
the Lord, is enough to exclude it from Heaven. 

But we see that God is MERCIFUL. He does not leave the finding of the corrective 
actions or solutions to us. He gives us the ingredients to correct each individual believer 
in the Ephesus, or spiritually dying church. Jesus leaves the decision on whether to 
change or not up to each individual believer. 

It is not the responsibility of the pastor, or the elders anymore, IT IS THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH INDIVIDUAL BELIEVER IN THE CHURCH, TO REPENT 
AND TURN BACK TO GOD AND GOD’S CHOSEN PATHWAY, FOR THE 
INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIAN. 

Let us now move on to look at the Scriptures and the special message sent to the 
next church, the church of Smyrna. (Reference Rev.2:8-11) 


CHURCH AT SYMRNA 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS 


1 GOOD POINTS TO NOTE AND TO PUT INTO PRACTISE 
EVERY DAY 


SUFFERED AFFLICTIONS, DISTRESS, TROUBLES, 
POVERTY. 


WERE SLANDERED AND REVILED BY FALSE 
CHRISTIANS 
PROCLAIMED GOD’S WORD UNDER ALL CONDITIONS - 


EVEN UNDER THE THREAT OF TORTURE AND DEATH BY 
THE LEGAL AUTHORITIES OF THAT DAY AND AGE. 
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CHURCH AT SYMRNA 
PROMISES TO STEADFAST BELIEVERS WHO BELONG 
TO THIS CHURCH 


ITEM PROMISES TO STEADFAST BELIEVERS BY JESUS 
CHRIST 


1 PROMISED THE CROWN OF LIFE IN HEAVEN AT THE 
TIME OF JUDGEMENT. 


NO INJURY BY THE SECOND DEATH. GOD PROMISES 


The church of Smyrna is a very special church. It has afflictions, distress, pressing 
troubles and poverty. It has been reviled and slandered against, by “so called 
Christians”, who were really backsliders, again under the domination and power of 
satan. 


The people had been tortured, thrown into prison and even killed, because they 
continued to proclaim the Gospel of Christ. All of these things did not cause their faith 
to begin to crumble, because it was securely anchored to the giant rock of salvation, 
Jesus Christ Himself. 


As we study this church we see that when we commit our lives to Jesus Christ, our 
PHYSICAL LIVES are no longer of any value, if we try to keep them. It only becomes of 


value to us if we are prepared to offer it up as a sacrifice to Him, not worrying about the 
physical pain or troubles, but being determined to preach God’s Word wherever we go, 


despite the consequences. 


The other important thing to notice about this church type is that, in the eyes of 
Jesus Christ, this church, and all the believers who are in it, they are acceptable to 
Him. It has no faults! 


Conclusion: The church of Smyrna is an acceptable church type, in the eyes of 
God, but not all Christians have the faith or the spiritual maturity, to be able to trust the 
Lord completely, in the times described above, that this church had to face. 


But all of us - SHOULD BE ABLE TO PASS THE TEST OF THIS CHURCH 
TYPE, IF WE REALLY WANT TO GLORIFY GOD IN OUR DAILY LIVES. 


So far, we have examined two church types and the score is:- 
e One church for satan 
e One church for God 


Quite surprising so far, but let us continue the study and see if we can get a 
better score by the time we have studied all seven churches. 


The next church is the church at Pergamum, (Reference Rev.2:12- 17) 


79 


The Finger of God 


CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


Living in Satan’s city - but not part of Satan’s 
activities. 


2 Holding fast to Christ in all situations and under all 
conditions. 


Not denying the faith - even to prevent torture and 
death. 


4 Matyrs among you - People who are ready to die for 
the gospel. 


CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 
Some teach things of the world (false doctrines. 
Some teach eating food set before Idols. 


Some practising sexual acts which are contrary to 
God’s Word. 
4 Others are teaching wrong doctrines from the Courts 
of the NICOLAITANS - the ones who corrupt the people. 
CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS SPECIFIED BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM CORRECTIVE ACTIONS DEMANDED BY JESUS 
CHRIST 


1 REPENT - Change your will and attitude to God - or 
Jesus Christ will come and fight against you with the 
sword of truth and you will not be able to stand 
against the attack from God. 
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CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
PROMISES TO OVERCOMERS BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM PROMISES TO OVERCOMERS BY JESUS CHRIST 
Eat Hidden Food ( Heavenly Manna) 


Given a white stone with a new name written upon 
it. 
3 No-one understands the name - except those who 
receive it. 


CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT 


ITEM CONSEQUENCES FOR ALL WHO DON’T ACT ON 
GOD’S WORD 


a Jesus shall destroy the church with the sword. 


2 Jor PO SNS Snel and be see wines 
for Him. 

3 All who are destroyed shall no enter the Kingdom 

© _| ante of the strat udgement fal marking 

The church type of Pergamum is unfortunately like many churches in the world 
today, they do not bring glory to the Lord Jesus Christ, in their present form. 

You may consider this a strong critical statement, but let us look at the facts. | will 
leave the Holy Spirit to prompt you in your decision, as to the correctness of my 
comments. 

First_of all within this church there were divisions, with some spiritually mature 
Christians trying to follow the Word of God. 

In addition to this, we had some of the newer believers (and some of the older ones) 

still clinging to_ traditions from the worldly situations, which is contrary to God’s Word. 

When we become “born again” believers, the Word says we become new creatures, 
old things (all of them) pass away. 

The church also had some people teaching doctrine which was contrary to the Word 


of God and trying to encourage the believers to eat food which had been offered to idols 
and/or other gods. 
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There were also in the midst of the congregation, people who were practising 
corruption. All of these things were wrong in the eyes of the Lord. (and it still is today) 


The following things are important to note about this church type and the warning 
given by Jesus to the believers who belong to this church. 


This warning should prompt some action from all of us. 


First of all, Jesus identifies that there are “good Christians” and “bad Christians” 
attending the same church. 


We know that light and darkness cannot mix, nor can sweet water and salt water 
come out of the same well, at the same time. 


Therefore, we would expect that the Lord would recommend some sort of 
separation process, (if we use worldly logic) to protect the “good Christians” whilst the 
Lord dealt with the “bad Christians” in the congregation. 


But that is not the case; that is not the way that Jesus deals with His followers. 


Jesus said if the WHOLE CHURCH DID NOT REPENT (good and bad Christians 
alike) then Jesus would come and fight against them with the sword of His mouth, which 
we know is the Word of Truth. 


Jesus considers that the ‘good Christians’ are just as guilty as the ‘bad Christians’, 
because the ‘good Christians’ failed to test the Word being preached and when it was 
determined that it was incorrect teaching, they FAILED TO ACT AND HAVE THE 
TEACHING STOPPED. 


Also the ‘good Christians’ FAILED TO STOP THE CORRUPTION, which was 
obviously apparent in the church congregation, or in the worldly situation around them. 


This is a very important lesson for the Church body at large to realize. In the eyes 
of Jesus Christ, you cannot be judged blameless if you become one of the ‘silent 
majority’ who is not involved themselves, in the wrongdoing, but DO NOTHING ABOUT 
HAVING IT STOPPED. 


Jesus considers inactivity, to not correct (take action against) something that is 
wrong, as a sin and all are collectively guilty (both the “good Christians and the “bad 
Christians) for allowing the sin to remain in existence. 

To the churches in Thailand, this comment is very relevant. For over 175 years the 
churches have been building up barriers among the congregation, not removing false 
teaching and some traditional practises (from the worldly point of view) from within their 
congregations. 

These stumbling blocks have prevented the Holy Spirit from being able to move in 
the midst of the COLLECTIVE CHURCH OF THAILAND, because of jealousy, pride, 
envy, competition, accusation of ‘sheep stealing’, corruption in the land, etc, which has 
been allowed to remain by the Church at large, the Body of Christ.. 

| challenge the COLLECTIVE CHURCH OF THAILAND, to consider the judgement 
of Jesus Christ upon the church of Pergamum. He has stated that He shall come and 
fight against you (Jesus shall fight against you personally) with the sword of truth. 
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We all know that nobody has ever been able to defeat Jesus Christ in a spiritual 
battle. Even satan, who is far greater than us, (in spiritual terms) was unable to win in 
his several and continual battles against Jesus. 

We are told to quote the Word against satan and he shall flee from us. This 
indicates how powerful the Word really is. If Jesus Christ uses that same Word against 
us, then we will surely be destroyed, not just the ‘bad Christians’ but also the ‘good 
Christians’ who were part of the silent majority who did not do anything to correct the 
situation and bring the churches into unity under the sovereign reign of Jesus Christ. 

| will leave you to pray to Jesus Christ for forgiveness, and to ask the Holy Spirit to 
identify the things which needs to be corrected in the churches, so that the ‘good 
Christians’ are not destroyed along with the ‘bad Christians’. 

But now we have looked at three churches and the score is:- 

e 2churches for satan 
e 1 church for God 


Let us continue the study and see if the score can get any worse. All along you 
have thought that everything was going to be OK once you became a Christian. Well 
maybe now you will start to think being a Christian is not as easy as you first thought, if 
you start to use the eyes of Jesus Christ, as the judge of what is right and what is 
wrong. 

Let us now look carefully at the fourth church, the Church of Thyatira. (Reference 
Rev.2:18-29) 


CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


Good Works, Love, Patience, Endurance. 
Works increasing day by day. 
Testing the teachings of the Saints 


4 Rejecting the false teachings and the false teachers 
who give it. 
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CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


Church is divided between followers of true and 
false teaching. 


3 
4 Christian Babies led astray by false teachings of 
the false Prophetess 
Lack of checking by the Church Leaders and the 
Congregation. 


CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS TOLD BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM CORRECTIVE ACTIONS FOR THE SAINTS IN THIS 
CHURCH 


REPENT OF PAST SINS - Turn back to God for 
forgiveness. 


1 
2 False Prophetess teaching false Doctrines 
5 


Elders inactive - Do not stop false teaching in the 
assembly. 


4 Teach Correct Doctrine. If it cant be found in the 
Word - don’t teach it at all. 


Protect and Recover the “Babes in Christ”. 
Test all future Words given in the Assembly. 


1 
2 Check all Doctrines taught in the Assembly 
5 


Remove all false prophets from the assembly. 


7 If it does not line up with the Word of God - then 
reject it all. 
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CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
PROMISES GIVEN BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM PROMISES FOR THOSE WHO OBEY IN THIS 
CHURCH 

1 Reward each as you deserve - check your attitudes 
also. 

ve No added trials for those who tested the Word and 
rejected it. 

3 Hold fast to what you have till | come for my chosen 
people. 


CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT 


ITEM CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T 
REPENT 

1 Some souls to be lost - to cleanse the Body of 
Christ. 

2 Wrongdoers given no second chance - all are 
destroyed. 

3 Jesus removes the unholy by elimination to protect 
the holy from contamination. 

From the tables it is very easy to see that this church type has a problem, in that the 
church has allowed wrong teaching to continue in the church, for some time, without 
taking steps to remove it and teach the correct Word, from the Scriptures. 

Some of the believers have remembered Apostle Paul’s warning to the Church at 
Ephesus and have carefully tested the teachings from the ‘so-called’ apostles and have 
found that the teachings did not line up with the Word of God and as a result, they have 
rejected the teachings and the men who teach them. 

Unfortunately, the mature Christians, upon identifying the false teachers and the 
false prophetess, did not take the necessary steps to REMOVE THEM FROM THE 
CHURCH BODY, which is the correct action, as is stated in the Word. 


The result was that some of the “babies in Christ” were led astray by the false 
teachers, and the Words of the false prophetess - lead towards destruction. 
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It appears from the account in the Book of Revelations, that the Lord must 
have sent many messages in prophecy to the church, identifying that there was 
false teaching taking place, to warn the church to take some positive action, to 
remove the people concerned, but alas the church elders, the church pastors and 
the mature Christians in the congregation did nothing. 


The promises and consequences for this church are things we should be happy 
about (on the one hand) and sad about (on the other). 


For the people who recognized the wrong doctrine in the church, and refused to 
follow it, Jesus promised that they would not receive additional trials in their earthly 
lives, but that they must hold fast to what they already have (their salvation and their 
faith) until the Lord comes back for His bride. 

Jesus goes on to tell John that He has given the false prophetess plenty of time to 
change her ways, but that she has hardened her heart and refused to repent of her sins, 
so it is logical that she should be destroyed, given over to the desires of her heart, given 
over to satan and eternal damnation. But what about the poor young babies that were 
led astray??? 

You would think that they should be now awakened to the truth of the wrong 
teachings and be given a chance to repent and turn back to Jesus Christ. 

We see in this example, both the justice and the mercy of God at work. The young 
babies in Christ, are given one last chance to repent and turn back to God. 

All who fail to listen to this warning are then to be destroyed along with the false 
prophetess and her teachers. 

All throughout the Bible, the Word clearly commands us to be the “HOLIEST 
PEOPLE ON EARTH”. The judgement upon this church is that, like the bad hand, or 
bad eye, which was to be cut off, to save the remainder. (ref. Matt.18:8-9) 

Jesus will “cut off the bad part of the church”, to stop the pollution of the Word from 
spreading. 

JESUS IS PREPARED TO ALLOW SOME SOULS TO BE LOST, TO KEEP THE 
BODY OF CHRIST PURE & HOLY & ACCEPTABLE TO HIM. 

If we, as Christians, do not guard against the “watering down” or “polluting of the 
Word” in our assemblies, then the Lord will act to remove these offenders, by 
ELIMINATION. 


So after studying four churches, the score is:- 
e 3churches for satan 
e 1 church for God. 


Let us move on to study the fifth church in the series and see what God has, as 
instructions for correction, in this specific church type. 
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CHURCH AT SARDIS 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


Still a few souls who have not soiled their clothes 
with sin - who are still worthy of keeping their names in 
the Lamb’s Book of Life. 


These people are the only people who are 
acceptable to Christ in this church, to keep their 
salvation until eternity. 


3 Jesus no longer thinks of this as a Christian Church 
anymore. 


TEM 


Start a record of works worthy of mention in 
Heaven. 
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CHURCH AT SARDIS 
PROMISES TO THE RIGHTEOUS ONES 


ITEM PROMISES BY JESUS CHRIST 


1 People who are judged worthy by Jesus Christ shall 
wear white robes and their names shall remain in the 
Lamb’s Book of Life. 


Their names shall be proclaimed openly in Heaven. 


CHURCH AT SARDIS 
CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT OF 
THEIR SINS 


ITEM CONSEQUENCES PROMISED BY JESUS CHRIST 


1 Jesus Christ shall come upon them like a thief in the 
night. 

2 He shall remove their names from the Lamb’s Book 
of Life. 

3 They shall loose their salvation and go into eternal 
damnation. 


In studying this church you may have been surprised to see that Jesus threatens to 
remove a person’s name from the Lamb’s Book of Life, because the person’s clothes 
had become soiled, with his disobedience and his sinful nature. 

Many Christians believe that “ONCE SAVED IS ALWAYS SAVED”. Well 
unfortunately that is not what the Scriptures say. 

In Rev.3:4-5 Jesus makes the statement that there are still a few who have not 
soiled their clothes.... and | will NOT erase their names from the Book of Life. 

This means that to qualify in keeping your name in the Book of Life, you must not 
soil your clothes, you must remain in accordance with the Word of God at all times, 
regularly examining your position before God and repent of any disobedience or 
misdoing’s, so as to remain righteous before the Lord (at all times). 

Another way of looking at this statement, is as recorded in John 15:16. In this 
Scripture, Jesus says that you did not choose Him, He in fact chose you and ordained 
you, that you should go out and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain (PERFECT). 
If your fruit does not remain, or goes bad, then you are no longer worthy to keep your 
name in the lamb’s book of life. 
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In using this definition of worthiness, it is necessary to challenge every pastor, in 
every church, across every land. 


In Matt.18:12, Jesus makes mention of the shepherd with 100 sheep in the flock, 
under his love, guidance and responsibility. These are the “fruit” that he is to “take care 
of”, until Jesus returns for His bride. 

We know today that from time to time, some of the “sheep” wander back into the 
world, following after their “previous shepherd”, which is satan. 

In discussing this problem with pastors in many different countries, | have been 
given all sorts of EXCUSES, (but called statistics), that it is normal for approximately 
10-20% of all believers to fall away, during the first year of their salvation. 


They have said, in affect, that they are prepared to allow 20% of their fruit to drop to 
the ground, to rot and die. | would suggest that they ask themselves why Jesus Christ 
said that they are to leave the 99 sheep and go out and find AND BRING BACK THE 
SHEEP THAT WAS LOST. Why did Jesus Christ say that ?? 

If Jesus Christ said that they should do it, then | would humbly suggest that some 
pastors better change their attitudes to their “retention factors”, and instead of accepting 
an 80% retention factor, they better get back into the Word and go for the 100% that is 
required of them, so that their garments shall not be considered soiled and their names 
shall not be removed from the Lamb’s Book of Life, like is written for the Church of 
SARDIS. 


So after 5 churches, the score is:- 
e 4churches for satan 
e 1 church for God 


Many pastors, upon reading what | have just written, may try to brush this off as a 
wives tale, or just another mad author, trying to make a fast dollar. 

This is not true, because all publications from New Light Ministries are free. | make 
no financial gain from writing this book at all. 

| write it to turn people back to the Scriptures and back to the Lord. You may think 
whatever you like of me, but | challenge you to check the score. 

We have examined five churches so far, only one of them has been acceptable to 
the Lord, without any correction. 

Remember, He (the Lamb of God) is the ultimate judge, you have to convince Him 
of your worthiness, not me. 

Now let us move on to church number six, the church of Philadelphia and see what 
the Lord considers is good, or bad in this church. 
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CHURCH AT PHILADELPHIA 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 
Works are acceptable 
Power used wisely. 


Test all teachings 
The church has not renounced the name of Jesus 


Christ. 


Shown “Agape Love” in all situations, even during 
trial and tribulations. 


FB The church is acceptable to God. 


CHURCH AT PHILADELPHIA 
PROMISES GIVEN BY JESUS CHRIST FOR THIS CHURCH 


ITEM PROMISES GIVEN FOR THIS CHURCH BY JESUS 
CHRIST 


1 Jesus places an open door in front of this church, 
which cannot be closed by satan or any of his 
agents. 


2 Saints kept from the trials which will come at the” 
end-time”. 


Hold fast to their treasures, the crown of eternal life. 


4 Made to be a pillar in the Heavenly City with a new 
name. 


We have some good news, when studying the Church of Philadelphia, for it is clear 
that in the eyes of God, this church type is acceptable to Him:- shout HALLELUIAH!!!. 

In the eyes of God - not man, the work of this church is deemed to be acceptable. 
Even though the church had little power, it has used it wisely to glorify the Lord. The 
church was very conscious that false teachings could creep into the Body of Christ and 
so they tested EVERY TEACHING AND EVERY DOCTRINE, to ensure that it was in 
accordance with the Scriptures. 

Neither the church as a whole, nor the individual believers, renounced or denied the 
Lord’s name at anytime. The Lord emphasizes that this church ENDURED PATIENTLY 
their trials and hardships, according to the lessons taught them by Jesus and the 
Apostles. 
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This means they endured their trials and tribulations with love for one another, both 
for the believers and for the unbelievers alike. They were not complainers, gossipers, 
liars, or people who caused division in the churches, etc., but at all times, by their words 
and their actions, they showed and manifested the agape love, which is the true sign of 
a mature Christian. 

The promises given by the Lord for this church are worthy of note also, as they must 
make us examine our own thinking and attitudes. 


First of all Jesus promises that in front of this church God has placed a door and 
this door is open forever. No-one on earth can shut the door before this church. 


Secondly, all of the false teachers, which have been identified in the other churches 
so far, will be required to bow down at the feet of the saints of the church of Philadelphia 
and acknowledge that Jesus has loved these saints. 


Thirdly, the saints of this church are told they will not suffer the hour of testing, 
which is to come upon the world, indicating that the saints of the church of Philadelphia 
shall be guaranteed a place in the rapture when Jesus comes back for His children. 


As encouragement, Jesus tells the saints of this church to HOLD FAST TO THE 
TREASURE THAT THEY HAVE, so no-one can rob them of their crown ( which by right, 
already belongs to them). 


For those people who do hold fast, they shall have written on them, the name of 
God, (for their protection), become the pillars in the new city and receive the new name 
of Jesus Christ. 


Many Christians do not realize that after Jesus Christ comes back at the rapture, He 
will rule for 1,000 years and will be given a new name, as will all His worthy subjects. 
Even though this church did not have any faults, at the time the Scriptures were written, 
there is still a warning given to all the believers in this congregation. 


The individual believers in this church, could loose their crowns in Heaven, if they 
become complacent and ceased to hold fast to the treasures they have acquired 
already in Heaven. 

This is a warning that ALL BELIEVERS SHOULD NOT TAKE LIGHTLY. If you do 
not keep your fruit remaining, that is, the fruit of your repentance, your fruit of salvation, 
your fruits of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, which is given severally, as the Lord wills, (not 
man) then you will not be deemed acceptable, in the eyes of God, on the day of 
judgement and shall have to go through the Baptism of Fire, fire of purification, to have 
all the chaff burned off your spiritual body, so the remainder can be turned into the 
jewels by purging through the fire. 

Christians therefore have to review their spiritual positions on a regular basis, to 
ensure that in accordance with Hebrews 6:1-3, we are continually maturing as 
Christians, not staying at the same level of spiritual growth, or understanding. 


In reviewing the score, we now have:- 
e 2churches for God 
e 4churches for satan 
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This means that in the six churches we have examined so far, 60% of the church 
types are deemed not to be acceptable to God, in the form He observed them. 


To become acceptable, they all had to repent of their sins and accept the corrective 
actions identified in the Scriptures for each of them. 


Let us examine the final church, the church of Laodicea and see how this church 
was rated by the Lord. 


CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST IN THIS 
CHURCH 
1 NO GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST IN 
THIS CHURCH!!! 


CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST IN THIS 

CHURCH 

1 Not acceptable to the Lord, because it is a spiritual 
church which is not “on-fire” for the Lord. 

2 They are not hot or cold - just lukewarm. This is a 
Spiritual state that the Lord will not accept. 

3 The church covets the wealth of the world, instead 
of the wealth of spiritual things. 

4 This church is under the false illusion that it is 
acceptable - but unfortunately it is not. 
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CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS FROM JESUS CHRIST 
FOR THE LAODICEANS 


ITEM ALTERNATIVES FOR THE LAODICEAN CHURCH 


Unless they repent they shall be rejected by Jesus 
as unworthy 


1 
Z If they repent, they shall sit beside Jesus in Heaven. 
3 These are the only two choices given to this church. 


4 It is a “take it or leave it” option. Jesus has judged 
them already - they just have to decide on which 
place they wish to be after judgement time take 
place in Heaven. 


CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
PROMISES FROM JESUS CHRIST FOR THE LAODICEANS 


ITEM PROMISES FOR THE LAODICEAN CHURCH 


1 Dramatically change your spiritual ways & wake up 
for Christ. 

Z Provide treasures tried by temptations - treasures 
worthy in Heaven. 

3 Walk in the way of righteousness to receive white 
robes. 


4 Jesus chastens you and corrects you because He 
loves you and does not want any to perish - so 
repent before it is too late. 


The church of Laodicea is like many churches which exist today, in the 
developed world. 

It is a church which has a flashy, impressive modern building, with air-conditioning, 
modern sophisticated electronic sound and music systems, comfortable upholstered 
seats, lush carpets on the floor, overhead projectors, video screens and all the other 
things which go with a very affluent society. 

The church pastor is given a large house, compliments of the church, plus an 
expensive car and a high salary. He is a member of some of the best society clubs 
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around town - and in some cases, he has some businesses on the side, (just as 
insurance, or to help put the children through college.) 

The church appears to be very rich (and in fact in a worldly sense, it is) but it is 
spiritually dying. 

It resembles a selective society club, where membership is limited to the very select 
few, who earn high salaries, or who are relatives of someone who does. 


The church gives a token offering to the poor and a token offering to the mission 


work of the church, but the attitude is one of obligation - not because of the genuine 
love of God. 

No-one can remember when the pastor last prayed for anyone to be healed (and a 
healing actually occurred). 


No-one can remember when the last person made a genuine commitment to serve 
the Lord with ALL of his life and his money and his talents. 


Even if they could, they would remark that “Johnny” always took his religion too 
seriously anyway. This is a church in definite spiritual decline. It is a church that Jesus 
no longer considers to be CHRISTIAN by name, as it does not glorify Christ in any of its 
activities. Jesus Christ is very harsh in His judgement on this church, but for very good 
reason. 


Jesus clearly tells John that He will spit this church out of His mouth if it remains in 
its present state and with its present attitudes. But we know that God is merciful, God is 
just and God is never changing, He is always compassionate in His ways. Jesus Christ 
gives this church the opportunity to repent, to change their ways and again come back 
to Him, like the prodigal son. 


In Rev.3:20, we have the famous Scripture, where Jesus says He is waiting just 
outside the door to our hearts, gently knocking and waiting for us to open the door, so 
He can have fresh and continual communion with us. This clearly shows the glory of 
God. 


Despite the fact that Jesus wishes to spit this church out of His mouth, He will not 
do so without giving every individual believer inside the church an opportunity to once 
again be restored to the fellowship of Jesus Christ. 


What a great and mighty God we have HALLELUIAH !!! 


So, in the church of Laodicea, we have a clear warning to all financially secure 
churches, who consider the appearances of their churches and the way they dress up 
their choir personnel, more important than the basic teachings of Acts 1:8, to spread the 
good news to all nations of the earth. 


Any church which does not have an outreach programme in their own city, 
their own country, and who do not send mission funds to assist in the spreading 
of the gospel, in other countries, either by financial support to their own 
missionaries, or to other foreign missionaries, are (in my view) guilty, in God’s 
eyes, of falling into the category of the Laodicean church. 
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Any church which allows denominationalism to take precedence over the 
Word of God (all the Word of God, all of the Bible) is also guilty of belonging to 
this category. 


Let us now try to draw some conclusions:- 
We have examined seven churches and we arrived at the startlingly score of:- 


e 2churches for God 
e 5 churches for satan 


This is not what many Christians would have expected when they commenced this 
chapter, but the Word tells the truth of the situation, as Jesus, not man, judged those 
churches at that time. 


In the seven churches we have studied, the message to the angel of each of the 
seven churches always finishes with the words:- 

“He who can hear, let him listen to and heed what the Spirit (Holy Spirit) says 
to the assemblies (the churches). 


This is the New Testament equivalent, to the Old Testament command, which was 
given by God to each of the prophets, when giving them a message to deliver to the 
people of Israel. “Thus saith the Lord God of Israel”........... 

This message for the seven church types is a direct message to us from the Lord 
and we must obey it, in the same way that we obey Acts 2:38-39, when we repent of our 
sins, are baptized in water and receive the Holy Spirit power into our lives. 


For those churches which at present do not believe that the Holy Spirit is for this 
day and age, | feel sorry, because they will therefore not heed the warnings of the book 
of Revelations, and as such, their saints may not fall into a category which is recognized 
(in God’s eyes) as acceptable to Him, in the last days. 


The above seven church types were recognized as being in existence at the time, 
some 60 years after the ascension of Jesus Christ into Heaven. 

But this warning is given to us, so that we, as individual churches today, would not 
fall into some of the pitfalls and traps those early churches did. 


Therefore we as individual churches, must examine ourselves in the light of the 
points identified for all the previous churches and identify (TRUTHFULLY) where we, as 
individual churches stand. 

The following table is recommended as a checklist, to identify where your individual 
church stands, in relation to the points identified as being, for or against, each of the 
individual seven church types studied. 

If you identify any points which God has previously identified as being not 
acceptable, then the obvious solution is also to identify GOD’S REMEDY FOR ITS 
CORRECTION, so that the church can again be found acceptable in God’s sight. 
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After completing the checklist table for the church, (collectively) then each individual 
Christian should then examine the SAME LIST FOR HIS OWN SPIRITUAL SITUATION 
and follow THE SAME SET OF CORRECTIVE ACTIONS. 


In concluding this study | trust that every person has been challenged to have a 
careful look at their particular church, their teachings and organization and in addition 
reflect on their own personal positions and relationships firstly to the Lord and then to 
other members of the Body of Christ. 


RK 


SPIRITUAL 
CHECK 
LIST 


for 
INDIVIDUAL CHURCHES 


and 
INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIANS 
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ITEM 


Is Jesus the centre of all the attention in your church? 

Is your church involved with activities which help people of 
different ethnic backgrounds all over the world? 

Does your church patiently endure under unrighteous attacks, 
both from within and/or outside the church body? 

Does your church tolerate wicked men inside or outside the 
church body? 


Does your church test the teachings and prophecies, in 
accordance with the Word and expel the false teachers and 
prophets when you find their teaching does not line up with the 
Word of God? 


Does your church proclaim Christ and Christian principles in all 
situations? 

Does your church hate corruption and do they do anything about 
it? 


Has your church left, lost, or abandoned their first love, which is 
Jesus Christ? 


Does your church react correctly when placed under physical 
and/or political pressure from inside/outside the church body? 


Is your church prepared to proclaim Jesus Christ in the face of 
imprisonment or even death? 


Does your church have a good record of works, produced by 
and through trials and strife and achieved them through the use 
of faith in Jesus Christ? 


Can you see: Love, faith, service, patient endurance all in 
operation in your church assembly? 


Does the works, through faith, increase day by day, in your 
church body? 


Are false teachers allowed to continue to operate in your church 
in your presence, without corrective action? 

Does your church have groups, or an individual who likes to 
gossip about other people? 


Is the Holy Spirit Gift of Discernment operating in your church? 
Are all the Holy Spirit gifts as per 1 COR. Chapter 12, 

operating in your church on a regular basis? 

Are the 9 fruit flavours of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, as per GAL 
5:22 operating in your church regularly? 

Does your church encourage and practise the operation of the 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit in accordance with 1. COR. Chapter 14? 
Does you church have elders & deacons appointed as per the 
book of Titus? 


YOUR 
CHURCH 
[YES/NO] 


The Finger of God 


YOU ASA 
CHRISTIAN 


[YES/NO] 
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Does the elders control and govern the church, or is it controlled 
by the pastor, as a dictator? 


If your church has "daughter" churches, do they have elders and 
deacons, and are they in complete control of their own daughter 
church, or must they get approval from the "mother" church for 
everything they want to do ? 

Is there a bottle of oil in your church, so that an elder can anoint 
the sick and pray for their complete healing, as per James 5:14? 
Does | Does your church have altar calls for salvation? How often? —_| church have altar calls for | Does your church have altar calls for salvation? How often? —_| How often? 


When was the last time that someone accepted Jesus Christ in 
your church? 

Does your church call for people to receive the Holy Spirit into 
their lives? 


Does your church encourage the believers to be baptized by 

total immersion in water? How often do these baptismal services 

take place? 

Does you church emphasize that your church should be Holy? —}—— 


Is fIsyourchurchHoly? church fIsyourchurchHoly? 

Does your church take positive steps to make sure that it 

remains Holy all the time? 

Does your church preach that your fruit must remain, as per the 

words in John 15:16? 

What action does your church take if one believer goes out of 

the church? Do you follow the instructions of Jesus, as stated in 

MATT 18:12-14? 

If the answer to the above is NO, do you put it down to statistics 

of this day and age? Just a sign of the times? 

What percentage of people who accepted salvation, in your 

church, during the last 2 year period, are still practising 

Christians today? (Either in your church or elsewhere) 

As an individual church, has there been someone accept the 

salvation of Jesus Christ in your church during the last month ? 

How often does this |Howoftendoesthishappen? 

eS ees an believer, have you ever witnessed or led a person to 

accept the Lord as their personal Saviour? 

Are they (your fruit) still strong practising Christians today? ee ee 
Is your church spiritually alive and awake? i aa 


Does your church continually strengthen and invigorate your 
faith into action ? 


Does your church give balanced lessons and teachings in all 
areas of the Scriptures, or does it concentrate on one area only - 
like evangelism, but not give proper nurture food for all new 
believers? 
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Is your church a growing one, or is it one that just has a constant 
stream of changing faces, but with approximately the same 
number of people in the congregation each week? 


Does your church (and church elders) practise what they preach, 

or are they hearers of the Word only? 

Has your church had a series of studies on the 7 churches in 

Revelations, before you read this book? 

Did they change anything in the church? a ee 


Does your church consider the church buildings more important 
than spending money on the mission program and spreading of 
God's Word throughout the earth? 


Does your church, chasten, discipline, or correct its members, 

when they go astray from the Word of God? 

How do they do this? As per what series of Scriptures? Po 
Does your church allow a marriage between a believer & a non- 

believer to take place on its premises? 

Does your church allow marriages between practising gay or 

lesbian couples on its premises? 

Does your church have a fund for widows, to help those who are 

in distress, or in need in your congregation? 

How does your church select their pastor or shepherd? Po 
Does your church allow women priests to be ordained into your 

church denomination? 

Does your church allow for a woman to have authority over men 

in the church organisation? 

Does your church allow practising gays or lesbians to be 

ordained as pastors/shepherds of your church? 

Do you place more emphasis on the person's educational skill 

and qualifications, or on the "fruit" of his ministry? 


Does your church participate with other churches in your town, to 
lift up the name of Jesus Christ higher than any other name, or 
do you think they are in competition with you and that they may 
steal your sheep? 

Don't all the sheep belong to Jesus Christ, not the individual 
churches? 


As you are by now aware, it is only two of the churches which are acceptable "in God's 
eyes" to be able to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, in their present states. In undertaking 
the Spiritual Checklist shown above, you can do it as carefully (or as carelessly) as you 
choose. The point you must realize is that you do not have to convince me how good your 
individual church is, you have to convince yourself. 


Finally, God Almighty already knows the score, for both your church, and for you, as 
an individual Christian, so don't try to fool Him, it won't work. If you find that you did not get 
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a perfect score, then you need to do something about it, as only those with "perfect 
scores" in God's eyes will be able to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 


APPENDIX 6: The Levitical Priesthood 

Many people in western society have lost, or failed to understand the role of the 
Levitical priesthood. Others look and think — it is in the Old Testament, so it does not 
apply to us, because we live under grace, not under the law. 


It is true that we now live under grace and not under the law, but it is not true that we 
should disregard what is written in the Old Testament, because it is a shadow of what is 
to take place in the New Testament. 


The Levitical Priesthood is no exception. They were ordained into this office to 
minister unto God — not unto man. They were to minister to God in the temple, 
whether there were any people in the temple or not. 

How many pastors (priests) do you know, that would minister to empty seats? Not 
many. That is because they have not understood their responsibilities of ministering 
unto God. 

In the following study, you will see that God sent an unnamed prophet to Eli to give 
him a message. This message is still relevant today, because the prophecy states 
it will be in operation until Christ comes again. 

So this prophecy starts in the Old Testament and will finish when Jesus comes back, 
at the end of the “Age of the Gentiles’. 

We are all commanded to be sons and daughters of the king; a royal priesthood 
before the throne room of grace. How can we act like priests if we do not understand 
their role, function and responsibilities? 

Notice the prophecy clearly indicates two (2) very different types of priests, which will 
be allowed to exist within the Body of Christ, right up until Christ returns for His bride. 

On the next page, you see the Levitical Line of the Priests. 
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The Zadok Priesthood 
Discerning the Difference between “Holy” and “Phony” Ministries! 


The book of First Samuel tells us that an unnamed prophet came to Eli (the High 
Priest) with an awful message. This unknown man delivered an amazing prophecy -- 
one that has everything to do with what we see going on in the church today. 

This divine word reveals much about dead, dry, ungodly ministers and churches that 
are in operation in the world around us - right now! 

The prophecy tells of two priesthoods that would develop and continue, from that day 
onwards, until the very end of time. Both of these priesthoods would be ministering in 
the church. One would be cursed with abominable shame; but the other would be a 
ministry after God's own heart! 

The unnamed prophet tells Eli: "Behold, the days come, that | will cut off thine arm, 
and the arm of thy father's house, that there shall not be an old man in thine house". 1 
Samuel 2:31. 

He is describing a curse upon the ministry of Eli! But then he continues: "And | will 
raise me up a faithful priest that shall do according to that which is in mine heart and in 
my mind: and | will build him a sure house; and he shall walk before mine anointed for 
ever" (verse 35). 

This prophecy of two priesthoods is being fulfilled today -- right before our eyes. 
Indeed, both ministries are operating simultaneously, in nations all across the world! 
Firstly, the prophet speaks of the ongoing ministry of a self-centred, backslidden, 
compromising priesthood. He describes those priests who are “of the spirit of Eli”, 
mentioning two specific things: 

1. Priests who please man more than God 

a. Such priests are “people-pleasers’, more than “pleasers of God’. 
"Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and at mine offering ...and honour thy 
sons above me..." (verse 29). 

b. Eli was soft on sin! He never made any decisions that would offend his two 
sons. Only once, in over fifty years of ministry, did Eli correct them. They had 
been committing adultery, raping women, committing the vilest acts. Yet 
even then, all Eli could say to them was, "Why do you do this?" 

c. This man had no righteous indignation! He was not “a keeper of the Law”. 
He never shared God's wrath and hatred toward sin. He represents a 
priesthood of ministers who are afraid to reprove God's family, that is - the 
congregation today! 

d. Unfortunately, there are churches today that you can attend for up to a 
year, and yet never hear one word of reproof. A church could be totally 
corrupted; half of the congregation divorcing, adultery rampant, teenagers 
sleeping around, children unruly. 
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e. The whole congregation has been given over to pleasure(s), or sports or 
other forms of entertainment; but there is never a word of correction from the 
pulpit! 

f. Instead, the pastor caters to the people's weaknesses and cravings. He is 
afraid to offend anyone -- afraid the offerings will go down and he'll lose 
his income. 


This is the first characteristic of the evil ministry developing in Eli's soul. And it is the 
mark of every ongoing, compromising, priesthood of today! 


They cater to their own needs and comfort rather than give themselves toward 
the needs of the flock. “They ... make (themselves) fat, with the chief (or best portion) 
of all the offerings of Israel, my people" (verse 29). 


When the people brought the meat offering to the priest, it was supposed to go into 
the seething pot to be boiled. Afterwards, the priest dipped a three-pronged hook into 
the pot, and whatever came out on the hook went onto his table. 


But Eli's two sons didn't want the boiled, sodden meat. They wanted the red, fresh 
raw filet mignon! So they brought their father the prime cuts. There was no sodden flesh 
on his table. That's how Eli got fat, lazy and careless. If he would have dealt with his 
sons, he might have lost his filet mignon! 


Eli was concerned with his own interests, his own table. And that is what is 
happening in many dying churches today: 


Many preachers are interested only in their own comfort, in caring for 
themselves -- instead of spending time on their knees for the sake of the people 
entrusted into their care! 


The prophet is saying, "You are self-absorbed, Eli -- feathering your own nest! To 
you, the ministry means nothing more than food on the table, security for you and your 
family. You are treating this position as a “profession”, NOT “a calling from God”. 
You don't really care about the flock. You are more interested in what goes onto your 
table than in what goes into the people's hearts. 


Yet, you never once think about how your compromise and selfishness, brings 
reproach to God's honourable name. You never consider the people who watch as your 
sons steal the prime meat. You are soft on sin, afraid to reprove -- because you're 
consumed with things that make you comfortable!" 

The Unnamed Prophet Pronounced Three Terrible Judgments on This 
Priesthood! 

Every “so-called minister” who is of the seed of Eli -- compromising, soft on sin, 
concerned only for himself, will know these three judgments: 

1. Aloss of all spiritual power and authority. 
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"...they that despise me shall be “lightly esteemed”. Behold, the days come, that | 
will cut off thine arm [strength], and the arm of thy father's house [their inheritance]." 
(Verses: 30-31). 

To be "lightly esteemed" by the Lord meant a loss of God's favour and blessing! It 
meant your work has had no impact against Satan's kingdom. Such a minister may 
be esteemed by others -- but in God's eyes he is a lightweight, someone in whom God 
puts no trust! 


God said, "You despise me by not preaching my whole counsel. You're not a man of 
prayer. You're not concerned about my people, but only about your success and 
reputation. You just want to make sure there's a crowd. You have lightly esteemed My 
Word -- and now | am going to lightly esteem you! Go your way -- do your own works. 
You are lightly esteemed in my eyes!" 


This cutting off, by the removal of God's anointing, leaves the Eli priesthood to busy 
themselves with helter-skelter programs; works of the flesh that looks good. It all sounds 
like important kingdom work, but God refuses to touch it! It is simply busy activity; lightly 
esteemed ministries, undertaken by lightly esteemed ministers! 


2. They will be bypassed by the true anointing and blessing of God in the last 
days. 
"And you will see the distress of my dwelling, in spite of all that | do good for 
Israel..." (Verse 32, NAS). 


In other words, "When | choose the time to pour out My Spirit, you'll be standing in 
ruins!" And that's exactly what is happening in Britain, Australia and America today: 
Preachers are standing in churches that are dead, dry and ruined! God has said to 
them, "! will pass you by!" This priesthood will be standing there among the ruins as 
God blesses and anoints another priesthood. That is men of God who have paid the 
price! 

Right now, in these last days, His anointing is falling on those who have given their 
lives to Him, who are prepared to serve Him and Him alone, without any thought for 
their own well-being. The Spirit is laying hold of these praying, fearless men. 

But those of Eli's seed are being bypassed, left to play their church games! God is 
saying, in essence, "In spite of all | do, you will not see the good! You will not be part of 
my last-day, holy remnant. You are lightly esteemed, and you will go about your 
ministry with no real spiritual authority!" 


3. They will lose God's touch in the very prime of their life. 


",..all the increase of your house will die in the prime of life" (verse 33, NAS). 
This verse is taken two ways. 

First, it was fulfilled literally when Saul sent Doeg up to Nob to slay eighty-five priests 
who were of the seed of Eli. But the verse also has a spiritual application. It is saying 
that this priesthood will look good up to a certain point. The ministers will be very active 
and busy. 
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Just at the point when they ought to be at their best -- full of energy, power, wisdom, 
holiness, and ready to be used the most -- a spiritual death will take place. God is 
going to leave them! They will be left standing before the people as dead men, while in 
the very prime of their lives! 


Yet perhaps the most tragic of all the prophecies given by this unnamed man of God 
is that this backslidden, compromised priesthood would never be cut off from God's 
altars! The evil ministry would continue to the very end. 


"Yet | will not cut off every man of yours from my altar that your eyes may fail from 
weeping and your souls grieve". (Verse 33, NAS). 


God will not cut them off! Compromising, spiritless, dead men are going to exist until 
the last days, when the Lord returns. But, God says, "What a grief they're going to be. 
They will be a cause for weeping!" 

Now, | want to show you another kind of priesthood. It is the other ministry of priests 
that the prophet said God was raising up. 

"But | will raise up for Myself a faithful priest who will do according to what is 
in My heart and in My soul; and !| will build him an enduring house, and he will 
walk before My anointed always" (verse 35, NAS). 


This holy ministry is the “Zadok priesthood”! It is made up of faithful, holy ministers of 
God, who walk and live according to His desire, not their own desires. And such a 
priesthood remains to this very day! Everything that this unnamed prophet prophesied is 
fully illustrated in David's kingdom. David is a type of Christ, and Israel is a type of 
church. 


David had two priests who fulfilled these two prophetic priesthoods to the letter: 
Abiathur and Zadok. "And hast thou not there with thee Zadok and Abiathur, the 
priests?" (2 Samuel 15:35). 


1. Let Us First Consider Zadok. [Zadok means "one who's proved righteous" | 


"Now these are they that came to David to Ziklag. ... And Zadok, a young man mighty 
of valour, and of his father's house twenty and two captains" (1 Chronicles 12:1, 28). 


Zadok was the first young priest to recognize God's anointing was now upon David! 
Men were fleeing to David, coming from all over, to join his forces. Zadok recognized 
that the Holy Spirit had left Saul. Saul’s ministry now was all hype, flesh, with no call or 
touch of heaven. 


And Zadok said, "I don't want any part of that kind of ministry. It's dead -- God has 
gone from it. I'm going with David, who has the Spirit's anointing resting upon him!" So 
Zadok went to David at Ziklag -- never to leave him for the rest of his life! Through every 
rebellion, Zadok stood with him, a man proved righteous. David had captured the 
priest's heart -- and Zadok never looked back. 


Thank God, there are men of God like this in many pulpits today. These are men of 
prayer, who are committed to Jesus, having walked away from all flesh, entertainment 
and worldliness. You know it when you hear them preach -- because something 


registers in your soul! 
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When others forsook David, Zadok remained faithful. David was running from his son 
Absalom, who had rebelled. And when David came to the brook Kedron, the Scripture 
says, "Now behold, Zadok also came... and Abiathur went up..." (2 Samuel 15:24, 
NAS). Notice here that both Zadok and Abiathur are with David. Both are at the brook 
Kedron with him, and both go back to Jerusalem at David's order. 


So, while Absalom defiled David's concubines in full public view, and Israel went 
berserk with wickedness and revelry, two holy men stood in God's house -- Zadok and 
Abiathur. 


And so it is today! While the whole world is going to hell amid unheard-of 
wickedness, God still has His holy men serving at His altar. He still has a Zadok 
priesthood, faithful in all God's Word! 


2. Consider Now the Abiathur Priesthood! [Abiathur ~~ "at peace with God”.] 


He was with Zadok as they took the ark back to Jerusalem. Indeed, at this point, 
Abiathur appears to be holy, dedicated, devoted, and loyal to David. He will have 
nothing to do with Absalom's rebellion. He goes about his ministry looking as pure and 
uncompromising as Zadok. 


But why is he never mentioned in the Word after this? Why isn’t he named among the 
prophets? Why does his name die out? Something happens. Suddenly Abiathur is 
"lightly esteemed" -- and Zadok is made the example of the holy, remnant priesthood. 
Why? It is because Abiathur had “the spirit of Eli’ in him! 


All those awful prophecies spoken by the unnamed prophet fell upon him. And it all 
happened quickly! The unnamed prophet had said that not all such kind would be cut 
off. Abiathur’s father and eighty-three other priests who wore an ephod were slain by 
Doeg. Only Abiathur escaped! He ran to David -- and the ministry he represented 
survived, which was according to prophecy. Yet just as the prophet had spoken, 
Abiathur -- the seed of Eli -- in the prime of his life and at the peak of his blessings was 
seduced by the call of success. He lost his place with God's anointed! 


You see, David had another son, Adonijah. His name means "success and 
prosperity." This young man pretended to introduce a "new move" into the land, by 
naming himself king. 

Yet it was only another rebellion -- not a move of God -- but a snare of Satan! 
This is the very ministry the prophet had warned of: “self-exaltation and success”. 
"Then Adonijah...exalted himself..." (1 Kings 1:5). It was self-centeredness, pride! 
Adonijah said, "! will set myself up as king!" This young man was raised under a ministry 
of "no reproof": "And his father had not displeased him at any time in saying; why hast 
thou done so?" (Verse 6). 

Notice here: Everything the prophet had prophesied of this kind of ministry had come 
to pass. All of the elements he had said would happen under this kind of priesthood 
were in this man, Adonijah! "And he conferred with Joab, the son of Zeruiah..." (Verse 
7). 
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Adonijah surrounded himself with ungodly men! There was not a holy man among them; 
not Zadok, not Nathan, not any faithful men of David (see verse 8). 


Scripture says that this group met at "the stone of Zoheleth" -- which means "place of 
the serpent." This was a group of self-serving, success-driven, ego-stroking rebels. 


They cried out: "Here is something new, something that works! Away with David's old 
worn out ways. God is doing a new thing in the land!" 


Up to that point, Abiathur had been loyal to David. But now the word was out: 
"There's a new move taking place -- some great, new thing happening in the land. And 
it's very exciting!" It grabbed the heart of Abiathur -- because it looked like a ticket to 
success and prosperity. Now he could make it! He had found a new man and a new 
message. 


| meet many people who come to this country from places in Europe, Africa and Asia 
where churches are dying. They hear about some new work happening in the churches 
here, and they become hungry to see it happen in their church — “a new move of God’. 


Once, when | was overseas, | told one pastor friend, "You and your wife used to be 
on your faces continually, weeping before God. That's why your church was so blessed. 
But you've gotten so busy, you don't know God anymore!" This couple began to weep, 
crying, "You're right!" But instead of repenting, they went to America -- looking for some 
new program that might make their ministry work! 


That is the ministry of Abiathur! He got caught up in a fleshly, ungodly work of Satan. 
And he gathered with the others at the stone of Satan, eating, drinking and shouting, 
"Long live King Adonijah!" 

When David was told about it, he cried out, "Get me Nathan, the Prophet!" You see, 
when God wants to do something that really counts for His eternal purposes, He calls 
on those who have been shut in with him. David is a type of Christ here. And he cried, 
"Forget Abiathur. Go get Nathan, the Prophet! | lightly esteem Abiathur. Tell Nathan to 
get the trumpet and the oil, and to go anoint Solomon to be king over Israel!" 


So Solomon was anointed king. And the first thing he did was to kill Shimei, who 
cursed David. Then he began dealing with all of David's enemies -- and he called forth 
Abiathur. Now, | remind you that the unnamed prophet said this Eli-Abiathur ministry 
would never be cut off. And Solomon knew all about this prophecy. 


Abiathur should have been executed for treason. But instead, Solomon told him: 
"You cast your lot in with my brother Adonijah. You tried to bring down this kingdom. 
And because of that, you deserve to die. But I'm not going to kill you. You carried the 
ark of God for my father, David, and you were afflicted with him. Because of those 
things, | will not put you to death at this time. Now, go to Anathoth, to your own field, to 
do your own thing. You are lightly esteemed!" 

"So Solomon thrust out Abiathur from being priest unto the Lord; that he might fulfil 
the word of the Lord, which he spake concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh" (verse 
2:27). 
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The Eli priesthood is still here today! But God says to their kind, "Go, do your own 
thing. | lightly esteem you!" 


3. Ezekiel Understood the Prophetic, The Importance of These Two 
Priesthoods! 


Both the Zadok and Abiathur priesthoods were operating in Ezekiel's day. And, like 
the unnamed prophet, Ezekiel prophesied they both would flow, as two streams of 
ministry to the very end: "...mark well the entering in of the house, with every going forth 
of the sanctuary" (Ezekiel 44:5). 


God was telling Ezekiel, "Stand at My house and see all the people coming and 
going. Discern all the activities going on here. It's all an abomination! They're bringing 
strangers and foreigners into my house to defile it!" 


Likewise today, the abominations going on in churches are so horrible, God is saying, 
"Enough -- I've had it!" Ungodly ministers have brought into the holy sanctuary rock- 
and-roll, entertainment, utter foolishness, singers who use drugs and alcohol and don't 
even know Christ, or what He stands for. 


These people stand ministering in the pulpit, and the congregations don't even know 
the difference! "And ye have not kept the charge of mine holy things: but ye have set 
keepers of my charge in my sanctuary for yourselves" (Ezekiel 44:8). 


He was saying, in other words: "You've brought in foreigners, people who do not 
know me, to keep charge of my sanctuary!" These were foreign elements -- wicked, 
unholy, unseparated, still of the world. God's house was being profaned! 


So God appointed an Abiathur priesthood, to minister to a people, whose hearts were 
set on idols! The shepherds had strayed far from God. They were filled with the spirit of 
Eli, chasing fame and success -- and the people loved to have it so! Thus, God 
appointed idolatrous priests to give the people what they wanted. "Like people, like 
priest!" "Yet | will appoint them to keep charge of the house of all its service, and of all 
that shall be done in it" (verse 14, NAS). How blind such ministers are! 


God says of them; and they shall not come near unto me..." (verse 13). They stand 
in the pulpit lightly esteemed by God, full of self and idolatry, nowhere near to the Lord. 
Yet they go through all the motions: preaching, teaching, counselling, in fact, all the 
ministerial duties. But they don't know the difference! They have no discernment, no 
witness of the Spirit of God! 


Beloved, if you do not repent and surrender all to Jesus -- if you hold onto an idol in 
your heart -- you will end up listening to a minister who preaches to your idolatry! 


God made a promise in His Word that if His people would repent and return 
to Him with all their hearts, He would raise up for them Zadok Shepherds! 
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"Turn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord... and | will bring you to Zion: and | will 
give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and 
understanding" (Jeremiah 3:14-15). 

Ezekiel prophesied that a Zadok priesthood would be very much alive and well in the 
last days: "But...the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of My sanctuary when the 
children of Israel went astray from me, they shall come near to Me, to minister unto Me, 
and they shall stand before Me, to offer unto Me the fat and the blood, said the Lord 
God. They shall enter into My sanctuary, and they shall come near to My table, to 
minister unto Me, and they shall keep My charge" (Ezekiel 44:15-16). 

There will be no mixture in this priesthood: "...they shall be clothed with linen 
garments; and no wool shall come upon them, while they minister..." (verse 17). Wool 
mixed with linen represents mixture -- a little bit of God and a little bit of flesh. But God 
says, "My priesthood is made of pure linen. There is no mixture!" 

This Zadok priesthood will be fearless against sin -- and will have the power to lead 
people into righteousness and holiness. 

"And they shall teach my people the difference between the holy and the profane; 
and cause them to discern between the unclean and the clean" (verse 23). 


These are the marks of the Zadok priesthood: 

1. They are not afraid to reprove with the power and authority of the Holy Ghost. 

2. They make clear to you what wrong and right are, until you gain the 
knowledge and wisdom to make right choices yourselves. 

3. | These men know and recognise the voice of the Lord. They know what God 
speaks, because they sit and wait on Him! They don't pray, "Bless me, bless 
my programs, give me money..." Rather, they cry out: "Oh, Jesus, | love you! 
| want to know Your mind and Your heart!" “Show me Your ways, Oh Lord’. 


You may be saying, "It's good to know all this about preachers." But God is saying to 
you right now: "What about you?" 


Dear Saints, Did You Know This Message Is All About You? 


Scripture says, "(He) hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him 
be the glory and dominion for ever and ever..." (Revelation 1:6). Beloved, this verse is 
true for the whole body of Christ! Everyone who calls himself or herself by God's name 
is to be a priest unto the Lord. 

So, | ask you: Which priesthood best describes your walk with God? 

Are you of Zadok? Or are you an Abiathur priest? 

Are you self-centred -- running around to conventions and seminars, looking for 
comforting answers? Or do you receive reproof with joy, knowing that God wants to cut 
the cancer of sin out of you, in order to heal you? 
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Do you buy tape after tape of some evangelist, to try to get a word from heaven? Or 
are you learning to discern God's voice for yourself, by giving quality time to Him in the 
secret closet, in prayer and fasting, seeking God’s face? 


Everyone who lives by the name of Jesus should be learning to hear God's voice. He 
wants you to hear His word in your own heart! If you learn that, you can go to any 
church anywhere and know within five minutes if the Spirit of the Lord is there. If it's 
really Zadok, your hands will go up in the air. You'll say, "I'm hearing something good. 
Something is registering in my soul. This is God!" 


Or -- you will discern what is of Abiathur. And it will make you sick to your stomach! 
You will flee, because you cannot stand the stench of this flesh! 


Oh, God -- give us the spirit of the Zadok priesthood right now! We pray that you 
raise up this priesthood in our church, in our city and in our nation, so we can hear Your 
voice and respond to Your Holy Spirit. Amen. 


The Sons of Zadok 

Everyone knew that the Sons of Zadok were different. There is a clear path 
explaining how man is to minister to God and what He requires of this ministry. In this 
day, we are challenged to examine our faith and belief structure, under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit and in light of the Word. The King-Priest blessings are framed in powerful 
perspective, along with the demand for righteousness and holiness. It's time to release 
the Sons of Zadok! Sons of Zadok minister under the great High Priest, Jesus. Only the 
Sons of Zadok were to minister unto God. Eli ministered unto the people. Zadok 
ministered unto God. 


Who Are the Sons of Zadok? 

Few people even believe that God needed ministering to, or that no one would know 
where to begin. Unmistakably, the essence of Ezekiel 44 was ‘what characterizes the 
person who may minister to God.’ 


Ezekiel 44:14 was a pivotal verse, separating those who minister to the people and 
declaring who will NOT minister to God. 


Only the Sons of Zadok were to minister to God. They ministered to God through 
their sacrifices, their leadership, all the while walking in holiness. Their prayers were 
mingled with their anointed, sweet smelling savour at the altar of incense. Their holiness 
exuded from their lives as they offered sin and peace offerings. People knew... they 
were different! 

Ritual was/is not observed by the Sons of Zadok: They entered/enter into the 
presence of the Lord during their duties. They taught the difference between the holy 
and the profane. They talked differently and they walked differently. Their lives reflected 
the purity and holiness of the Lord. 
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Demonstration in the Holy Ghost and power is not the unusual but rather the ordinary 
for the Sons of Zadok. Only the Sons of Zadok (righteousness) could come before the 
Lord and minister unto Him. Those who walk in holiness compromising no aspect of 
Word or walk, and who teach the people to be holy - qualify. To minister to God 


begins with clean hands and a pure heart. 

lts rewards are different; instead of accolades from men, the Sons of Zadok find 
accolades from the Lord. His Presence insures that peace reigns and ‘every dedicated 
thing in Israel shall be theirs' (Ez. 44:29) Peace will rest upon the congregant’s houses, 
as they minister to them holiness and the ways of the Lord. 


The bottom line is: Choose whether you will be a minister TO THE PEOPLE only, or 
a MINISTER UNTO the People and UNTO GOD. 


Will you continue to be what you have been, or will you become a Son of Zadok? 
There is no middle ground: either you are a Son of Zadok, or you are not. That is why it 
is necessary to know what is and what is not related to the Sons of Zadok. 


What it means to be a Son of Zadok speaks of the “baptism of fire” by the Holy Spirit. 
The sensitivity to the Spirit of God; and the determination to have Jesus, as my ‘only' 
Lord. 


(Ezekiel 44). "Who will ascend into the Presence of the Lord or who shall stand in His 
Holy Place?" Psalm 24:3. Its rewards are different -- instead of accolades from men, 
Sons of Zadok find accolades from the Lord through His Presence (Ezekiel 44:29). 
Sensitivity to the Spirit of God and determination to have Jesus as their only Lord is 
their secret and their power. 


Demonstration in the Holy Ghost and power is not the “unusual”, but rather the 
“ordinary” for the Sons of Zadok. They minister to God through their sacrifices and their 
leadership, all the while walking in holiness. Their prayers are mingled with their 
sacrifices (worship). The Earth Splits With The Sound. 


1 Samuel 1-4 tells us that the Sons of Eli represents the “flesh-religion”, set apart 
from God; but the Sons of Zadok represent a spiritual heritage, based on intimacy with 
God. 

That which is precious to Eli (the system) is its people and its goods. That which is 
precious to the Sons of Zadok are their vows to God, and they have one rule -- they 
must obey the voice of the Lord in all things (Zechariah 6:15). 

Righteousness and “rejection of the system” characterize the Sons of Zadok. Eli 
ministers to the people and Zadok ministers to the Lord. 


The system always substitutes something, to take the place of, or modify the real 
thing. Righteousness is fluid like a river. 

Ezekiel 47 shows the origin in the Throne Room of the Temple of God. Sons know 
that one does not "take time to pray" because there simply is no meaningful time 
without it. We were made to commune with God. 
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Religion/the system can only minister to man. In Eli's times, holiness was not 
emphasized. Zadok does not practice "being in" God's Presence, they just "live in" His 
Presence continually. 


Everywhere Zadok and his Sons find themselves there is great honour and blessing. 
| Kings 1:39-40 says, "And Zadok, the priest, took a horn of oil out of the tabernacle, 
and anointed Solomon to be king. And they blew the trumpet; and all the people said, 
‘Long live King Solomon.’ And all the people played on flutes, and rejoiced with great 
joy, so that the earth split with the sound of it." Talk about the sound being released 
through their worship and intercession! We need to release the Sons of Zadok in 
houses of prayer and worship right across our nations today! 


Ezekiel 44:15 But the priests the Levites, the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of 
my sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from me, they shall come near to 
me to minister unto me, and they shall stand before me to offer unto me the fat and the 
blood, saith the Lord GOD: 


Ezekiel 48:11 It shall be for the priests that are sanctified of the sons of Zadok; which 
have kept my charge, which went not astray when the children of Israel went astray, as 
the Levites went astray. 

Ezekiel 40-48 deals with the glory of the future kingdom that Israel will enjoy, once 
the nation is reborn (chapter 37) and her enemies defeated (chapters 38-39) at the 
second coming of Jesus Christ. 


Twice it is repeated that the sons of Zadok will enjoy special blessings and special 
privileges in that kingdom because they remained faithful to God despite the apostasy 
and idolatry of the nation. 


Zadok was a priest who lived and served during the reigns of David and Solomon. He 
was of the line of Eleazer, Aaron's son (as opposed to the line of Ithamar; 1 Chronicles 
24:3) and became the fulfilment of God's judgment upon the house of Eli (1 Samuel 
2:35) at the outset of Solomon's reign over Israel (1 Kings 2:27, 35). 


As a young man, the Bible says that Zadok was mighty of valour (1 Chronicles 
12:28). He was not only a priest but also a warrior. He remained true to the Lord and the 
king when others were carried away by the rebellions under Absalom (2 Samuel 15) 
and Adonijah (1 Kings 1). His progeny served faithfully in Judah's great revival under 
King Hezekiah (2 Chronicles 31). 


Because of this steadfast commitment, the Lord will richly reward Zadok and his sons 
when Jesus Christ returns to rule and reign on the earth. 


There's an important practical lesson for us to learn from this interesting statement in 
the book of Ezekiel. Just like Zadok and his sons, we find ourselves in a time when 
God's people on a massive scale are going astray. Despite the apostasy and the apathy 
and the ignorance and the lukewarm condition of today's church, God calls on us to 
stand fast, be faithful, and remain true to the charge He's given us. 


And there are ETERNAL blessings and privileges that await those who will answer 
the call. 
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| believe the Sons of Zadok minister 'to' the Lord and not 'to' the people. Also the 
Sons of Zadok will teach the difference between the holy and the common (unholy). 


Where Are the Sons of Zadok today? [More than One Kind of Worship] 

Are you satisfied with the worship you are seeing and hearing in the body of Christ 
today? This is a question | heard the Lord speak to me some years ago. | did not have 
to think long for an answer, as | have now been in worship ministry for more than 50 
years. | had been very unsatisfied with what | had been hearing in churches and 
Christian meetings and on Christian television for a very long time. 


| knew that there was a higher place. A place where the true worship of the Great 
Almighty God, could be experienced by His children who truly loved Him. We had 
experienced this type of worship in the meetings in Singapore and Thailand in the early 
1980’s and longed for it to return to the Body of Christ. 


Jesus had promised in John 4:23, "But the hour comes, AND NOW IS, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for the Father seeks such to 
worship Him". 

In saying this, Jesus made it obvious that there is more than one kind of worship. And 
further He stated that there is such a thing as “true worship” which is done in the spirit, 
rather than in the flesh. And He said the hour for that real worship was starting right 
then. 


Yet today in the Body of Christ, | see very little of this type of worship. | estimate that 
less than 10% of all worship in churches across the nations falls into this category 
today, which is a pity, because where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 


Appearance of Worship 

Part of the problem is our great advancements in technology. Virtually, everything 
can be programmed now. If you do not have a great voice, no problem. The right 
equipment can be make anyone sound good! 


| am not against the wonderful equipment that can be had today. | believe God is the 
inventor of it all. After all, we are told that Satan himself was created with tabrets and 
pipes right in him. (Ezek. 28:13). 

However, equipment can become the instrument that is used to mimic reality. A 
person can be made to appear to worship, when in fact his heart is not worshipping God 
at all. You can be taught to look right and sound right, even when you are not right in 
your own spirit. 


Skill has become more important than anointing in a lot of our services. But | still 
believe it is not by might, nor by power but by My Spirit, says the Lord. Give me an 
anointed musician any day over a “skilled” musician who has no anointing. 
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Horizontal Worship 

In the Old Testament there is a bit of information about a man called Zadok. Now the 
name Zadok means "righteous". It means, just, or to make right in a moral sense. Zadok 
and his sons were priests but they belonged to a special order of the priestly calling. 
These men were men of great integrity, who were deeply committed to the call of God 
on their lives to worship Him who had called them. They were sanctified and 
consecrated to the work that the Lord had called them to do. 


In Ezek. 48:11 the Word says, 'It shall be for the priests that are sanctified of the sons 
of Zadok, which have kept My charge, which went not astray when the children of Israel 
went astray, as the Levites went astray." 


The Levites were called to minister to the house of the Lord. Their responsibility was 
to care for the holy things and for the tabernacle itself. But the sons of Zadok had a 


different calling. They were called to draw near to God Himself and to worship 
Him only. 

You could say the Levites were called to horizontal ministry. They ministered 
outward, in regard to the tabernacle and to the Jewish people. The sons of Zadok had a 
vertical worship. They worshipped upward to God. 


Horizontal ministry is necessary. It is not a bad thing. However this ministry is 'to' the 
people and not as much 'to the Lord.’ The vertical ministry of Zadok is unique and it is a 
very high call to God Himself, before it ever touches the people of God. Both ministries 


are necessary. 


Zadok Anointing 

Most importantly | do believe the ministry of the Sons of Zadok is unto or 'to the Lord.’ 
We are told in Revelation 1:5-6 that we have all been made to be kings and priests unto 
our God. Every Christian is a priest unto God. 


Yet as surely as there were those who were Levites and those who were sons of 
Zadok in Old Testament days, so there are both kinds of priestly ministry today. The 
reason we find ourselves unsatisfied with much of the worship today is that it does not 
come to us by the Zadok anointing. It is often ego driven and self-centred. 


But when you sit under a true Zadok anointing you will know it. Under that anointing 
you will find release from yourself, as you soar upward into the throne room of the Most 
High God. You will become lost in His presence and will no longer suffer from the fear of 
man. It is under this great anointing that you will experience realms of His Spirit, seeing 
visions and hearing the heavenly orchestra and choir. In this anointing you will also find 
healing and miracles to flow because you are in His Divine presence. 


The worship that comes from a Zadok anointing will lift you higher and higher as you 
climb the Mount of Ascension, to where He becomes the very centre of your being. And 
at last, as you fall before His throne, you will know the satisfaction that comes from the 
union of God and man. In this place you know that He is satisfied with the worship as 
well. 
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The Zadok anointing doesn't have anything to do with technology, or voice training, 
or learning to play an instrument well. It has to do with a spiritual endowment, an 
anointing given by God, and developed under His instruction. The worship produced 
under that anointing comes from the spirit of a man, touched by the Spirit of God. 


The purpose of the Zadok anointing is to minister unto God. Yet when you are in the 
presence of that anointing, (even if you are not moving in that anointing yourself), you 
will be ministered to as well. For that anointing draws the presence of God, and He is 
always so powerful and generous, that when He draws near, you cannot keep from 
being blessed in numerous ways. 


This is not about laying hands on people, although | very much believe in that 
ministry as well. This is about the awesome presence of God as He Himself is drawn to 
His people, by true spiritual worship. 

This is not even what has come to be called "soaking music" for it has a prophetic 
edge, as God speaks to His people, through new songs and the prophetic word, which 
is released by that anointing. 


| do believe that this wonderful anointing is going to be poured out upon the Body of 
Christ in this hour. Though we have travelled all over the world, | can count on one hand 
the number of people with the Zadok anointing | have known. Yet | believe it is coming. 
The cry of God's people for true worship is growing now. Surely He will answer this cry 
from the hearts of His people. 


Are you ready to cry out to God for the release of the Zadok anointing to fall 
upon the Body of Christ in your church, your city and your nation? 
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